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OUH.    1907    "DIA  H.y. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1907  was  pub- 
lished on  Thursday,  December  13,  when  thousands  of  copies 
were  dispatched  to  home  subscribers  by  the  Globe  Express, 
Ltd.,  and  by  Parcel  Post.  Every  subscriber  whose  subscrip- 
tion is  paid  for  the  coming  year  is  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the 
Diary,  and  can  get  extra  copies  (as  long  as  the  edition 
lasts)  for  2s.  bd.  each,  post-free;  the  price  to  non-subscribers  is 
3s.  6tZ. 

IJVSETS  A.  NT>   T"RICE- LISTS, 

The  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be  pub- 
lished on  Saturday,  January  26,  1907,  and  the  publisher  invites 
application  for  particulars  regarding  the  insertion  of  circulars 
and  price-lists  in  it  as  insets.  Advertisers  are  particularly 
requested  to  note  that  the  title  of  the  number  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  that  winter  goods  only  should  be  advertised  in  it, 
although  such  advertisements  would  be  quite  seasonable,  as 
by  the  time  the  number  reaches  our  readers  in  South  Africa, 
Australia,  and  other  parts  south  of  the  line,  they  will  be 
ordering  goods  for  the  autumn  and  winter  seasons.  The  main 
fact  to  bear  in  mind  is  that  the  circulation  of  the  C.  &  D.  is  so 
universal  that  advertising  in  it  is  never  ou-t  of  season,  and  the 
Winter  Number  especially  appeals  to  manufacturers  and 
wholesalers,  as  it  is  a  Buyers'  Number  in  excelsis.  The  pub- 
lisher will  be  glad  to  give  full  particulars  about  insets  to  any 
who  write  to  him. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents"  in  the  first 
column.  

Some  Fresh  Ideas  for  window-displays  arc  communicated 
by  Mr.  E.  Dangerfield  (p.  894). 

Further  Information  about  the  proposed  French  speciality 
tax  is  supplied  by  our  Paris  correspondent  (p.  884). 

The  Canadian  Tariff  revision  so  far  as  it  affects  chemicals 
and  drugs  is  discussed  by  our  Canadian  correspondent  on 
p.  888. 

An  Official  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  has 
made  an  interesting  statement  regarding  P.A.T.A.  articles 
(p.  892). 

Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  George  Brown,  and  Dr.  W.  Bruce, 
members  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  have  been  un- 
seated (p.  882). 

Our  Readers  will  observe  on  p.  883  notes  with  reference 
to  trade  firms  closing  at  Christmas.  Our  own  offices  will  be 
closed  from  December  22  to  27. 

Particulars  of  an  auction  of  drugs,  chemicals,  galenicals 
and  sundries,  part  of  a  chemist's  bankrupt  stock,  are  given  in 
the  Coloured  Supplement. 

The  question  of  When  is  a  poison  not  a  poison  ?  has  been 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Council 
of  the  Orange  River  Colony  (p.  887). 

The  Court  of  Appeal  has  ruled  that  a  master  of  science 
employed  in  a  chemical-works  is  not  a  workman  in  the  sense 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (p.  888). 

The  Pure  Drugs  Act  of  U.S.A.  is  responsible  for  the  ex- 
portation to  this  country  of  consignments  of  "weedy" 
peppermint  oil.  We  give  some  information  about  the  matter 
on  p.  897. 

Mr.  George  Lunan  has,  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  investigated  the 
B.P.  effervescents,  and  his  report  on  the  subject  contains  a 
lot  of  new  formulas.    See  p.  903. 

The  Italian  Committee  of  the  International  Congress  of 
Applied  Chemistry  is  giving  twenty  purses  of  1,000  francs 
each  to  young  chemists  so  as  to  enable  them  to  visit  the. 
Congress  in  London  in  1909  (p.  898). 

Mrs.  Scal£,  who  sold  her  toilet-business,  carried  on  as  Mrs. 
Pomeroy,  has  by  injunction  been  restrained,  on  the  motion  of 
Mrs.  Pomeroy,  Ltd.,  from  trading  as  Mrs.  Pomeroy 
(p.  889).   We  give  a  sketch  portrait  of  her  on  p.  894. 

The  Irish  Secretary  informed  an  honourable  member  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  persons  trading 
as  opticians  in  Ireland  should  hold  any  diploma  of  efficiency, 
and  that  he  has  no  power  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
spectacles  (p.  893). 

"  Xrayser  "  deals  with  the  withdrawal  of  the  Govern- 
ment Poisons  Bill,  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Robinson  in  order 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  leader  of  the  L.C.C.  Moderate 
party,  the  French  specialite  tax  and  our  own,  and  the  recent 
peculiar  ruling  at  the  General  Medical  Council  meeting 
(p.  895). 

Our  Australian  Section  contains  further  information  re- 
garding the  Commonwealth  Commerce  Act,  the  New  Zea- 
land movements  respecting  infants'  foods  and  proprietaries, 
and  the  Victorian  Pure  Food  Act,  with  some  reoent  de- 
cisions (p.  885).  This  is  followed  by  a  report  of  the  meeting 
of  makers  of  proprietary  articles  held  in  London  (p.  886). 

The  Winter  Session  commences  this  week  with  a  portrait 
and  biography  of  Mr.  Longdin,  President  of  the  Scarborough 
Meetings  of  seventeen  associations  are  reported  (p.  899). 
Sheffield  is  considering  a  co-operative  buying  scheme 
(p.  900).  At  Liverpool  Mr.  G.  W.  Marris  read  valuable 
notes  on  the  adulteration  of  copaiba,  storax,  and  Japanese 
birdlime  (p.  901). 

Mr.  Idris  and  Mr.  Winfrey  have  written  to  the  Law  and 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
regarding  pharmacy  legislation,  on  the  lines  stated  in  the 
C.  &  D.  last  week.  In  this  connection  we  discuss  the  desira- 
bility of  a  Select  Committee,  urging  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  should  try  to  grasp  the  chief  duty  imposed  upon  the 
Society  in  1868,  and  endeavour  with  all  its  resources  to  obtain 
justice,  and  reform  of  statutory  provisions  (p.  896). 
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j£nalteb  IRews. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Brevities. 

The  Tunbridge  Wells  Town  Council,  on  December  12, 
resolved  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  to  enable  them  to  com- 
pulsorily  acquire  the  chalybeate  springs  on  the  historic 
Pantiles. 

Writs  have  been  issued  by  Messrs.  Joseph  Watson  & 
Son,  Ltd.,  of  Leeds,  against  the  "  Daily  Mail,"  the  "  Daily 
Mirror,"  and  the  "Evening  News"  for  "libels  contained 
in  these  newspapers  concerning  ourselves  and  our  business." 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  December  11,  George 
Bridges  (27),  labourer,  was  sent  to  penal  servitude  for  five 
years  for  a  murderous  attack  on  Mr.  Frederick  Lloyd 
Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  317  High  Road,  Ilford, 
under  circumstances  already  reported. 

At  Ashton-under-Lyne,  on  December  5,  Arthur  Harrison, 
druggist,  Burlington  Street,  Ashton,  sued  an  employe, 
named  Williamson,  for  30s.  damages  for  leaving  work 
without  notice.  The  defence  was  that  no  notice  was  neces- 
sary, but  judgment  was  given  for  plaintiff  for  15s.  . 

Having  regard  to  the  litigation  respecting  Bile  Beans,  it 
■seems  unlikely  that  the  trustees  of  Dr.  Barnardo's  Homes 
will  now  be  able  to  accept  Mr.  Fulford's  bequest  which 
would  probably  have  amounted  to  20,OOOZ.  in  face  value, 
hut  would  have  involved  the  retention  of  the  shares  in  the 
Bile  Bean  Manufacturing  Co. 

A  meeting  of  South  Africans  interested  in  the  South 
African  Products  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  the  Cannon 
Street  Hotel  on  December  20,  at  3  p.m.  Captain  P.  C. 
Van  B.  Bam  (Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee)  will 
explain  the  objects  of  the  exhibition,  with  a  view  to  enlist- 
ing the  co-operation  of  all  South  Africans  now  resident  in 
this  country. 

At  Uxbridge  on  December  6,  a  man  named  Webb  was 
committed  for  trial  on  the  charge  of  breaking  into  the 
•office  at  White's  chemical-works  at  West  Drayton  and 
stealing  property  valued  at  81.  He  was  further  charged  with 
■breaking  into  the  warehouse  of  the  Eagle  Chemical  Co. 
•  at  Hayes  Bridge,  Southall.  and  stealing  8?.  worth  of  goods. 
'The  hearing  on  the  latter  charge  was  adjourned. 

General  Medical  Council  Election. 
The  Registrar  of  the  English  branch  announces  the  follow- 
ing as  the  result  of  the  election  of  three  direct  represen- 
tatives on  the  Council  :  Br.  Langley  Browne,  4,861 ;  Dr. 
McManus,  4,286;  Dr.  Latimer,  4,002";  Mr.  Jackson,  3,985; 
Mr.  George  Brown,  3,773 ;  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  2,489  ;  Mr. 
Frederick  Smith,  2,013;  Dr.  G.  H.  Broadbent,  1,785; 
Dr.  Renshaw,  1,088;  Dr.  Rhodes,  855.  The  first-named 
three  are  elected.  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Brown  were  the 
sitting  members,  along  with  Sir  Victor  Horsley,  who  has 
retired.  We  may  conveniently  mention  here  that  Dr. 
Norman  P.  Walker,  Edinburgh,  has  by  429  votes  unseated 
Dr.  William  Bruce,  Dingwall,  who  has  been  the  direct 
representative  for  Scotland  for  about  twenty  years. 

Gooseberry-mildew. 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  are  notifying  fruit-growers 
that  gooseberry-mildew  (Spcvrotheca  mors-uua>)  has  been 
discovered  in  more  than  one  place  in  England,  and  issuing 
a  warning  as  to  the  dangers  involved.  The  disease,  which 
is  termed  American,  owing  to  the  extensive  damage  it  has 
done  in  America,  is  of  a  very  serious  character,  and  has 
rendered  the  culture  of  gooseberries  unprofitable,  and  prac- 
tically impossible  wherever  it  has  appeared.  Nurserymen 
arid  market-gardeners  are  urged  to  exercise  care  in  pur- 
chasing new  gooseberry-plants,  and  to  examine  those  already 
in  the  ground  for  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease.  De- 
struction by  fire  of  affected  plants  or  liberal  spraying  with 
Bordeaux  mixture  of  suspected  gooseberry-plants  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Board. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
the  Guildford  public  analyst  has  analysed  two  samples  of 
cod-liver  oil,  both  of  which  were  genuine. 


Mr.  Sidney  Harvey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Canterbury, 
has  been  reappointed  public  analyst  for  Folkestone. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Oxford  city  analyst  states 
that  among  the  samples  analysed  were  two  each  of  cam- 
phorated oil,  castor  oil,  cream  of  tartar,  Epsom  salts, 
seidlitz  powders,  and  glycerin.    All  were  genuine. 

Contracts. 

The  Mailing  Rural  District  Council  has  accepted  the 
tender  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants,  at  a 
total  cost  of  122/.  15s.  Ad. 

The  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  Board  of  Guardians  has  divided 
the  workhouse  drug-contract  among  Messrs.  W.  Turner  & 
Son,  Mr.  H.  Barton,  the  Medical  Supply  Association,  and 
the  International  Tea  Co. 

The  Folkestone  Town  Council  has  accepted  the  tender  of 
Goslings'  Stores,  Ltd.,  Folkestone,  for  the  supply  of  sulphur, 
sulphur  dioxide,  methylated  spirit,  and  soda-water  for  use 
at  the  Sanatorium  during  1907. 

The  Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  Committee  on  Decem- 
ber 11  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Vince  &  Co.,  chemists, 
Lancaster,  for  drugs,  and  that  of  Messrs.  J.  F.  Macfar- 
lane  &  Co.,  of  London,  for  dressings.  The  contract  is  for 
twelve  months. 

East  Anglian  Notes. 

In  the  cast  of  "Box  and  Cox,"  as  produced  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Downham  Tradesmen's  Association  last 
week,  the  name  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Smith,  chemist,  figured.  The 
affair  was  a  great  success. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Heyhoe,  chemist,  Fakenham,  in  his  capacity 
as  an  officer  of  the  Volunteers,  received  a  command  to 
witness  the  performance  of  "  Peter's  Mother"  at  Sandring- 
ham  on  Friday  evening  of  last  week. 

Mr.  D.  Davison,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  Cromer  Urban  Council  to  the  increasing 
tendency  of  property  being  closed  up  for  the  winter  that 
owners  may  evade  a  half-year's  rate  on  the  same. 

Norwich  chemists'  windows  present  a  seasonable  appear- 
ance this  week.  In  the  majority  of  instances  perfumery 
occupies  a  prominent  position.  Mr.  A.  E.  Beeston,  an  old 
prizeman  in  the  Students'  Corner,  has  a  unique  display  of 
his  antiseptic  throat-pastiles. 

Pharmacy  and  music  are  surely  sister  arts.  At  any  rate, 
many  Norfolk  chemists  are  devotees  of  the  latter,  and  their 
services  are  in  great  requisition  at  charitable  and  social 
functions.  Mr.  E.  Wright,  chemist,  Hunstanton,  has 
rendered  valuable  assistance  lately  in  this  direction. 

The  Chemist  and  the  Customer. 
At  Kirbymoorside  Police  Court  on  December  5,  Charles 
Henry  Kent,  an  Oxford  undergraduate,  was  charged  with 
attempting  to  commit  suicide.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  John 
Burnett,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Kirbymoorside,  was  to 
the  effect  that  prisoner  called  at  his  shop  and  asked  to  be 
supplied  with  some  morphine.  Witness  told  him  he  cer- 
tainly would  not  supply  him,  and  prisoner  then  asked  for 
chlorodyne.  He  said  he  wanted  it  for  a  dog.  Witness 
asked  if  ho  would  have  a  Is.  bottle  of  Collis  Browne's 
chlorodyne,  and  he  said  he  would.  As  soon  as  he  got  hold 
of  it  prisoner  began  to  tear  off  the  wrappers,  and  asked 
what  would  happen  if  anyone  took  the  contents  of  the 
bottle.  Witness  tried  to  snatch  the  bottle  from  him,  but 
did  not  succeed.  Prisoner  asked,  "Is  there  sufficient  to 
poison  a  man?"  and  then  left.  About  three  minutes  later 
prisoner  went  back,  holding  the  empty  bottle  (produced) 
in  his  hand.  He  said,  "How  long  will  it  take  to  act?" 
Witness  asked  him  if  he  had  taken  the  lot,  and  prisoner 
said,  "I  have  taken  it  for  diarrhoea."  He  (Mr.  Burnett) 
went  for  Dr.  Jackson,  leaving  a  police-sergeant  with 
prisoner.  On  returning  with  the  doctor  witness  mixed  an 
emetic. — Dr.  Jackson  then  told  how  the  emetic  was  suc- 
cessful, and  in  about  an  hour  prisoner  was  "pretty  well 
all  right  again." — The  Bench  bound  over  prisoner  for  six 
months  on  an  assurance  from  his  brother — a  clergyman  in 
an  important  position — that  he  would  look  after  him. 

The  Mysterious  Morphine. 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Birmingham  on  December  7,  on 
the  body  of  a  child  four  days  old,  it  was  stated  that  the 
mother,  on  the  advice  of  the  midwife,  sent  for  some  syrup 
of  rhubarb  and  castor  oil.    The  mixture  was  obtained  from 
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a  drug-store  by  a  child  of  twelve  in  a  bottle  which  she  took 
with  her,  and  which  had  contained  cough-mixture.  The 
baby  got  less  than  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture,  but  it  died 
next  morning.  Mr.  L.  Preece,  drug-store  proprietor,  of 
Malthouse  Lane,  who  supplied  the  mixture,  said  it  was 
quite  a  common  thing  for  him  to  serve  small  quantities  of 
rhubarb  and  castor  oil.  He  did  not  sell  opium,  but  some 
of  the  mixtures  he  sold  might  contain  opium.  It  was  his 
practice  to  label  bottles  that  were  brought  in  by  customers, 
but  the  bottle  produced  did  not  bear  his  label. — Mr.  Rigby, 
public  analyst,  said  he  examined  the  small  quantity  of 
syrup  of  rhubarb  and  castor  oil  in  the  bottle,  and  found 
that  it  contained  traces  of  morphine.  The  quantity  was  too 
small  to  be  estimated.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  it 
had  been  admitted  that  the  bottle  was  not  washed  out, 
he  thought  it  possible  that  half-a-dozen  drops  of  cough- 
mixture  might  have  clung  to  the  shoulders  of  such  a  bottle. 
It  smelt  strongly  of  aniseed. — Dr.  Hancock  expressed  the 
opinion  that  death  was  due  to  narcotic  poisoning,  and  a 
verdict  to  this  effect  was  returned,  there  being  no  evidence 
to  show  how  the  poison  got  into  the  medicine. 

Christmas  Holidays  and  Stocktaking. 

The  offices  and  works  of  the  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  will  be 
closed  from  December  22  until  December  27. 

Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  are  closing  from 
Saturday,  December  22,  at  1.30  p.m.,  until  Thursday  morn- 
ing, December  27. 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  will  close  their  Bethnal 
Green  works  and  other  factories  from  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber 22,  until  Thursday  morning,  December  27. 

The  offices,  warehousesj  etc.,  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.  will  be  closed  from  Monday  evening,  De- 
cember 24,  until  Thursday  morning,  December  27. 

In  consequence  of  being  unable  to  give  their  employes 
the  Saturday  before  Christmas,  Messrs.  Thos.  Tyrer  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  will  close  from  December  22  until  Thursday  morning, 
December  27,  so  that  they  may  have  the  Monday. 

Messrs.  Francis  Newbery  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  will  close  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  December  25  and  26.  They  will 
open  on  Thursday.  December  27,  but  will  again  close  for 
stocktaking  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  December  28  and  29, 
reopening  on  Monday,  December  31. 

A  Christmas  Appeal. 
The  London  newspapers  are  all  more  or  less  engaged  in 
Christmas  appeals  to  the  charitable,  and  in  this  connection 
the  "Daily  Mail"  prints  a  pathetic  letter  from  a  woman 
who  states  that  she  and  her  family  are  practically  destitute, 
and  she  asks  that  some  kindhearted  readers  might  help  by 
temporarily  taking  care  of  some  of  her  six  children  for  the 
Christmas.  The  letter,  says  the  "Mail,"  was  beautifully 
written,  and  was  clearly  that  of  an  educated  woman.  A 
representative  of  the  paper  visited  the  address  given,  and 
the  story  from  the  woman's  own  lips  was  as  follows  : 

Ten  years  ago  I  married.  My  husband  was  an  unquali- 
fied assistant  at  a  chemist's  shop.  Last  year  the.  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  made  trouble,  and  my  husband  had  to  go. 
He  has  not  been  able  to  get  anything  to  do  since,  although 
he  tries  very  hard.  Our  home  went,  and  two  months  ago 
we  came  to  London.  Wo  knew  no  one  here.  We  took  this 
house  and  hired  our  furniture.  We  have  paid  the  rent 
right  up.  My  husband  earns  a  little  by  making  a  lip-salve 
and  a  chilblain-cure,  and  he  spends  the  rest  of  the  time 
looking  for  work.  We  may  do  better  soon,  for  there  is  a 
chance  that  he  will  get  employment  as  an  enumerator  of 
the  unemployed  in  a  week  or  two.  But  he  is  beginning  to 
look  so  ill  now.  He  does  not  get  enough  to  eat.  Wo  had 
one  shoe  of  bread  between  us  this  morning,  and  I  have 
three-halfpence  left.  But  it  is  the  cry  of  our  children  that 
breaks  our  hearts.  They  remember  other  Christmases  ;  and 
they  know  that  Christmas  is  coming  again.  They  count  how 
many  days  Christmas  is  away,  and  they  come  to  me  with 
one  question:  "Mummy."  they  ask,  "what  will  Santa 
Claus  bring  us  this  year?  "    And  then  ■ 

The  woman  herself  looked  ill.  and  the  house,  though 
scrupulously  clean,  was  furnished  in  the  simplest  fashion, 
and  the  case  is  apparently  genuine. 

Midland  Notes. 

A  local  surgeon  says  that  continued  use  of  cascara  sagrada 
has  a  tendency  to  harden  the  walls  of  the  intestines,  so 


much  so  as  to  enable  him  to  diagnose  a  taker  of  this  remedial 
agent. 

The  knowledge  of  veterinary  prescribing  is  of  use  to 
chemists  in  Birmingham  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  sickness 
among  horses.  The  drinking-troughs  have  been  closed  as 
a  precaution. 

Sir  James  Sawyer  thinks  that  appendicitis  came  in  with 
enamelled  cooking-pans.  In  place  of  these  he  persuades 
mistresses  of  households  to  use  vessels  of  tin,  iron,  alumi- 
nium, or  copper. 

Among  the  few  ladies  who  may  write  F.L.S.  after  their 
names  are  two  Birmingham  ladies,  Mrs.  Percy  Adams 
(Edgbaston)  and  Mrs.  Frankland,  the  wife  of  Professor 
Frankland,  of  the  'Varsity. 

Messrs.  A.  Bird  &  Sons,  custard-powder  makers,  Gibb 
Street,  Deritend,  had  a  fire  on  Friday  last.  It  originated 
in  the  carpentry  department,  and  did  rather  serious  damage 
to  two  floors  on  which  was  valuable  machinery. 

The  final  meeting  of  the  local  Executive  of  the  B.P.C. 
was  held  on  Thursday  last,  when  a  numerous  gathering  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Barclay.  Among  those  observed  in  the  Grand  Hotel  cor- 
ridor were  Colonel  Wyley,  Messrs.  A.  W.  Southall,  G. 
Perry,  Barlow,  Blackbourne,  Gerrard,  H.  W.  Jones, 
Thompson,  Radford,  and  the  other  officials  and  their  wives. 
It  is  stated  that  the  Treasurer  reported  that  he  had  met  all 
claims  and  a  small  balance  remained.  Votes  of  thanks  were- 
accorded  to  Colonel  Wyley,  Mr.  Barclay,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Alderman  Clayton,  and  the  Ladies'  Committee.  It  >  as 
decided  to  hand  over  the  small  balance  in  hand  to  the-. 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Stealing  from  Chemists. 

The  business  premises  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Lea,  chemist  and 
druggist,  in  Malpas  Road,  Newport,  Mon.,  were  broken 
into  last  week,  but  only  a  few  shillings  were  stolen. 

At  Nailsworth  on  December  7,  three  lads  were  charged? 
with  stealing  a  bottle  of  perfume,  value  Is.,  from  the  shop 
of  Mr.  Samuel  James  Coley,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bridge 
Street,  Nailsworth.  One  boy  was  sent  to  an  industrial1 
school  for  four  years;  the  others  were  discharged  with  at. 
caution. 

Sheffield  ETct;3. 

Four  rowdy  youths  jostled  another  youth  named  Gcdden 
in  South  Street,  Moor,  last  week,  and  knocked  him  through 
the  plate-glass  window  of  the  shop  of  Boots,  Ltd.  The 
window  was  damaged  to  the  extent  of  10?.,  and  Godclen i 
received  a  nasty  cut  on  the  hand. 

Councillor  A.  Russell  Fox,  F.L.S. ,  chemist  and  druggist,, 
has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Audit  Sub-committee  of 
the  Watch  Committee  on  the  Sheffield  Town  Council,  and: 
also  to  the  important  post  of  Chairman  of  the  Cleansing.. 
Sub-committee  of  the  Health  Committee. 

In  connection  with  the  current  agitation  for  hospital/ 
reform,  a  local  medico  had  a  thoughtful  letter  in  the  local- 
Press  on  December  6  suggesting  that  hospitals  should  be- 
provided  for  paying  patients  in  cases  where  the  hospital 
treatment  and  apparatus  were  necessary. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Naturalists'  Club,, 
held  on  December  7.  Mr.  T.  Dobb,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council.  Dr.  H.  C.  Sorby, 
who  is  reported  to  be  recovering  from  the  effects  of  his 
recent  accident,  was  also  re-elected  on  the  Council. 


3risb  1Rc\V0. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Change. 
Mr.   Henry  C.   Meyrkk,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
taken  over  the  Cromac  Square  Medical  Hall  (formerly 
Leonard's),  Belfast. 

No  Offence. 

At  Rathfriland  (Co.  Down)  Petty  Sessions  on  Decem- 
ber 8.  Thos.  Shannon,  registered  druggist,  was  summoned, 
with  others,  for  being  on  licensed  premises  during  pro- 
hibited hours  on  November  22.  The  Bench  held  that  no 
offence  had  been  committed,  and  unanimously  dismissed  the 
case. 
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Robberies  from  Chemists. 

The  branch  shop  of  Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons,  chemists 
and  druggists,  Hill  Street,  Newry,  was  broken  into  on 
December  10.  A  glass  door  was  smashed  and  the  thieves 
got  at  the  cash  register,  making  off  with  91.  2s.  6d.  No 
trace  of  them  has  been  obtained. 

At  the  Ulster  Winter  Assizes  in  Belfast  on  December  12, 
Samuel  Wilson,  a  well-dressed  young  man,  pleaded  guilty  to 
a  charge  of  shoplifting  at  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Jas.  Tate, 
chemist,  Eoyal  Avenue,  Belfast.  There  were  numerous 
other  charges  of  larceny  against  the  accused,  to  all  of  which 
he  pleaded  guilty.  Sentence  was  deferred  till  the  end  of  the 
Assizes. 

Drug-contractors  to  Guardians. 
The  Rathdown  Guardians  at  their  last  meeting  rescinded 
a  resolution  that  had  been  passed  directing  that  proceed- 
ings be  taken  against  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  the  drug- 
contractors.  Dr.  Usher,  who  brought  up  the  matter,  pointed 
out  that  all  drugs  found  defective  had  been  replaced,  and 
that  in  the  case  of  the  syrup  of  phosphate  of  quinine  and 
strychnine  the  deficiency  was  due  to  the  liability  of  the 
syrup  to  change  on  keeping.  He  did  not  think  that  a  firm 
with  the  reputation  of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  would 
knowingly  send  out  any  medicine  below  the  standard. 


Scotcb  1Rew>0. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Glasgow  Notes. 

Mr.  John  Hunter,  pharmaceutical  chemist  ,  has  commenced 
business  on  his  own  account  at  the  far  end  of  New  Cathcart. 

In  the  suburban  district  of  Giffnock,  Mr.  Robert  Watson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a  pharmacy  off  Kilmar- 
nock Road. 

Strychnine  in  Shortbread. 
It  is  intimated  on  behalf  of  the  criminal  authorities  that 
the  analysis  of  the  iced  shortbread  cake,  by  which  Miss 
McKerrow,  of  Cumnock,  was  poisoned,  has  proved  that  the 
strychnine  was  entirely  in  the  icing  clumsily  spread  over 
the  top  of  the  cake,  that  there  was  no  poison  in  the  short- 
bread itself,  and  that  the  icing  was  prepared  by  one  who 
was  unskilled  in  the  proper  proportions  of  the  ingredients 
used  in  making  sugar  icing.  The  fact  that  none  of  the 
poison  found  its  way  from  the  icing  to  the  cake  seems  to 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  poison  was  used  in  its  crystallised 
form,  and  not  in  solution. 

Personal. 

Bailie  Richard  Clark  (Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.)  has  been  re- 
elected Chairman  of  the  Edinburgh  Parish  Council. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R.S.E.,  is  retiring  from  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.,  Edinburgh,  on  December  31. 

Messrs.  Harkness,  Beaumont  &  Co.'s  popular  town 
traveller,  Mr.  James  Finlayson,  has  taken  up  the  North 
journey  for  the  firm. 

Claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  James  W.  L.  Kerr, 
chemist,  Greenock,  have  to  be  sent  to  Messrs.  Welsh, 
Walker  &  Macpherson,  C.A.,  33  Cathcart  Street,  Greenock, 
before  December  17. 

Mr.  Fraser  McDiarmid,  who  has  been  chief  of  the  labora- 
tory of  Messrs.  Harkness,  Beaumont  &  Co.  since  the  firm 
took  over  the  business  of  Messrs.  Anderson  &  Co.,  Junction 
Bridge,  is  joining  the  staff  of  Messrs.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  & 
Co.,  Abbey  Hill,  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  John  Christie,  Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  has 
just  passed  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board  examination. 
Mr.  Christie  is  a  native  of  Alva,  and  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  the  late  Dr.  James  Duncan,  Paisley.  He  acted 
as  a  Volunteer  dispenser  in  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
during  the  recent  Boer  War. 

Longevity ! 

In  No.  3,  vol.  I.,  of  "  The  Prescriber,"  the  following 
advertisement  appears  : 

ROYAL  SCOTTISH  NURSING  INSTITUTION 
(1872), 

69  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Nurses  from  120  to  150. 
Why  is  it,  says  the  Edinburgh  "Evening  Dispatch,"  that 


an  institution  of  this  kind  has  not  a  superannuation  fund 
under  which  nurses  may  be  pensioned  off  long  before  reach- 
ing that  age  ? 

Dundee  I"otes. 
At  the  funeral  on  Monday  of  Dr.  James  Gray,  a  clever 
young  surgeon,  who  died  suddenly  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three,  Dundee  chemists  were  represented  by  Messrs.  James 
Russell,  Chas.  Kerr,  Wm.  Doig,  and  Wm.  Cummings. 

A  local  chemist  has  received  a  begging  letter  enclosing 
formulae  for  perfumes  from  C.  E.  Perks,  87  Bective  Street, 
Liverpool,  whose  business  in  this  line  has  frequently  been 
exposed  by  the  0.  &  D.  He  returned  the  formulae  without 
remark  in  the  unstamped  envelope  sent;  and  if  everyone 
who  hears  from  Perks  did  the  same  it  would  do  him  good. 

Mr.  John  Murdoch,  a  native  of  Dundee,  died  at  Craig- 
lockhart  Hydropathic  on  December  8,  1901,  leaving  59,0C0£. 
to  institute  a  scheme  for  the  relief  of  indigent  bachelors 
and  widowers  (not  less  than  fifty-five  years  of  age)  who 
have  shown  practical  sympathy,  either  as  amateurs  or  pro- 
fessionals, in  the  pursuits  of  science  or  any  of  it's  branches. 
The  will  was  contested  by  the  next-of-kin,  but  the  Court 
of  Session  last  week  repelled  their  objection.  Lord  Low, 
one  of  the  Judges,  in  giving  his  opinion,  said  : 

I  think  that  what  the  testator  intended  was  that  thai 
"  practical  sympathy  "  which  those  whom  he  favoured  were 
required  to  exhibit  was  practical  sympathy  in  the  pursuit  of 
science  itself,  and  not  the  application  of  scientific  knowledge 
for  some  ulterior  purpose.  To  illustrate  what  I  mean :  A 
pharmaceutical  chemist  must  have  a  competent  knowledge 
of  the  science  of  chemistry  to  enable  him  to  compound  and 
dispense  drugs,  but  the  application  of  his  scientific  know- 
ledge for  the  purpose  of  earning  his  living  could  hardly  be 
described  as  the  "  pursuit  of  science." 
This  seems  to  exclude  pharmaceutical  chemists  from  the 
benefits  of  Mr.  Murdoch's  bequest. 


jfrencb  IRem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Death  of  M.  Brunetikre. — The  death  occurred  a  few 
days  ago  of  M.  Ferdinand  Brunetiere,  the  well-known  writer 
and  professor.  Some  twelve  years  ago  he  came  prominently 
to  public  notice  by  writing  a  severe  article  entitled  "The 
Bankruptcy  of  Science,"  which  astonished  and  surprised 
the  whole  of  France.  M.  Berthelot,  the  famous  chemist, 
took  up  the  cudgels  against  him,  and  a  polemic  ensued 
which  attracted  great  attention  at  the  time,  and  finally  a 
monster  banquet  was  organised  in  Paris,  in  honour  of  M. 
Berthelot  and  as  a  protest  against  M.  Brunetiere.  Since 
then  the  latter  has  left  science  alone,  but  has  added  lustre 
to  the  glory  of  French  literature,  to  which  he  will  be  a  great 
loss. 

Doses  in  the  Codex. — The  Codex  Revision  Committee 
decided  on  May  20,  1897,  with  but  two  dissentients,  that 
the  maximum  dose  of  each  medicament  should  not  be 
given  in  the  Codex.  But  this  was  ten  years  ago,  and  as 
French  friends  say,  since  then  much  water  has  run  under 
the  bridge.  Almost  all  the  schools  of  pharmacy  and  phar- 
maceutical societies  have  asked  the  committee  to  recon- 
sider their  decision,  and  the  General  Association  of  French 
Pharmacists  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction  asking  that  the  question  be  reconsidered. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  committee  was  accordingly  held, 
M.  Liard  presiding,  and  a  long  discussion  took  place.  The 
question  being  put  to  the  vote,  it  was  decided  (with  two 
dissentients  again)  that  the  list  of  maximum  doses  should 
be  added  as  a  supplement  to  the  Codex.  A  sub-com- 
mittee, composed  of  MM.  Landouzy,  Marty,  Bourquelot, 
Gilbert,  and  Yvon,  was  nominated  to  draw  up  the  list. 

The  Suggested  Medicine  Stamp-Duty. — The  opposition 
this  proposed  tax  has  aroused  has  taken  a  somewhat  un- 
expected form,  at  least  in  one  particular  instance.  Dr. 
Cazeneuve,  Deputy  for  Lyons,  has  laid  before  the  French 
Parliament  an  important  amendment  to  the  articles  of  the 
original  Bill  regarding  the  tax.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
practically  takes  the  form  of  a  counter-project,  and  is,  to 
some  extent,  based  on  the  law  passed  last  year  for  the 
repression  of  fraud  in  matters  of  adulteration,  etc.  This 
law  extends  protection  to  trade-marks,  and  Dr.  Cazeneuve's 
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amendment  contains  the  suggestion  that  they  should  be 
made  to  bear  a  tax,  which  would  be  of  a  general  character 
and  so  small  as  to  give  rise  to  no  grave  objections.  He 
■estimates  that  the  tax  would  produce  25  million  francs 
(one  million  sterling),  as  against  the  7,500,000f.  (300,000/.) 
estimated  for  the  medicine  stamp-duty.  The  following  are 
the  principal  details  of  the  proposal  : 

An  ad  valorem  tax  is  established  for  all  products  or  mer- 
chandise bearing  a  commercial  or  trade  mark,  whether 
registered  or  not.  This  tax  is  based  on  the  retail  selling- 
price,  of  which  the  inscription  in  legible  characters  on  the 
tickets  is  obligatory,  at  the  following  tariff: 

Articles  of  which  the  selling-price  is  less  than  If.  to  be 
taxed  jc. 


Articles  of  which  the  selling-price  is  above  If.  to  be  taxed 
1c.  each. 

In  other  words,  trade-mark  labels  would  be  taxed  at  the 
•rate  ot  bd  per  hundred  for  articles  selling  at  less  than  10(7 
•each,  while  over  that  price  the  tax  would  be  double  or 
lUrf.  per  hundred.  Products  destined  for  export  are 
■exempt  from  this  tax.  Also  exempt  are  all  simple  or 
■compounded  medicines  bearing  the  label  of  a  pharmacien 
who  does  not  lay  claim  to  the  exclusive  property  in  or  the 
superiority  of  such  preparations  by  means  of  advertise- 
ments, prospectuses,  labels  of  registered  trade-marks,  or  by 
any  special  denomination. 

I  understand  that  M.  Vaudin,  President  and  M  C 
'Crinon,  General  Secretary,  of  the  General  Association  of 
trench  Pharmacists,  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Presi- 
dents of  all  the  pharmacy  syndicates  affiliated  to  the  General 
Association,  drawing  their  attention  to  various  obiec- 
trons  to  the  proposed  medicine  stamp-duty,  and  urging 
them  to  intervene  immediately,  and  with  all  possible 
energy,  with  the  Deputies  and  Senators  representing  their 
various  localities,  pointing  out  the  serious  disadvantages 
'•ot  sucn  a  tax.  ° 

Hustralasfan  IRewp. 

The  fullest  information  regarding:  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral 
asia,  a  journal  established  by  the  proprietors  of  this  journal 
and  published  in  Melbourne,  Vic.  Copies  of  the  monthly  issue 
can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free,  from  the  office  of  "The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Note.-" The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied 
*y  order  to  all  the  members  of  the  following,  among  other 
-societies : 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 


new   Commerce  Act 


Commonwealth. 

Commerce  Act.— The  followin 
cegulations  have  been  issued  : 

Goods  made  by  any  one  country  from  materials  pro- 
duced in  various  other  countnes.-Country  of  origin  is  hat 
'in  which  the  finished  article  is  made 

Medicines  are  put  up  within  the  Commonwealth  and 
•exported  to  chemists  beyond  the  Commonwealth.  The 
r \*:} T  a  teSCrl?£0n  °f  the  goods  and  the  name  of  the 
chemist  for  whom  they  are  packed.  Although  medicines 
•exported  from  the  Commonwealth  do  not  require  to  bear 
any  trade  descriptwn,  yet  such  marking  as  described  above 
■cannot  be  permitted  without  qualification,  such  as  the  a  i 
tion  of  the  words  <  Put  up  for  "  or  "  Made  for,"  beforethe 
name  of  the  chemist  for  whom  the  goods  are  intended  In 
-such  cases  as  these  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  descrintion 
should  state  the  name  of  the  person  or  firm  by  whom  he 
goods  were  put  up,  so  long  as  the  relation  between  thl 
■cTear!  P°rSOn  named  in  the  description  is  made 

New  South  Wales. 
Alcohol  in  Peruna.— In  the  New  South  Wales  Ledsla 
/oive  Assembly  on  October  16,  the  Colonial  Secretary  stated 
that  peruna  had  been  analysed  and  showed  40  per  cent 
of  proof  sptnt  0.24  per  cent,  of  extract  of  cubebs  and 
ISjul  Cen\0^  -at^;+  The  President  of  the  Board  0f 
Health  reported  that  "the  value  of  the  ingredients  was  a 
■few  pence.     In  virtue  of  the  proportion  of  the  active 


ingredient,  cubebs,  it  is  correctly  described  as  a  medicinal 
preparation,  but  the  proportion  of  alcohol  contained  in  it 
is  much  above  what  is  necessary,  and  the  attention  of  the 
Under-Secretary  for  Justice  might  be  drawn  to  this  point." 
The  Colonial  Secretary  is  to  consider  whether  action  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  sale  of  such  medicines. 

The  Sight-testing  Opticians  Bill  came  before  the 
Legislative  Council  on  September  27  for  its  second  reading. 
The  arguments  in  its  favour  by  the  introducer  were  simply 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  desirable  to  protect  the  public  from 
the  operations  of  unskilful  and  untrained  men,  who  wer© 
going  into  the  business  in  large  numbers.  The  Hen.  J. 
Hughes,  representing  the  Government,  opposed  the  measure 
very  strongly.  It  had  been  framed  on  the  exact  model  of 
the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  April,  which  had  never 
got  past  the  first  reading.  To  carry  the  measure  would  be 
to  give  to  men  admittedly  unqualified  the  right  to  continue 
in  the  business.  The  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Renwick  also  opposed 
the  measure,  and  said  it  would  be  dangerous  to  encourage 
the  persons  promoting  the  Bill  to  become  a  privileged  class. 
He  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  that  day  six  months,  and, 
after  some  protest,  this  was  carried  by  eighteen  votes  to 
five.  Although  the  Opticians  Bill  was  thrown  out,  says  the 
"CD. A.,"  the  need  for  such  a  Bill  is  obvious  to  anyone 
who  has  long  lived  in  the  country  districts. 

New  Zealand. 

Mr.  Geo.  Mee,  of  Wellington,  has  retired  from  business 
in  favour  of  his  son,  Mr.  A.  Mee,  and  Mr.  E.  Staples. 
Mr.  Mee  filled  the  position  of  President  of  the  New  Zealand 
Pharmacy  Board  for  many  years. 

Controlling  Herbalists. — The  introduction  of  the 
Quackery  and  Other  Frauds  Prevention  Bill  led  to  a  meet- 
ing of  herbalists  in  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  and  Mr. 
Hardy,  of  the  firm  of  Gardiner  &  Hardy,  is  trying  to 
get  the  Government  to  set  up  a  board  of  control  for 
herbalists.  The  herbalists  waited  in  deputation  on  the 
Minister  of  Public  Health,  but  nothing  further  has  been 
done  in  the  matter.  Should  such  a  board  be  established, 
it  would  be  a  serious  problem  for  chemists  to  face,  and 
would  require  the  attention  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  and 
the  Medical  Board. 

The  Pure  Food  Bill  was  read  a  first  time  on  October  23. 
This  Bill  has  been  circulated  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
(Mr.  Fowlds)  for  the  purpose  of  familiarising  members  of 
Parliament  with  its  provisions.  It  follows  the  lines  of  the 
Victorian  Bill,  the  clause  about  packed  foods  requiring 
articles  of  food  in  packages  to  be  legally  labelled  with  the 
trade-name  or  description,  the  net  weight  or  true  number, 
or  volume  of  the  contents,  and  the  name  of  the  agent  or 
maker  thereof,  and  no  person  shall,  after  a  date  to  be  fixed, 
sell  in  a  package  any  food  unless  such  statement  is  attached. 
Importers  and  manufacturers  are  liable  to  a  penalty  where 
it  is  shown  that  the  retailer  was  not  responsible  for  any 
imported  or  manufactured  article  found  to  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  law.  The  penalties  are  not  to  exceed  50/. 
for  the  first  offence,  and  500?.,  or  six  months'  imprison- 
ment, for  subsequent  offences. 

The  Quackery  and  Other  Frauds  Prevention  Bill  was 
brought  up  again  on  September  26,  and  discussed.  Mr. 
Hornsby  fought  hard  to  get  it  put  through,  but  found  great 
opposition  from  the  country  members,  and  the  Bill  was 
talked  out.    During  the  sitting  of  the  committee,  the  title 
was  altered,  on  the  motion  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Health, 
into  Medical  Frauds  Prevention  Bill.    The  definition  of 
certificate  was  altered,  so  that  it  now  reads  "Certificate 
means  a  certificate  in  writing  or  permit  issued  by  and  under 
the  authority  of  the  Board,"  and  Board  means  "the  Board 
constituted  under  this  Act,"  evidently  contemplating  the 
establishment  of  a  Board  to  consider  the  formulas  and  uses  1 
of  medicines.    In  the  definition  of  medicament  the  word 
mixture  "  was  struck  out  so  that  it  would  read  "  medica- 
ment means  and  includes  any  medicine,  drug,  medical  ap- 
pliance, or  instrument  or  contrivance,  apparatus,  potion, 
pill,  or  other  medicinal  specific,  and  any  other  such  thing 
as  the  Governor  in  Council  by  regulation  shall  direct." 
'Quack  nostrum"  is  defined  as  an  unauthorised  medica- 
ment, and  "proprietary  medicine"  any  medicine,  lini- 
ment, application,  remedy,  specific,  mixture,  or  other  article 
certificated  by  the  Health  Office,  and  offered  for  sale  or 
sold  by  a  duly  registered  chemist  or  other  vendor.  After 
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dealing  with  the  second  clause  progress  was  reported,  and 
it  seems  probable  that  as  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  has  now  been  introduced  (on  October  17),  the 
Medical  Frauds  Prevention  Bill  will  not  be  heard  of  again. 

Fresh  Legislation. — As  indicated  in  the  debate  on  the 
Quackery  and  Other  Frauds  Prevention  Bill,  the  Minister 
for  Public  Health  has  introduced  a  Public  Health  Act 
Amendment  Bill  of  sixteen  clauses.  Clause  9,  entitled 
"Patent  Medicines  Denned,"  is  short,  but  promises  to 
have  sweeping  effects.    It  reads  as  follows  : 

For  the  purposes  of  Section  101  of  the  principal  Act, 
"  patent  medicines "  includes  all  proprietary  and  secret 
remedies  and  infants'  and  patent  foods. 

Section  101  of  the  New  Zealand  Health  Act  of  1900  gives 
the  Governor  power  to  make  regulations  (1)  for  the  inspection 
and  analysis  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  patent  medicines ; 
(2)  prohibiting  the  sale  and  providing  for  the  destruction 
of  such  drugs,  chemicals,  and  patent  medicines  as  are 
adulterated ;  (3)  requiring  ingredients  of  patent  medicines 
to  be  disclosed  on,  or  prior  to,  the  sale  thereof  ;  (4)  impos- 
ing penalties  not  exceeding  501.  for  any  breach  of  the 
regulations. 

Victoria. 

Alcoholic  Proprietaries. — A  grocer  was  charged  at 
Prahran  on  October  11  with  selling  liquor  without  a 
licence.  The  liquor  in  this  case  was  Peruna,  which  was 
stated  to  contain  21.4  per  cent,  of  alcohol.  The  case  was 
adjourned  for  four  weeks.— On  October  12  at  Colling- 
wood  an  employe  of  Foy  &  Gibson  was  similarly 
charged,  the  alcoholic  preparation  in  this  case  being 
Ayer's  compound  extract  of  sarsaparilla,  which  the 
prosecution  said  contained  20.7  per  cent,  of  absolute 
alcohol.  The  case  was  dismissed. — Another  case  at  Bruns- 
wick on  October  24  concerned  Ayer's  sarsaparilla,  the 
analyst  certifying  to  21  per  cent,  of  alcohol  by  weight  and 
27  per  cent,  of  vegetable  extract.  This  case  was  also  dis- 
missed.—On  October  31,  in  the  High  Court,  Mr.  Justice 
Hood  granted  an  order  nisi  to  review  the  case  against  Foy 
&  Gibson's  employe,  but  he  said  it  was  hard  to  subject  an 
employe  to  a  penalty  of  25?.  for  selling  an  article  without 
knowledge  that  it  contained  alcohol,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  Licensing  Act  was  intended  to  punish  such  people. 

Food  Standards.— The  Victorian  Food  Standards  Com- 
mittee have  made  the  following  recommendation  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Pure  Food  Act  : 

Infants'  foods  are  foods  described  or  sold  as  articles  of 
lood  specially  suitable  for  infants  of  twelve  months  of  a°-e 
or  less.  ° 

Standard.— Infants'  foods  shall  contain  no  woody  fibre  no 
preservative  substance,  and  no  mineral  substance  insoluble 
m  water;  and  unless  described  or  sold  specifically  as  a  food 
suitable  only  for  infants  over  the  age  of  seven  months  shall 
when  prepared  as  directed  by  an  accompanying  label,  con- 
tain no  starch,  and  shall  contain  the  essential  ingredients 
ot,  and  conform  approximately  in  composition  to,  normal 
mother  s  milk. 

The  committee  also  decided  to  prohibit  the  addition  to  food 
substances  of  colouring  matter  containing  arsenic,  anti- 
mony, barium,  chromium,  cobalt,  copper,  iron,  lead,  man- 
ganese mercury,  tin,  zinc,  or  compounds  of  any  of  these 
elements.    At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  committee  on 

for  nw  a'  °onSlde,ration  was  §'iven  t0  tlle  standards 
ioi  olive  and  other  oils. 

FoEodTctE^RVPM,ET^RIE?--1Under  the  P°wers  of  the  Pure 
exeLtlrttL  Tl  S  a»dards  Committee  have  power  to 
wH Tvp?  %  °°d  fr°m  the  Provisions  of  Section  15, 
^  cles  o  tnV"  reSS?-'y  t0  SUte  °n  packaSes  containing 
Hon  th°  tf  ln.f0™atl0n  "to  the  trade-name  or  descrip* 
tion   the  net  weight  or  number,  or  true  measure  of  the 

A  list"  of  'the  PvenT  ^  °f  the  Vendo1  -  ™fi 

A  list  of  the  exemptions  recommended  by  the  committee 

was  published  m  the  C.  Jb  D.,  November  3,  p.  669  a d has 
now  been  gazetted.  F       '     a  ndS 


Tp \ding -stamps.  A  correspondence  on  this  subject.  chiefly 
originatmg  with  wooers  and  other  retailers,  has  been  pro 
ceed.nor  in  the  '  Morning  Leader,"  the  verdict  being  ov^- 
whelrnindy  condemnatory.  It  has  been  stated,  erroneously 
that  the  States  of  Jersey  have  a  law  forbidding  the  use  of 
thes-v  stamps  A  Bill  to  this  effect  was  passod  bv  the  Island 
Legis'ature,  but  the  Governor  refused  to  sanction  it. 


Hustralasia  anb  propiuctariee^' 

ANOTHER  representative  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Sub-section  of  the  London 
Chamber  cf  Commerce  was  held  at  the  offices,  Oxford 
Court,  E.C.,  on  December  11.  In  the  absence  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Section  (Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.),  Mr. 
Mitchell,  of  Condy  &  Mitchell,  presided.  Among  others 
present  were  Messrs.  Condy  and  Kenningham  (Condy  & 
Mitchell),  J.  A.  South  (Steedman's  Powders),  M.  H. 
Barlow  (Benger's  Food),  E.  Glover  (T.  Beecham),  T. 
Tyrer,  A.  E.  Warden  (Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.),  W.  M. 
Webb  (Capsuloid  Co.),  J.  Adler  Brown  (G.  T.  Congreve), 
H.  Stuart  (Virogen),  J.  W.  G.  Ross  (The  Boilerine  Co.), 
F.  A.  Piatt  and  F.  Brown  (Lincoln,  Midland  anc! 
Counties  Drug  Co.),  J.  W.  Bilson  (Nestle  s  Food),  E.  W. 
Jones  and  C.  H.  Dempster  (Armour  &  Co.),  representatives 
of  S.  Kutnow  &  Co.  and  G.  Whelpton  &  Co. 

The  chief  business  was  (1)  to  consider  what  action  shall 
be  taken  in  regard  to  the  proposed  legislation  in  New 
Zealand  requiring  the  ingredients  of  patent  medicines  to 
be  disclosed  at  ,  or  prior  to,  the  sale  thereof  ;  (2)  to  con- 
sider action  in  regard  to  the  Victorian  Pure  Food  Bill ; 
(3)  to  consider  the  Pure  Food  Bill  of  the  United  States. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  memorial  drawn  up 
by  the  Chamber  at  the  meeting  on  November  22  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  Agents-General,  and  acknowledgments 
had  been  received  from  the  representatives  of  South 
Australia,  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  Western  Australia, 
and  Canada.  The  letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  (the 
Earl  of  Elgin),  printed  in  last  week's  C.  <£■  D.,  was  also  read, 
after  which  the  Chairman  said  they  were  met  to  consider 
what  steps  should  be  taken  to  combat  the  measures  which 
were  before  the  New  Zealand  Parliament.  It  would  appear 
that  an  amendment  to  the  Public  Health  Act  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  Legislature  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Health, 
but  they  did  not  know  exactly  what  the  regulations  are. 
No  doubt  they  would  follow  closely  on  the  footsteps  of  the 
Bill  which  was  withdrawn,  but  not  having  the  amended 
Bill  before  them  they  could  only  act  with  a  view  to  the 
future,  and  be  prepared  to  fight  an  Act  which  is  already 
law.  The  Proprietary  Articles  Sub-section  have,  he  added, 
a  considerable  amount  of  influence,  and  as  representing  some 
of  the  largest  advertisers  they  intend  to  make  their  influence 
felt.  Nobody  is  going  to  advertise  an  article  in  the  open 
market  if  its  composition  is  not  to  be  kept  secret.  He 
suggested  that  conditional  orders  should  be  sent  to  stop 
advertisements  if  any  Act  inimical  to  their  interests  should 
come  into  force. 

Mr.  Urquhart  Fisher  (Secretary  of  the  Manufacturers'' 
Association)  said  the  various  proposals  in  Australasia  prac- 
tically all  amount  to  the  same  thing.  It  meant  that  people 
out  there  intend  that  every  ingredient  of  a  proprietary 
article  should  be  known  to  them,  but  it  would  be  folly  to  do 
any  such  thing.  They  represented  a  large  section  of  trade 
in  this  country,  and  certainly  deserved  protection  from  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Tyrer  said  there  were  no  definite  indications  of  the 
line  which  the  New  Zealand  Government  intend  to  take  in? 
regard  to  proprietary  articles.  They  had  to  deal  with  self- 
governing  Colonies,  who,  perhaps,  are  very  touchy,  and 
although  it  might  be  unfair  to  demand  disclosure  of  pro- 
prietary articles,  when  such  disclosure  made  it  public- 
property,  he  suggested  a  spirit  of  compromise — viz.,  that 
without  disclosure  of  the  formula  there  should  be  a  declara- 
tion upon  the  label,  or  a  sufficient  declaration  to  the  con- 
fidential agent  to  the  Government.  On  this  side,  he  -said, 
many  trade  secrets  are  given  to  the  Government  Depart- 
ments, and  they  are  sedulously  kept.  Such  a  declaration- 
would  be  to  the  effect  that  "this  article  contains  nothing- 
prejudicial  or  deleterious  to  health."  It  would  then  be 
sufficient  for  the  Government  official  to  sample  a  parcel 
here  and  there,  and  if  the  article  was  contrary  to  the  state- 
ment made,  then  action  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Bilson  approved  Mr.  Tyrer's  suggestion,  or  some- 
thing on  similar  lines.  He  thought  the  Government  might 
be  approached  with  the  proposal  that  they  were  quite  pre- 
pared to  give  them  a  full  and  perfect  formula  of  their 
medicines— (cries  of  "No!  no!") — provided  the  Govern- 
ment treat  that  formula  as  strictly  private  and  confidential, 
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and  that  in  admitting  the  articles  into  the  country  it  should 
be  possible  to  say  they  were  in  accordance  with  the  formula 
.submitted. 

Mr.  J.  Evans  Jackson,  recalling  the  experience  of  a  year 
ago,  proposed  that  the  Agent-General  for  New  Zealand 
be  requested  to  receive  a  deputation  representing  the 
owners  of  proprietary  articles  with  the  object  of  explain- 
ing to  him  their  position  in  reference  to  the  proposed  legisla- 
tion. This  was  seconded,  and  the  following  names  were 
submitted  :  Messrs.  Glyn-Jones,  U.  Fisher,  Evans  Jack- 
son, Glover,  Piatt,  Umney,  and  others.  Mr.  Murray,  the 
.Secretary,  is  to  arrange  the  day,  and  letters  are  to  be  sent 
to  some  fifty  or  more  proprietors  of  patent  medicines  asking 
•them  to  join  the  deputation. 

The  Chairman  next  dealt  briefly  with  the  Victorian  Pure 
Food  Bill,  the  chief  points  about  which  were  given  in  our 
issue  of  October  20  and  other  issues  since.  Consideration 
of  the  Pure  Food  Bill,  U.S.A.,  was  deferred,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Umney.  Mr.  Tyrer  thought  it  would  be 
unwise  to  say  much  about  this,  as  the  United  States  were 
beyond  their  control.  The  Bill  contained  some  important 
principles,  but  some  of  its  regulations  are  ruthless. 

Mr.  Evans  Jackson  brought  up  the  question  of  altering 
the  stamped-medicine  duty,  saying  that  proprietors  of 
patent  medicines  decline  to  place  on  the  market  6d. 
bottles,  inasmuch  as  they  have  to  pay  l^d.  duty — the  same 
as  on  Is.  bottles.  He  suggested  that  the  Chamber  should 
take  the  matter  up  in  the  proper  quarter,  and  have  the 
■duty  levied  at  §<2.  for  6d.,  li>d.  for  Is.,  and  3c7.  for  2s. 

Mr.  Glover  (T.  Beecham),  referring  to  Mr.  Bilson's  re- 
marks as  to  the  disclosure  of  formulas,  strongly  objected 
to  the  suggestion,  stating  that  it  was  definitely  decided  at 
the  last  meeting  not  to  give  up  the  formulas.  Secrets,  as 
they  knew,  would  leak  out.  They  would  have  the  black- 
guard coming  along  saying  they  had  leaked  out,  and  quot- 
ing "from  the  original  formula."  "As  compromise 
.■seemed  to  be  in  the  air,"  said  Mr.  Glover,  "  let  the  Govern- 
ment say  what  they  object  to — whether  preventives, 
alcohol,  or  what."  The  proprietors  decided  to  stop  all 
advertising  at  the  last  meeting,  and  he  now  suggested  a 
resolution  to  that  effect.  His  firm  were  sending  out  in- 
structions that  all  advertisements  were  to  cease  on  the 
•date  the  new  Bill  comes  into  force.  After  further  discus- 
sion as  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  it  was  finally  resolved 
that  : 

This  Section  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  comprising 
advertisers  of  proprietary  articles,  recommends  that  in- 
structions be  sent  to  the  newspapers  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  to  cease  their  advertisements  on  the  date  that  any 
Bill  comes  into,  force  demanding  from  them  any  disclosure 
of  formulas  or  trade  secrets,  inasmuch  as  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  do  any  business  in  those  Colonies. 

This  concluded  the  business.  [Further  information  as  to 
the  New  Zealand  Bill  is  given  on  pp.  885-6.] 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRews. 

Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association, 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Bacteriological  Research. — The  Inter-colonial  Medi- 
cal Conference  (see  0.  <L-  D.,  December  8,  Col.  Supp.)  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  Bacteriological  Institute  for 
the  whole  of  South  Africa  is  neither  necessary  nor  desir- 
able. On  the  other  hand,  the  desirability  of  co-operation 
has  been  fully  recognised,  and  an  Inter-colonial  Committee 
will  be  formed,  to  meet  not  less  than  twice  a  year,  with  the 
object  of  discussing  matters  of  common  interest  and  con- 
certing measures  to  deal  with  them. 

South  African  F.I.C.s. — The  Council  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has  conferred  the 


diploma  of  Fellow  of  the  Institute  upon  two  South  Africans 
—Mr  J  S  Jamieson,  assistant  in  the  Government  Chemical 
Laboratory,  Natal,  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Juritz,  M.A.,  senior 
analyst,  of  the  Government  Analytical  Laboratory,  Cape 
Town.  A  special  examination  for  the  Fellowship  was  held 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year  at  Durban,  Natal. 

Rhodesia. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  or  Rhodesia. — The  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Bulawayo  on  Novem- 
ber 16.  Mr.  J.  F.  Currie,  of  Salisbury,  was  admitted  to 
membership,  while  the  following  officers  were  re-elected  for 
the  coming  year  :  President,  Mr.  A.  Cole  ;  Vice-President, 
Mr.  C.  F.  Conrath;  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bickle;  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  J.  H.  Nimms,  P.O.  Box  21,  Bulawayo.  The 
other  business  transacted  was  of  a  purely  formal  character, 
and  the  meeting  terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  those 
who  had  held  office  during  the  past  year. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

The  Sale  of  Dutch  Medicines. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
O.R.C.  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Council  on  November  16 
Dr.  Ramsbottom  presided.  There  were  also  present  Drs. 
Manning,  de  Kock,  A.  B.  Ward,  Daniels,  and  Messrs. 
S.  S.  Hewitt,  Dinwoodie,  Main,  Redpath,  and  the  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  L.  Church).  The  chief  subject  of  interest  was 
raised  by  Mr.  Hewitt,  d  propos  of  the  recent  decision 
(C.  <fc  D.,  October  6,  p.  526;  October  20,  p.  599;  and 
November  10,  p.  731)  regarding  the  sale  of  scheduled 
Dutch  medicines.  Mr.  Hewitt  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  Pharmacy  Ordinance  vSection  46  specifies  that 
the  articles  named  and  described  in  the  third  schedule 
"  shall  be  deemed  to  be  poisons  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Ordinance."  These  include  a  number  of  "patent  and 
Dutch  medicines."  The  local  Magistrate's  decision  was 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  that  such 
articles  were  to  be  labelled  "  Poison,"  no  matter  what  their 
composition.  In  drawing  up  the  list  of  articles  great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  deciding  what  articles  are 
and  what  are  not  to  be  scheduled.  The  Law  Department 
drafted  the  Ordinance  with  the  list  as  it  now  stands,  and 
under  that  the  dealer  was  prosecuted  recently  for  selling 
Dutch  medicines  which  had-  been  scheduled  without  label- 
ling them  "Poison."  The  resident  Magistrate  acquitted 
him,  and  the  Acting  Attorney-General  had  decided  that 
he  could  not  interfere  with  the  decision.  The  position, 
Mr.  Hewitt  continued,  is  that  the  Medical  and 
Pharmacy  Council  had  given  a  decision  as  to  what 
should  be  the  action  of  chemists,  and  that  decision 
had  been  backed  up  by  the  then  Attorney-General, 
and  now  they  were  told  by  the  Acting  Attorney- 
General  that  the  Magistrate's  decision,  which  was  contrary 
to  the  Ordinance,  was  all  right.  Dr.  Ramsbottom  said  he 
did  not  see  how  the  Council  could  say  certain  things  are 
"poison"  if  they  are  not.  Mr.  Hewitt  said  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  that  the  Council  should  take  the  matter  up 
and  get  an  authoritative  decision.  It  was  also  pointed  out 
by  several  speakers  that  more  than  a  year  ago  the  Council 
had  recommended  to  the  Government  the  deletion  of  the 
whole  of  Schedule  3  (a  list  of  patent  and  Dutch  medicines 
containing  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Ordinance), 
but  that  had  not  been  done.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  to 
lay  the  matter  before  the  Acting  Attorney-General  for 
decision. 


TRANSVAAL  PHARMACY  BOARD. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board 
was  held  on  November  15  at  Johannesburg,  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie.  The  other  members  pre- 
sent were  Dr.  J.  van  Niekerk,  Messrs.  R.  Butters,  B.  Owen 
Jones,  J.  R.  Jones,  and  W.  T.  Skinn. 

The  report  of  the  examiners  on  the  qualifying  examina- 
tion just  concluded  was  received.  Of  the  nine  candidates 
who  presented  themselves  the  following  five  passed — viz., 
Messrs.  Aart  van  Ameyde,  John  Christie,  Marinus  van  den 
Ende,  Myer  Lediker,  and  Frank  Gaedt  Phillips. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  meeting 
Mr.  Owen  Jones  welcomed  back  the  President  (Mr.  Din- 
woodie) on  his  return  from  Europe,  and,  on  behalf  ef  the 
members  of  the  Board,  expressed  their  gratification  that  Mr. 
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Dinwoodie  had  received  such  a  cordial  reception  at  the 
various  pharmaceutical  centres  he  had  visited — viz.,  London, 
Edinburgh,  and  Paris.  While  at  home  the  Resident  had 
attended  the  examinations,  and  every  facility  had  been 
afforded  him  of  studying  the  methods  adopted  there,  while 
he  had  also  been  invited  to  attend  the  social  functions  held 
in  connection  with  pharmacy  during  his  stay.  This  friendly 
reception  of  the  President  was  gratifying  to  all  of  the 
members  as  being  a  recognition  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  as 
a  whole,  and  it  was  fitting  that  they  should  reciprocate  the 
good  wishes  of  their  brother  pharmacists  as  conveyed  to 
them  through  the  President.  He  therefore  moved  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  President  and  Examiners  in  Great 
Britain,  which  was  seconded  by  Dr.  van  Niekerk,  and  agreed 
to  unanimously. 


CanaWan  mewa. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


The  "  National  Drug  News  "  has  been  started  in  Mont- 
real. It  is  a  four-page  sheet  instituted  mainly  with  the  object 
of  booming  the  National  Drug  and  Chemical  Co.  and  as  a 
means  of  keeping  the  company  in  touch  with  the  retail  drug- 
trade  in  Canada.  The  front  page  of  No.  1,  vol.  i.,  is  devoted 
to  setting  forth  the  purpose  of  the  "  National,"  describing 
its  branches  and  other  particulars. 

Business  Changes. — Mr.  J.  W.  Dafoe  has  purchased 
from  Mr.  J.  A.  Thompson  the  Hawley  business  at  Trenton, 
Ont. — Mr.  R.  W.  Black  has  acquired  the  business  at  St. 
Catherine's  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Theo.  Sweet. — A 
new  drug-store  has  been  opened  at  Woodbridge,  Ont.,  by 
Mr.  W.  S.  Belfry.— Mr.  H.  W.  Mitchell,  of  Port  Hope, 
has  taken  over  the  old-established  business  in  the  same 
town  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  R.  Deyell. 

Tariff-revision  has  been  the  all -absorbing  topic  for 
the  past  few  days.  On  November  29,  the  Hon.  W.  S. 
Fielding,  Minister  of  Finance,  announced  the  tariff- 
policy  of  the  Government  as  "one  that  will  benefit  the 
manufacturers  and  at  the  same-  time  be  acceptable  to  the 
consumer."  Some  time  ago  the  Canadian  Government  ap- 
pointed a  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  taking  evidence 
and  getting  the  views  of  business-men  in  the  various  centres 
of  Canada  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  tariff.  This  Com- 
mission has  visited  all  the  important  towns,  from  Halifax  to 
Vancouver,  and  a  large  mass  of  testimony  has  been  taken, 
and  many  prominent  business-men  have  stated  their  views 
in  relation  to  the  particular  business  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  We  have  now  the  result  in  the  tariff  just  an- 
nounced, which  cannot  be  described  as  radical,  but  rather 
an  adaptation  of  the  old  to  changed  conditions,  and 
remodelling  on  new  lines.  There  are  a  great  number  of 
changes,  but  as  a  rule  the  new  tariff  will  average  down  to 
about  the  same  position  as  the  old.  The  changes  affecting 
the  drug-trade  are  principally  on  patent  medicines  and  pro- 
prietary articles,  although  chemicals  will  be  somewhat 
higher  when  imported  from  England,  as  the  present  duty, 
instead  of  being  20  per  cent,  less  one-third,  equal  to  13^  per 
cent.,  will  now  be  15  per  cent.  Liquid  patent  medicines 
from  England  will  now  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  50  ner  cent, 
all  round,  whether  containing  alcohol  or  not,  and  if  con- 
taining over  40  per  cent,  of  alcohol  an  additional  charge  of 
$2.40  per  gal.  and  35  per  cent,  will  be  added.  A  specific 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  will  now  be  levied  on  dry  patent  medi- 
cines from  England  instead  of  the  preferential,  and  other 
countries  25  per  cent.  The  advance  on  dry  patents  will  be 
equal  to  about  lc.  in  each  shilling  of  prime  cost,  and  on 
the  liquid  patents  containing  over  40  per  cent,  alcohol 
8c.  for  each  shilling  of  prime  cost.  The  duty  on  alcohol 
has  been  reduced  from  $2.40  per  gal.  to  20c,  with  the  idea 
of  denaturing  and  producing  a  cheap  fuel-article.  The 
Government  also  takes  authority  to  abolish  even  this  small 
amount  if  it  be  found  necessary  in  the  interests  of  cheap 
fuel  and  to  meet  the  competition  from  the  United  States. 
The  ' '  dump  "  duties  have  been  changed  from  ' '  up  to  50  per 
cent,  of  the  difference  between  home  and  invoice  prices " 
to  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  which  will  have  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  dump  on  low  duties  a^.d  decreasing  it  on  high. 


Xegal  IReports. 


Trade  Law. 

A  Mister  of  Science  not  a  Workman.— The  appeal  ira 
Bagnall  v.  Levinstein,  Ltd.,  decided  in  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls'  Court  on  December  13,  illustrates  an  advantage  which 
will  arise  from  the  new  definition  of  "  workman  "  in  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Bill,  should  it  become  law.  Thus  any 
employe  with  250Z.  a  year,  or  less,  is  a  workman.  In  the- 
present  case  the  widow  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Bagnall,  M.Sc.,  sued. 
Levinstein,  Ltd.,  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  on. 
behalf  of  herself  and  infant  son,  for  300£.  in  respect  to  the 
death  of  her  husband  from  blood-poisoning,  which  supervened' 
on  a  scratch-wound  sustained  during  his  employment.  Before 
the  County  Court  Judge  it  was  contended  on  her  behalf  that 
Mr.  Bagnall  was  a  workman,  doing  the  labour  of  a  workman, 
and  that  his  earnings  amounted  to  687^.  10s.  during  the  three- 
years  before  his  death.  The  defendants  submitted  that  Mr. 
Bagnall  was  employed  as  a  master  of  science  for  his  skill  and' 
knowledge,  at  a  salary,  and  not  at  a  workman's  wages.  Judge- 
Parry,  however,  decided  in  favour  of  the  widow,  and  Levin- 
stein, Ltd.,  appealed.  On  their  behalf  Mr.  C.  A.  Russell,  K.C.,. 
and  Mr.  Willis  addressed  the  Court,  and  Mr.  Ruegg,  K.C, 
followed  for  Mrs.  Bagnall.  The  Court,  by  a  majority,  allowed 
the  appeal.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  the  course  of  his 
judgment  to  this  effect,  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  County 
Court  Judge  had  not  dealt  quite  fairly  with  regard  to  the 
argument  based  on  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bagnall  was  a  master  of 
science.  The  Court  had  to  see  what  work  the  man  was; 
employed  to  do.  The  defendants  intended  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  special  skill  of  the  deceased,  not  in  his  capacity 
as  an  ordinary  workman,  but  in  his  capacity  of  master  of" 
science,  and  he  was  employed  as  a  man  of  science  and  not  as  a 
workman.  His  remuneration  was  estimated  by  salary,  and 
not  by  wages,  and  he  was  entitled  to  a  percentage  of  profits- 
resulting  from  his  inventions.  Taking  the  whole  thing  to- 
gether, it  was  impossible  to  describe  this  man  as  a  workman  in, 
the  ordinary  sense.  For  these  reasons  the  case  must  go  back 
to  the  County  Court  Judge  for  re-hearing. — Lord  Justice 
Cozens  Hardy  gave  judgment  to  the  same  effect. — Lord' 
Justice  Farwell  dissented  for  reasons  which  he  stated,  among- 
them  being  that  deceased  did  no  research  work ;  he  simply 
did  such  work  as  the  manager  of  the  works  directed  him  tc 
do.    He  did  a  great  deal  of  manual  work. 

High  Court  Cases. 

The  Iron-Ox  Cases. 
These  were  expected  to  come  on  last  Friday,  December  Tr. 
but  were  not  reached. 

Aerated-water  Materials. 
In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  Monday,  December  10> 
Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  had  again  before  him  the  case  of 
Manners  &  Hopkinson  v.  the  London  Mineral-Waters,. 
Ltd.,  which  was  an  action  brought  by  plaintiffs  to  recoves? 
37?.  10s.  8d.,  the  price  of  goods  sold  and  delivered,  con- 
sisting of  various  products  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
aerated  beverages.  The  amount  of  the  claim  was  admitted,, 
and  had  been  paid  into  court ;  and  defendants  counter- 
claimed  for  damages  for  breach  of  warranty,  alleging  that 
the  aurantine  supplied  by  plaintiffs,  instead  of  making  the- 
beverage  the  desirable  orange-colour,  made  it  look  like  red. 
ink.  It  was  used  by  defendants  for  colouring  their  drink, 
kola  champagne.  Defendants  also  complained  that  the- 
ginger-esssnce  was  not  soluble.  Plaintiffs  denied  that  the- 
goods  were  not  of  proper  quality,  and  asserted  that  they 
had  been  improperly  treated  by  defendants  in  the  process  of 
manufacturing  their  mineral  waters.  The  hearing  of  wit- 
nesses was  reported  in  the  C.  <b  D.,  June  16,  p.  920. — Mr. 
Marshall  Hall,  K.C,  and  Mr.  R.  E.  Moore,  appeared  for 
plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Lowe,  K.C,  and  Mr.  Green  were  for 
the  defendants. 

When  the  case  was  called  on,  Mr.  Marshall  Hall  said  he 
was  glad  to  inform  his  Lordship  that  they  were  able  to- 
relieve  him  of  the  case.    They  had  come  to  terms. 

Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  :  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,  but  I' 
do  not  want  to  know  your  reasons  or  your  terms  if  you  like- 
to  put  them  on  your  briefs. 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall  said  he  wanted  to  mention  the  terms. 
There  would  be  judgment  for  plaintiffs  on  the  claim  for 
37Z.  10s.  8d.,  the  amount  paid  into  court,  with  his  Lord- 
ship's direction  that  it  should  be  paid  out  to  them.  There 
would  be  judgment  also  for  plaintiffs  on  defendants' 
counter-claim,  with  costs,  but,  as  the  defendant  company 
were  in  liquidation,  he  had  arranged  that  if  within  twenty- 
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'sight  days  of  the  allocation  half  of  the  taxed  costs  were 
i paid  to  them,  they  would  accept  that  in  full  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Green  observed  that  under  the  circumstances  he 
thought  these  terms  very  generous. 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall  said  that,  of  course,  if  half  the  costs 
were  not  paid  within  twenty-eight  days,  then  they  would 
'have  his  Lordship's  order  for  the  full  amount.  Proceed- 
ing, he  observed  that  a  little  hardship  had  been  done  to  a 
very  respectable  firm  by  the  action.  The  plaintiffs  had 
absolutely  nothing  to  win  and  everything  to  lose  by  it. 
He  had  expert  after  expert  to  call,  and  he  really  could  have 
stopped  the  case  if  he  had  been  able  to  cross-examine  Dr. 
Passmore.  Plaintiffs'  aurantine  was  identical  with  the 
aurantine  made  by  everybody  else.  It  was  perfectly  harm- 
less, and  fifty-six  out  of  fifty-seven  samples  examined  by 
the  Food  Commission  were  coloured  by  this  same  colouring. 
He  hoped  his  Lordship  would  allow  him  to  say  that  plaintiffs 
had  fought  the  action  as  a  matter  of  principle.  They  wanted 
to  establish  that  they  took  the  greatest  care  in  manufactur- 
ing this  particular  article. 

Judgment  was  entered  accordingly. 

Mrs.  Pomeroy. 
Mr.  Justice  Parker,  on  Monday,  December  10,  com- 
menced the  hearing  of  the  action  of  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  Ltd., 
v.  Scale,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  had  sought  to  restrain  the 
defendant,  who  was  the  vendor  to  the  plaintiffs'  prede- 
cessor in  title,  and  who  was  also  their  managing  director, 
from  carrying  on  business  as  a  complexion-specialist  under 
the  name  or  style  of  Jeannette  Pomeroy,  or  Mrs.  Pomeroy, 
or  any  other  style  of  which  the  name  Pomeroy  formed  part, 
-and  from  representing  or  inducing  the  belief  that  she  carries 
on,  or  is  connected  with,  or  interested  in,  the  business 
carried  on  by  the  plaintiffs,  or  the  business  formerly 
carried  on  by  "Mrs.  Pomeroy,  Ltd.,"  now  in  liquidation, 
and  from  making  use  of  any  recipes,  prescriptions,  index- 
cards,  electrolysis-cards,  and  lists  of  customers'  addresses, 
or  information  obtained  by  her  while  in  the  employment  of 
the  company.— Mr.  Romer,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Manning 
■appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  K.C.,  and 
Mr.  Dawnay  for  the  defendant.  The  hearing  of  the  case 
■covered  several  days.  After  Mr.  Romer  had  recited  the  facts 
from  his  clients'  point  of  view  (both  sides  have  repeatedly 
been  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  except  that  the  defendant  was  the 
widow  of  a  Mr.  Jobbins,  and  had  married  Mr.  J.  B.  Scale) 
evidence  was  called,  several  beauty  specialists  who  had 
been  with  Mrs.  Pomeroy  being  among  the  witnesses,  and 
Mrs.  Scale  gave  evidence  on  her  own  behalf. 

On  Thursday  Mr.  Justice  Parker  gave  judgment,  finding 
that  the  defendant  had  conferred  on  the  firm  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  use  the  name  Pomeroy  for  business-purposes 
and  had  precluded  herself  from  using  it  in  any  business  com- 
peting with  that  which  she  had  sold.  She  was  positive  she 
had  not  executed  the  indenture,  but  her  certainty  was  only 
arrived  at  in  the  course  of  these  proceedings.  He  granted 
•the  injunction  asked  for  with'costs. 

Dentists'  Appeal. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  December  7 
the  Judges  of  the  First  Division  (the  Lord  President,  Lord 
Kinnear,  and  Lord  Pearson)  heard  counsel  in  an  appeal 
from  the  Sheriff  Court  at  Glasgow  in  an  action  raised  by 
John  T.  Gibson,  engineer,  against  Waterhouse  &  Co.,  dental 
surgeons,  206  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow.  Pursuer  sued 
for  payment  of  50/.  as  damages  for  injuries  he  had  suffered 
in  his  feelings  and  damage  to  his  health  and  constitution 
which  he  had  sustained  through  the  fault  of  the  defenders' 
assistant,  for  whom  they  were  liable.  The  statement  of  the 
pursuer  was  that  on  July  12,  1905,  he  had  a  tooth  extracted 
by  A.  Waterhouse,  M.D.,  the  only  known  partner  of  the 
defenders'  firm,  and  that  shortly  afterwards  on  the  same 
morning  he  returned  to  the  premises  and  had  another  tooth 
extracted  by  an  assistant.  He  alleged  that  the  assistant 
performed  the  operation  carelessly  and  negligently,  not  as 
is  averred,  being  a  duly  qualified  practitioner,  and  that  as  a 
result  the  gum  was  severely  lacerated  and  the  jawbone  badly 
cracked.  His  mouth  bled  for  twelve  hours,  and  his  consti- 
tution was  greatly  weakened.  The  defenders  denied  that 
a  second  tooth  was  pulled,  and  refused  the  pursuer's  de- 
mand. Proof  was  led  in  the  Sheriff  Court  before  Sheriff 
Boyd,  who  on  December  15,  1905,  found  the  defenders 


liable  in  15/.  as  damages  and  expenses.  The  case  was 
appealed  to  Sheriff-Principal  Guthrie,  who  on  April  2, 
1906,  adhered  to  the  interlocutor  of  December  15,  1905,  and 
in  his  note  stated,  as  a  curious  fact,  that  "  the  pursuer  has 
been  punished,  after  trial,  for  perjury  in  this  case."  The 
defenders  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Session.  Last  week 
Mr.  Macmillan  appeared  for  the  appellants  and  Mr.  Wark 
for  the  respondent.  After  their  argument  the  Court  reserved 
judgment. 

Damage  by  Acids. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  December  13,  Lord 
Dundas  gave  judgment  in  the  action  by  the  trustees  and 
executors  of  the  late  Wm.  Neilson  Gemmill,  drysalter, 
Glasgow,  against  Alex.  Cross  &  Son,  Ltd.,  chemical-manu- 
facturers, Hope  Street,  Glasgow,  for  payment  of  700/. 
The  parties  occupy  contiguous  property  at  Speirs  Wharf, 
Port  Dundas,  Glasgow,  where  defenders  carry  on  the  trade 
of  manufacturing-chemists.  Pursuers  averred  that  defen- 
ders had  recently  allowed  quantities  of  acids  to  escape  from 
their  works,  which  are  at  a  higher  level  than  pursuers' 
buildings,  and  that  acids  have  percolated  into  the  soil  with 
the  result  that  the  retaining  wall  between  the  two  proper- 
ties has  been  seriously  damaged.  The  material  of  the  wall 
has  been  so  eaten  away  that  it  has  become  dangerous  and 
may  collapse.  Defenders  pleaded  that  they  had  taken  every 
precaution  against  escapes,  and  that  no  quantity  of  sul- 
phuric acid  had  drained  out  which  would  injure  pursuers' 
property.  Pursuer  had  refused  their  offer  to  renew  the 
damp  portions  of  the  wall,  and  defenders  now  tendered  100/. 
Lord  Dundas  gave  pursuers  decree  for  350/.  and  expenses, 
holding  that  they  had  proved  their  averments  in  evidence. 

Medical  Acts. 

Unregistered. 
At  Burnley  on  December  4,  George  Gill  was  fined  10/.  and 
costs  for  wilfully  and  falsely  representing  himself  to  be  a 
surgeon.  Defendant  had  exhibited  on  the  window  of  his 
premises  the  words  "Dr.  G.  Gill,  provident  medical  dis- 
penser," and  on  bills  he  described  himself  as  "  G.  Gill, 
Surgeon." 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sweet  Nitre. 

At  Beverley  on  December  8,  Robert  Wardle,  grocer, 
Dockington,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  selling  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  which  was  not  up  to  the  B.P.  standard.  For  the 
defence  it  was  urged  that,  like  other  village  tradesmen, 
defendant  sold  simple  drugs,  but  did  not  understand  much 
about  them. 

A  similar  fine  was  inflicted  upon  George  Blyth,  North 
Newbald,  for  a  like  offence. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  the  Portsmouth  Police  Court  on  December  12,  John 
William  Knight,  drug-store  proprietor,  137  Francis  Avenue, 
Southsea,  was  summoned  for  selling  camphorated  oil  which 
showed  a  deficiency  of  53.3  per  cent,  of  camphor.  Mr.  G.  H. 
King,  solicitor,  was  present  to  watch  the  case  on  behalf  of 
Messrs.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  of 
Leicester.  Mr.  Etherton,  the  Deputy  Town  Clerk,  who 
prosecuted,  said  the  standard  which  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia had  set  in  the  matter  of  camphorated  oil  was  4  fluid 
oz.  of  olive  oil  to  1  solid  oz.  of  camphor ;  anything  short  of 
that  was  deemed  to  be  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 
The  essential  property  of  camphorated  oil  was  camphor, 
not  olive  oil,  and  here  was  a  sample  that  was  53.3  per  cent, 
deficient  in  its  essential  element,  so  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  it  was  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 
Mr.  Frank  W.  F.  Arnold,  the  public  analyst,  produced  his 
certificate  showing  that  the  oil  was  53.3  per  cent,  below  the 
standard  of  the  B.P. — Defendant,  on  oath,  denied  that  he 
had  adulterated  the  camphorated  oil  in  any  way,  and  he  said 
he  had  sold  it  as  he  had  bought  it  from  the  wholesale  house  ; 
but  when  pressed  on  this  point  he  said  that  he  had  not 
bought  any  since  last  April,  that  about  that  time  he  had 
several  small  quantities  from  various  firms,  and  these  he 
had  mixed  altogether,  so  that  he  was  not  able  to  plead  the 
warranty  of  any  of  the  firms  from  whom  he  had  bought  oil. 
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He  did  not  at  the  time  recognise  the  folly  of  mixing  the 
various  oils  in  this  way,  but  he  did  now.  Defendant  ad- 
mitted that  he  was  not  a  qualified  chemist,  but  he  submitted 
that  he  was  quite  qualified  to  sell  camphorated  oil.  Mr. 
Etherton  asked  how  he  managed  to  sell  the  drugs  that 
can  only  be  sold  by  a  qualified  chemist,  but  the  reply  was 
inaudible.  It  being  suggested  that,  not  being  a  qualified 
chemist,  he  was  then  not  qualified  to  give  an  expert  opinion 
as  to  the  standard  required  of  camphorated  oil,  he  said  that 
he  had  practised  as  a  chemist  for  twenty-two  years,  and  had 
sold  camphorated  oil  during  all  that  time,  and  therefore 
knew  something  about  it.  He  would  not  entirely  agree  that 
camphor  was  the  essential  property  of  camphorated  oil ; 
he  thought  just  as  much  good  could  be  done'  with  the  olive 
oil  without  the  camphor  as  with  it.  He  suggested  that  the 
deficiency  might  in  some  measure  have  been  caused  by 
evaporation. — Being  informed  that  it  was  several  years 
since  a  case  of  that  kind  had  been  taken  in  that  court,  the 
Bench  said  the  case  would  serve  to  call  the  attention  of 
chemists  to  the  need  of  conformity  with  this  Act  in  the 
matter  of  drugs,  and  therefore  they  should  but  impose  on 
the  defendant  a  fine  of  20s.,  and  costs  10.?. 


County  Court  Case. 

The  Messenger  and  the  Money. 
At  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  December  7,  before 
Judge  Smyly,  K.C.,  George  Harris  Lee,  an  oil  and  colour 
man,  of  194  Hoxton  Street,  N.,  sued  under  a  judgment 
summons  to  recover  4?.  lis.  Qd.  from  William  Thompson 
Watt,  who  carries  on  a  chemist's  business  at  146  Hoxton 
Street,  N.  Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  said  defendant  had 
paid  61.  by  cheque,  and  also  in  small  sums  21.  7s.  6d.  off 
the  original  debt,  which  was  now  very  old.  The  defendant 
was  in  a  very  good  way  of  business  in  Hoxton  Street,  and 
could  pay  the  whole  of  the  amount  down  if  he  chose. 
Defendant  said  the  landlord  had  walking  possession.  He 
had  no  banking  account.  He  sent  a  messenger  with  171. 
to  put  in  the  bank  a  fortnight  ago,  and  he  had  seen  neither 
the  171.  nor  the  messenger  since.  The  police  had  that 
matter  in'  hand.  He  was  now  earning  about  30s.  a  week. 
He  borrowed  the  money  to  start  this  business,  and  gave 
a  bill  of  sale.  He  had  also  a  Mayor's  Court  judgment  out 
against  him  for  121.  He  was  paying  50?.  a  year  rent,  of 
which  he  owed  two  quarters.  When  he  bought  the  business 
two  years  ago  he  gave  1501.  and  a  bill  of  sale  for  it.  Counrel 
asked  the  Judge  to  make  an  order  for  immediate  payment. 
His  Honour  :  But  he  says  he  has  given  a  bill  of  sale — in  fact, 
he  gave  it  when  he  bought  the  business.  Counsel  :  Yes, 
but  that  cannot  cover  the  stock,  which  would  have  to  be 
movable,  being  medicines,  drugs  of  all  sorts,  and  lints. 
Defendant  :  I  might  say  that  I  am  not  taking  anything  like 
what  I  was  in  October.  I  could  pay  10s.  a  month.  Mr. 
Moore  :  I  suggest  the  cash  drug-stores,  such  as  Boots  and 
people  of  that  sort,  do  you  an  immense  amount  of  harm. 
Defendant  :  They  do,  they  cut  prices  so.  His  Honour  :  I 
will  commit  him  for  ten  days  if  he  fails  to  pay  15s.  a  month. 
An  order  was  made  accordingly. 


Bankruptcies  an&  ^failures. 


Tie  James  Lyall,  trading  as  The  Carlton  Drug-stores, 
433  Green  Lanes.  Harringay,  N.,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — The 
first  meeting  of  the  creditors  interested  under  this  failure  took 
place  on  December  6,  at  the  offices  of  the  Official  Receiver  for 
the  Edmonton  district,  Bedford  Row.  W.C.  The  Official 
Receiver  said  the  debtor  had  not  completed  his  statement  of 
affairs,  therefore  he  was  unable  to  eive  the  meeting  much 
information.  He  had  received  proofs  of  debt  from  Messrs. 
Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.,  133/.,  but  they  were  also 
creditors  for  a  further  750/.,  which  was  secured  to  the  extent 
of  about  750/.,  in  respect  of  money  lent.  Messrs.  Butler  & 
Crisp  bad  lodged  a  proof  for  30/.  7s..  and  Miss  Lyall  had 
proved  for  52/.  on  an  I  O  U.  Messrs.  Butler  &  Crisp's  claim 
was  in  respect  of  patent  medicines  supplied.  The  representa- 
tive of  Messrs.  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson.  Ltd.,  said  he  under- 
stood that  outside  their  firm  the  debtor  had  no  other  large 
creditors.  The  Chairman  said  there  were  unwards  of  ninety- 
nine  creditors,  but  they  were  all  for  small  amounts.  The 
debtor  valued  his  stock-in-trade  at  530/.  and  his  trade  fixtures 
and  fittings  at  250/.    As  far  as  the  fixtures  and  fittings  were 


concerned,  however,  Messrs.  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson  had  a 
claim  on  them.  The  Official  Receiver  had  given  a  guarantee 
to  the  landlord  for  the  amount  of  rent  owing,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  distress  from  being  levied.  In  reply  to  a  creditor, 
the  Chairman  said  there  were  only  four  debts  due  to  the 
estate,  amounting  to  about  9s.,  the  debtor  apparently  having 
done  a  cash  business.  The  debtor  was  asked  if  the  530/.  which 
he  estimated  to  bo  the  value  of  the  stock  was  a  genuine  bona- 
fide  statement,  and  he  replied  in  the  affirmative.  It  was  not  a 
working  stock,  but  a  sunk  stock.  It  was  not  a  bogus  figure, 
but  a  real,  genuine  estimate  of  the  value  of  his  stock.  Messrs. 
Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson's  representative  said  he  was  glad  to 
hear  that,  as  he  had  received  a  number  of  inquiries  for  the 
business,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  find  a  purchaser.  If  so, 
it  would  benefit  them  and  also  the  creditors  generally.  As 
there  were  not  enough  creditors  present  to  form  a  quorum, 
the  meeting  was  formally  adjourned. 

Be  Frederick  William  Thackray,  32  Liverpool  Road, 
Southport,  Drysalter. — At  the  Liverpool  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
December  10,  the  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held. 
The  liabilities  were  stated  at  146/.,  and  assets  nil.  The  bank- 
rupt, in  the  course  of  his  examination  by  the  Official  Receiver, 
stated  that  he  was  related  by  marriage  to  Eli  Darlow,  who 
had  carried  on  business  in  Southport  as  a  money-lender.  He 
had  come  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court  for  "  protection  against 
Eli,"  or  his  wife,  Mrs.  Darlow,  who  now  carried  on  the 
business,  and  who  had  got  a  judgment  against  him  for  114/. 
Questioned  as  to  his  business,  the  bankrupt  stated  that  the 
"Pharmacy  Act  of  1904  "  made  things  very  bad  for  him. 
He  was  really  a  manufacturer  of  "  penny  pills  and  powders," 
which  he  sold  to  small  shopkeepers,  and  they  were  for  the 
relief  of  persons  suffering  from  headache  and  stomach  dis- 
orders. The  Official  Receiver:  You  call  yourself  a  whole- 
sale druggist  ?  The  Bankrupt :  Yes,  but  not  a  registered 
druggist.    The  examination  was  adjourned. 

Be  Henry  Bishop  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Harlesden  and  elsewhere. — 
The  affairs  of  this  company  of  druEr-storo  keepers,  now  in 
liquidation  (see  C.  &  D.,  May  5,  p.  701,  and  May  26,  p.  820. 
for  particulars),  came  before  the  Judge  at  Edmonton  County 
Court  on  December  11,  when  Mr.  Thomas  Ward,  who  latterly 
had  control  of  the  business,  gave  evidence.  In  the  course  of  this 
he  said  the  business  originally  beloneed  to  Mr.  H.  Bren,  who 
registered  the  company  in  December  1900  with  capital  of 
1.000/.,  in  1/.  shares,  Mr.  Bren  receiving  993  in  payment  for 
the  business,  only  seven  being  issued  for  cash.  Mr.  Bren 
disposed  of  ten,  and  he  afterwards  transferred  the  remaining 
983  which  he  held  to  witness,  who  became  managing  director. 
Mr.  Bren  owed  witness  about  200/.,  and  when  the  shares  were 
transferred  witness  gave  him  another  25/.  and  released  him 
from  the  debt.  Witness  had  since  disposed  of  all  of  them — 
some  he  had  eiven  away,  and  others  he  had  sold.  His  salary 
was  to  be  200/.  a  year,  but  he  did  not  receive  it  all,  and  in 
1903  ten  100/.  debentures  were  issued  to  him,  covering  the 
whole  of  the  assets  of  the  company,  for  services  rendered  and 
money  advanced.  The  company  had  shops  at  Lee,  Harlesden, 
742  and  479  Holloway  Road,  N„  and  Forty  Hill.  For  some 
time  before  the  company  was  wound  up  its  affairs  were  in  a 
bad  way,  and  litigation  was  constantly  taking  place,  while 
executions  were  frequently  levied.  He  attributed  its  failure 
to  want  of  capital.  The  books  of  the  company  contained  an 
account  of  his  transactions  with  it,  but  these  were  stolen  by 
thieves,  who  broke  into  the  offices  last  July,  and  had  not 
been  discovered.  In  June  1905  Mr.  M.  M.  Morris  paid 
witness  500/.  for  four  debentures  and  100  1/.  shares,  and 
witness  arranged  that  he  should  be  a  working  director  at  a 
salary  of  4/.  a  week.  Witness  received  the  money,  but  much 
of  it  afterwards  went  into  the  business  of  the  company.  He 
did  not  remember  representing  to  Mr.  Morris  that  the  assets 
of  the  company  were  worth  2,000/. — The  Official  Receiver 
questioned  the  witness  at  some  length  with  respect  to  a 
balance-sheet  produced  to  Mr.  Morris  showing  a  profit  of 
889/.  for  the  year  1904.  The  witness  said  that  the  balance- 
sheet  was  prepared  by  an  accountant,  but  witness  told  Mr. 
Morris  that  the  figures  were  wrong.  He  denied  that  it  was 
on  the  faith  of  this  balance-sheet  that  Mr.  Morris  parted  with 
his  money.  Morris  thought  that  he  was  getting  a  nice  little 
berth,  and  that  by  working  together  they  could  make  a  good 
business.  He  severed  his  connection  with  it  after  two  or 
three  months,  and  he  subsequently  brought  an  action  against 
witness  to  recover  the  500/.  on  the  ground  of  fraudulent  mis- 
representation. This  was  settled  by  witness  paying  him  100/. 
and  the  costs,  and  Morris  withdrew  all  imputations.  The 
latter  retained  three  of  the  debentures.  Witness  afterwards 
sold  five  debentures  to  Mr.  Marriott,  of  Muswell  Hill,  for 
500/.,  and  witness  told  him  that  he  could  be  a  working 
director  at  4/.  a  week.  Ho  denied  showing  Marriott  a  balance- 
sheet  in  which  the  profit  was  put  down  at  273/.  He  did  not 
think  that  if  Marriott  had  known  of  Morris's  action  he  would 
have  been  deterred  from  paying  the  500/.— The  examination 
was  adjourned,  and  the  witness  was  directed  to  furnish 
certain  information  before  the  next  hearing. 
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The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Shaw,  William  (carrying  on  business  as  Lowe  &  Wild),  King', 

Road,  Chelsea,  London,  S.W.,  chemist. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 
Owen,  Henry  Jenkin,  Cardiff,  chemist  and  druggist— dis 

charge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  November  8,  1908 


Company  IRews. 

Camwal,  Ltd.— The  annual  meeting  of  shareholders  in  this 
company  was  held  at  the  Frascati  Restaurant,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.,  on  December  11.  Mr.  Horace  Davenport  (chair- 
man of  directors)  presided,  and  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  John 
H.  Wilson  (Harrogate),  Mr.  Harry  Kemp  (Manchester),  and 
Mr.  H.  M.  Davenport.  The  attendance  of  shareholders  was 
small,  there  being  not  more  than  two  dozen  present,  and  the 
proceedings  were  tranquil,  terminating  within  half  an  hour. 
In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet 
(C.  cfc  D.,  December  8,  p.  854),  the  Chairman  said  there  was 
no  special  feature  in  the  doings  of  the  past  year  to  which  he 
could  call  attention.  The  business,  as  usual,  had  been  well 
managed,  and  the.  weather  had  been  favourable  for  trade  in 
aerated  waters.  The  company  had  increasing  competition  to 
contend  against,  and  in  this  connection  he  referred  to  the 
attempt  being  made  to  eliminate  the  middleman.  By  that  ho 
meant  the  practice  of  manufacturers  in  delivering  direct  to 
the  customer.  That  he  thought  a  mistaken  policy,  for  those 
who  indulged  in  it  overlooked  the  fact  that  if  all  makers 
started  to  do  the  same  there  would  soon  be  an  end  of  the 
business.  But  competition  had  to  be  met,  and  he  asked  that 
shareholders  should  give  the  directors  a  free  hand  in  the 
matter,  so  that  they  might  do  what  they  thought  best.  Mr. 
W.  M.  Campbell  thought  the  directors  should  be  allowed  a 
free  hand  to  deal  with  competition,  which  was  ever  increasing, 
and  the  shareholders  present  acquiesced.  The  motion  for- 
mally put  by  the  Chairman  was  seconded  and  carried  nem. 
con.  The  dividends  suggested  were  also  accepted  unani- 
mously. Messrs.  F.  A.  Gould  and  H.  M.  Davenport  were  re- 
elected directors,  and  auditors  for  London,  Mitcham,  Leeds, 
Bristol,  Birmingham,  and  Manchester  were  re-appointed. 

Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  company, 
held  at  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town,  on  December  13,  Mr. 
T.  H.  W.  Idris,  M.P.,  presided.  Mr.  Idris  received  a  warm 
welcome  from  the  shareholders  present  on  rising  to  move 
the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts.  He  first  thanked 
his  fellow-directors  for  the  paragraph  in  the  report  expressing 
pleasure  at  his  recovery  from  the  serious  accident  which 
befell  him  in  April  last.  Dealing  with  the  report,  which  was 
generally  considered  satisfactory,  he  said  the  company  had 
suffered  more  from  the  increased  price  of  raw  materials  during 
the  past  year  than  ever  before.  Tin,  of  which  they  use  large 
quantities,  had  been  much  higher  in  price,  while  sugar, 
though  a  little  lower  than  last  year,  is  still,  apart  from  the 
sugar-tax,  25  per  cent,  higher  than  it  was  in  pre-Convention 
days.    With  regard  to  the  sugar-tax  Mr.  Idris  said : 

On  March  27  last  I  had  an  opportunity  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  seconder  of  a  motion,  to  express  my  views  in 
which  I  gave  evidence  of  the  madness  of  the  Convention 
policy,  in  a  very  full  House,  and  I  had  very  full  reason  to 
be  satisfied  that  the  condemnation  of  the  Convention  was 
fully  acquiesced  in  by  the  members  of  the  Ministry,  and 
by  at  least  four-fifths  of  tho  members  of  the  House.  Un- 
fortunately, it  is  out  of  our  power  to  get  rid  of  the  Conven- 
tion until  September  1908,  but  at  present  the  war-tax  of 
4s.  2d.  per  cwt.  gives  us  a  burden  of  fully  double  the  weight 
of  the  Convention.    I  was  unconscious  when  the  Budget 
was  put  through  on  April  30,  but  I  was  greatly  disappointed 
to  find  on  my  recovery  that  no  portion  of  the  sugar-tax  had 
been  taken  off.    In  reading  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  I  have,  however,  some  hopes  of  its  com- 
plete removal  in  the  coming  year. 
He  then  referred  to  another  factor  which  has  interfered  to 
some  extent  with  the  consumption  of  aerated  beverages — 
namely,  the  supply  of  aerated  tap-water  under  the  name  of 
soda-water.    He  contrasted  tho  purity  of  a  syphon  of  such 
water  (usually  drawn  from  the  Thames)  with  a  syphon  of 
Idris  soda-water  made  with  water  from  the  company's  own 
wells.    He  moved   the   adoption   of   the   report,  balance- 
sheet,   and  payment    of    dividends    recommended    by  the 
directors  fC.  d-  D.,  December  8,  p.  854).    Mr.  Adpar  Jones 
seconded,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously.    Messrs.  W.  A-dpar 
Jones  and  Walter  H.  W.  Idris  were  re-elected  directors,  and 
the  auditors  were  re-appointed. 


2>eatb0, 


Bartholomew. — At  Addlestone,  Surrey,  on  November 
27,  Mr.  William  Bartholomew,  pharmaceutical  chemist 
(formerly  of  Egham),  aged  seventy-six. 

Preston.— At  Stratford-on-Avon,  on  November  30,  Mr. 
Ben  Mountain  Preston,  chemist  and  druggist  (formerly  of 
York),  aged  twenty-eight.  Mr.  Preston  went  to  Stratford 
about  four  years  ago,  succeeding  to  the  business  of  Mr. 
Francis  Cole,  in  Bridge  Street.  He  was  full  of  enterprise 
and  energy,  and  was  extending  the  business  in  a  marked 
manner.  A  few  months  ago  an  internal  disease  developed, 
and  he  went  for  a  few  weeks  to  Torquay.  He  gradually 
became  worse,  however,  and,  returning  home,  died.  Much 
sympathy  is  felt  in  the  town  for  his  young  widow  and  child. 

Reed. — At  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  November  22,  Mr. 
William  Reed,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-two. 

Ebert. — At  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Chicago,  on  No-' 
vember  20,  Mr.  Albert  E.  Ebert,  Ph.D.,  pharmacist 
and  honorary  member  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  aged  sixty-six. 
Mr.  Ebert  was  one  of  the 
best-known  retail  pharma- 
cists in  the  United  States, 
and  he  was  also  known  to 
some  in  this  country,  hav- 
ing attended  the  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceu- 
tical Conference  held  at 
Dundee  in  1867.  He  was 
German  born,  but  his 
parents  went  to  Chicago 
when  he  was  an  infant,  and 
there  he  spent  sixty-five 
years  of  his  life.  After  his 
apprenticeship  to  the  drug- 
trade  he  entered  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Phar- 
macy, where  he  graduated 
in  1864,  then  studied  in 
Germany,  under  Wittstein 

and  Liebig,  graduating  as  Ph.D.  in  1867.    Before  returning 
to  Chicago  he  made  a  tour  of  Europe,  his  visit  to  the 
B.P.C.    being    included    in   it.      He   commenced  busi- 
ness in  Chicago  in  1868,  and  at  once  identified  himself 
with  the  leading  movements  of  American  pharmacy.  He 
was  President  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association 
in  1872,  and  on  retiring  from  the  office  founded  the  Ebert 
Prize  for  the  best  contribution  to  the  Association  resulting 
from  original  investigation.    Mr.  Ebert  (he  never  appears 
to  have  used  his  doctorate  title)  was  a  prolific  writer,  and, 
without  giving  up  his  retail  business,  had  acted  as  editor 
of  two  pharmacy  papers.    Last  May  he  removed  his  phar- 
macy from  the  corner  (426  State  Street,    Chicago,  the 
lease  having  been  bought)  which  it  had  occupied  for  so 
many  years.    About  the  same  time  his  wife  died.  These 
changes  weighed  heavily  upon  him,  but  he  enjoyed  fairly 
good  health  until  the  beginning  of  November,  when  an 
attack  of  appendicitis  necessitated  an  operation,  and  to  the 
results  of  this  he  succumbed.    He  leaves  one  daughter.  An 
American  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  further 
particulars  :  Professor  Ira  Remsen,  President  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  was  a  classmate  of  Mr.  Ebert  in 
Germany,  and  the  two  were  lifelong  friends.    Mr.  Ebert 
was  intimate  with  all  of  the  great  leaders  of  American 
pharmacy  during  his  lifetime,  and  was  particularly  on 
close  personal  terms  with  Procter,  Parrish,  Maisch,  Rice, 
and  Squibb.    He  was  given  a  public  funeral  in  the  Chicago 
College  of  Pharmacy,  and  speeches  were  made  by  repre- 
sentatives of  different  pharmaceutical  bodies.    Among  the 
speakers  were  President  Leo  Eliel,  of  the  A.  Ph.  A.,  and 
George  P.  Engelhard,  of  the  Chicago  Veteran  Druggists' 
Association.    A  movement  to  erect  a  public  monument  over 
the  grave  of  Mr.  Ebert  has  been  initiated. 

Jenkins. — On  December  2,  suddenly,  Zina  Amy,  the 
wife  of  the  Rev.  W.  Jenkins,  Rector  of  Lawrenny,  Pem- 
brokeshire, and  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  W. 
Hustler,  J.P.,  Pembroke. 
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Birtb. 


Pollard.— At  Ryde,  on  December  9,  the  wife  of  E.  W. 
Pollard,  B.Sc,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 


flDarriaoes. 


Berry— Christy.— At  St.  Mary  Abbotts,  Kensington, 
on  December  5,  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  James,  Thomas  Darby, 
third  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry,  of  Townsend  House,  Curry 
Kivel,  and  Burton  House,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W.,  to 
Violet,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Christy, 
F.L.S.,  of  the  Manor  House,  Wallington,  Surrey. 

Blythe — Boyle. — At  St.  Mark's  Church,  Blackburn,  on 
December  7,  Lance  Blythe,  second  son  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Blythe 
(of  William  Blythe  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemical-manufacturers, 
Church),  to  Susie,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Boyle, 
of  Blackburn. 

Reavley — Penman. — At  the  Wesleyan  Church,  Jarrow- 
on-Tyne,  on  December  5,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Reavley,  brother  of 
the  bridegroom,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  S.  Snowdon  and  the 
Rev.  M.  T.  Pickering,  Robert  Reavley,  pharmaceutical 
chemist  (of  Messrs.  Mandell  &  Co.,  Stockton),  to  Rachel, 
youngest  daughter  of  Alderman  J.  T.  0.  Penman,  Jarrow- 
on-Tyne. 


£raoe  Motes. 


Chemists'  Calendars. — We  have  already  received 
several  chemists'  almanacs  and  calendars,  notes  on  which 
we  hope  to  publish  soon. 

"  Houghtons'  Quarterly  "  is  the  title  of  a  publication 
which  Messrs.  Houghtons,  Ltd.,  88  and  89  High  Holborn, 
London,  W.C.,  issue  for  distribution  by  dealers  to 
amateurs.  The  Christmas  number,  which  we  have  just 
received,  is  attractively  produced,  and  the  novelties  are 
such  as  should  attract  business.  • 

Bottle-list. — The  new  price-list  of  Messrs.  H.  Poths  & 
Co.,  4,  5,  and  6  Bury  Court,  St.  Mary  Axe,  London,  E.C., 
illustrates  and  prices  a  large  number  of  bottles  and  allied 
goods.  A  feature  is  also  made  of  boxes,  especially  postal 
boxes,  the  latter  being  of  a  pattern  approved  by  the  Post- 
master-General. Show  and  specimen  jars  are  special  items, 
the  firm  claiming  to  be  original  introducers  of  this  class  ol 
glassware. 

Violet-leaves. — Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  of  Messrs. 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Exeter,  has  issued  a  pamphlet 
containing  a  synopsis  of  all  that  is  known  of  the  modern 
medicinal  uses  of  violet-leaves.  The  pamphlet,  which  runs 
to  twenty-four  pages,  is  divided  into  three  parts — (1)  dealing 
with  the  chemical  constituents,  (2)  a  record  of  clinical  ex- 
perience, and  (3)  biological  experiments.  The  booklet  sells 
at  6d.,  but  is  obtainable  by  chemists  for  sale  to  medical 
practitioners  at  2s.  6d.  a  dozen. 

Ratin  is  a  bacteriological  remedy  for  plagues  of  rats  and 
mice.    It  is  supplied  ready  for  use  by  the  Ratin  Laboratory, 
17  Gracechurch  Street,  London,  E.C.,  the  directors  of 
which  have  submitted  rescripts  of  testimony  as  to  the 
efficacy  of  Ratin  in  experiments  made  in  Germany.  Some 
of  these  trials  were  made  to  show  the  harmlessness  of  Ratin 
to  domestic  animals,  and  others  to  show  its  efficacy  in 
destroying  vermin.    The  testimony  is  all  much  to  the 
same  effect,  the  following  paragraph  being  characteristic  : 
Ratin,  when  applied  in  solid  or  liquid  cultures,  produces 
among  rats  an  epidemic,  having  a  very  high  mortality, 
often  reaching  100  per  cent.,  and  in  cases  where  ordinary' 
poisons  are  useless.    The  cultures  are  eaten  readily  by  rats 
and  mice,  andare  applied  without  difficulty,  and  are  harm- 
less to  domestic  animals. 

V.  P.  Drinks.— The  Vine  Products  Co.,  Ltd.,  74  Great 
Tower  Street,  London,  E.C.,  supply  a  sterilised  concen- 
trated grape  juice  from  which  a  temperance  beverage  is 
readily  made  by  dilution.  On  the  same  lines  the  V.P. 
grape-juice  cordial  has  been  produced  as  a  new  non-alcoholic 
drink  for  winter  use.  For  use  the  cordial  is  diluted  with 
plain  or  aerated  water,  or  with  hot  water  if  the  weather 


conditions  demand  it.  A  booklet  has  been  issued  giving- 
particulars  of  the  cordial  and  other  non-alcoholic  wines 
which  chemists  desirous  of  extending  business  in  this- 
direction  should  obtain. 


Cooperative  Bihiqs. 


T.IE  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  has  now  concentratec? 
its  drug-packing  department  in  the  extensive  works' 
at  Pelaw,  near  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  henceforth  such 
work  will  not  be  done,  as  heretofore,  at  the  Crumpsall 
and  Silvertown  works.  The  drug-department  at  the  Pelaw 
works  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Robert  Acrid  Wallis, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  has  been  with  the  C.W.S.  for 
eleven  years.  The  Society  inaugurated  the  policy  of  con- 
centration at  Pelaw  on  December  1,  when  a  party  of  300' 
managers  and  members  of  committees  of  co-operative- 
societies  (principally  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire),  with 
several  C.W.S.  buyers  and  heads  of  departments,  visited! 
the  works.  We  take  the  following  notes  on  the  visit  from 
the  ' 1  Co-operative  News  ' '  : 

Mr.  Wallis  .  .  .  organised  the  drug  and  drysaltery  depart- 
ment in  Newcastle,  and  had  with  him  a  staff  of  six.  The 
department  was  removed  to  Pelaw  three  or  four  years  after 
its  inauguration,  and  its  subsequent  development  has  been- 
very  great.  The  sales  for  the  first  week  were  19?. ;  now,  for 
the  same  length  of  time,  they  are  over  4,000?.  Mr.  Wallis  was 
very  busy  entertaining  his  visitors  on  Saturday,  but  he  kindly 
found  time  to  have  a  short  conversation  with  our  representa- 
tive. "  Yes,"  he  modestly  stated,  "  I  think  we  have  done  very 
well  since  we  started  here,  but  there  is  a  lot  of  scope  for 
development  yet ;  in  fact,  in  my  opinion,  we  have  scarcely 
touched  the  fringe  of  the  drug-trade.  We  manufacture,  or 
can  manufacture,  all  the  patent  medicines  co-operators  may 
require,  and  our  endeavour  has  always  been  to  give  them  a. 
good  article  for  a  fair  price.  When  bringing  out  new  articles, 
we  always  try  to  go  one  better  than  our  competitors,  and1 
that,  I  think,  has  been  the  secret  of  our  success." 

Co-operators  are  familiar  with  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the 
Association  of  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles  towards 
the  C.W.S.,  but  the  results  are  probably  quite  different  to 
what  they  (the  manufacturers)  anticipated  and  desired.  The 
directors  of  the  Society  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  now 
manufacture  the  principal  articles  of  which  they  were  denied! 
supiplics.  One  of  the  articles  in  question  was  a  well-known 
emulsion.  Mr.  Wallis  had  also  a  cod-liver  oil  emulsion,  and 
the  sale  of  it,  since  the  Association  took  their  action,  has 
increased  fifteenfold.  Practically  the  same  tale  could  be  told 
of  the  other  articles  manufactured  by  the  members  of  the 
Association.  The  polish  made  at  Pelaw  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  the  Wholesale  Society's  productions.  .  .  . 

The  visitors  proceeded  to  Newcastle,  where  they  dined  at 
the  C.W.S.  dining-room.  Mr.  Tweddell  (Chairman  of  the 
Newcastle  branch)  prosided;  and  welcomed  the  visitors.  He 
proceeded  to  refer  to  the  action  taken  a  few  months  ago  by  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Traders'  Association,  saying  they  all 
knew  the  nature  of  that  action,  and  he  was  pleased  to  he  able  to 
state  that  the  Society  was  now  manufacturing  for  co-operators 
most  of  the  articles  in  question.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  order  to  do 
that  with  effectiveness,  the  directors  had  decided  to  concen- 
trate the  manufacture  of  those  articles  as  much  as  possible, 
and  they  had  extensive  facilities  for  doing  it  at  Pelaw.  They 
wanted,  through  the  now  policy,  to  secure  economy  in  produc- 
tion and  distribution,  and  uniformity  in  quality.  The 
directors  thanked  the  buyers  and  committeemen  for  the 
generous  orders  placed  at  Pelaw,  and  hoped  they  would  all 
join  together  and  show  those  who  were  trying  to  block  their 
way  that  there  was  in  the  movement  sufficient  enthusiasm  to 
render  their  efforts  futile.  (Applause.) 

The  italics  in  the  foregoing  are  ours.  The  statements  in- 
volved are  somewhat  surprising  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
C.W.S.  are  defendants  in  a  High  Court  action  respecting 
Iron-Ox,  a  single  one  of  many  P.A.T.A.  articles  of  which 
they  are  denied  supplies  because  they  refuse  to  conform  to 
the  P.A.T.A.  conditions. 


"  Pitfalls  for  the  Chemist." — A  recent  issue  of  "  Home 
Chaf "  contains  a  sympathetic  and  well-informed  article  on 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  chemist's  business._  The  text  is  the 
terrible  responsibility  of  the  retail  chemist  in  the  sale  of 
poisons,  and  the  ease  with  which  a  mistake  may  be  made.  The 
question  of  medical  dispensing  and  chemists  prescribing  is 
incidentally  touched  upon,  as  well  as  the  "  cruel  hardship 
suffered_  by  the  ordinary  retail  chemist  "  arising  from  "  what 
is  practically  unfair  competition  at  the  hands  of  certain  larg© 
drug-companies." 
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Westminster  TKDUsbom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 
In  accordance  with  the  announcement  made  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  November  17  and  with  the  inti- 
mation conveyed  by  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Home  Office,  to  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  and 
Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  figured 
among  the  measures  which  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman 
announced  on  Friday,  December  7,  that  the  Government 
would  be  obliged  to  drop.  In  making  his  statement  and 
enumerating  the  Bills  for  which  no  further  time  could  be 
found  during  the  present  Session,  the  Prime  Minister  said 
he  must  congratulate  the  "  innocents"  who  were  now  to  be 
"massacred"  on  the  fact  that  they  had  had  a  longer  life 
than  usual,  extending  almost  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
measures  which  have  been  delivered  out  of  the  midst  of 
the  overthrow  were  chosen  because,  as  the  Premier  ex- 
plained, they  were  practically  non-contentious ;  and  the 
fact  that  the  Government  have  found  it  necessary  to  drop 
the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  reflects  their  opinion  that 
it  would  be  likely  to  excite  opposition.  Certainly,  the  full 
complement  of  motions  for  rejection — namely,  six — stood 
against  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  be- 
sides which  the  Government  probably  had  a  lively  recollec- 
tion of  the  opposition  which  the  measure  had  encountered 
during  its  passage  through  the  House  of  Lords.  Accord- 
ingly, on  Monday  evening,  after  the  Education  Bill  debate 
had  terminated  and  the  Street-betting  Bill  had  been  read  a 
third  time,  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  was  withdrawn 
from  the  list  of  Government  Orders  of  the  Day.  It  was 
shortly  before  1.30  a.m.  that  the  Bill  was  reached  in  the 
hurried  process  of  running  through  the  Orders  prior  to  the 
House  adjourning.  The  Government  then  intimated  that 
this,  in  common  with  many  other  measures,  would  not  be 
persisted  with,  and  the  entry  to  this  effect  upon  the  Minuto-s 
of  the  House  for  Monday,  December  10,  to  which  the 
Speaker  afterwards  affixed  his  signature,  read  as  follows  : 

35.  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords], — Order  for  Second 
Reading  read,  and  discharged  : — Bill  withdrawn. 

Opium-cultivation. 
In  answer  to  a  series  of  questions  put  to  him  by  Sir  Henry 
Cotton,  Mr.  John  Morley  has  stated  that  he  is  not  aware 
that  the  area  of  poppy-cultivation  in  India  had  increased 
from  542,633  acres  in  1894-5  to  612,230  acres  in  1904-5. 
The  Secretary  for  India,  however,  stated  that  he  considered 
that  an  immediate  and  substantial  ie  "action  is  desirable, 
and  that  he  had  given  instructions  to  this  effect.  He  could 
not  undertake  that  the  limit  of  the  area  under  poppy  in 
1894-5  would  at  once  be  reached,  as  this  would  be  attended 
with  inconvenience  to  the  cultivators;  but,  in  view  of  the 
probable  decrease  in  the  China  demand,  progressive  reduc- 
tions might  be  anticipated.  The  standard  number  of  Bengal 
chests  of  opium  for  export  was  fixed  in  1901  at  48,000, 
because  it  was  considered  that  the  area  of  cultivation  as 
it  then  stood  would  ordinarily  produce  that  quantity  of 
"provision"  opium.  Up  to  1901  the  higher  standard  of 
54,000  chests  had  been  nominally  in  force ;  but,  owing  to 
the  deficient  yield  of  successive  seasons  and  the  necessity 
for  replenishing  the  reserve  stock,  it  had  been  necessary  to 
restrict  the  sales  much  below  this  standard  between  the  years 
1895  and  1900.  By  1901  the  reserve  had  been  brought  up 
to  a  sufficient  amount,  and  it  became  possible  to  sell  the 
whole  annual  production,  subject  to  the  limit  of  48,000 
chests.  It  would  be  premature  to  make  any  statement  of 
future  policy  at  the  present  stage  of  the  Chinese  programme 
of  opium  reform.  The  number  of  chests  in  store  on  March  31, 
1906,  was  76,059.  Ten  years  before,  owing  to  bad  seasons, 
the  reserve  was  below  the  30,000  chests  on  a  corresponding 
date. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Winston  Churchill  stated  that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  (Lord  Elgin)  had  received  copies  of 
resolutions  passed  at  public  meetings  in  Singapore  and  the 
Malay  States  advocating  the  suppression  of  the  opium-traffic. 
As  to  what  Mr.  Churchill  described  as  the  alleged  discovery 
of  a  plant  which  will  cure  the  craving  for  opium,  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  said  that  Lord  Elgin  had  no 


information  in  this  matter  beyond  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  in  the  public  Press. 

Canadian  Commercial  Mission. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  informed  Mr.  Lons- 
dale on  Monday  that  Mr.  Richard  Grigg  has  been  sent  to 
Canada,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Commercial  Intelli- 
gence Committee,  on  a  commercial  mission  similar  to  those 
already  undertaken  to  South  Africa,  Australia  and  New 
Zealand,  and  other  countries.  The  purpose  of  his  visit, 
Mr.  Lloyd-George  added,  is  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  British  trade  in  the  Dominion,  and  to  sug- 
gest the  names  of  suitable  gentlemen  for  the  position  of 
correspondents  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  various  parts  of  Canada. 

Sunday  Closing  of  Shops. 

The  Home  Secretary  (Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone),  in  reply 
to  a  question  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Smith,  says  he  can  assure  the 
hon.  member  that  the  matter  of  the  Sunday  closing  of 
shops  has  his  sympathetic  consideration,  but  that  he  is 
afraid  he  cannot  at  the  present  time  say  anything  as  to  the 
prospects  of  legislation. 

Sleeping-sickness. 

Mr.  Rees  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  December  10 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  sleeping-sickness  cure  has 
been  discovered  by  a  Ceylon  medical  practitioner,  which  is 
attested  by  Sir  Patrick  Manson  and  Dr.  Daniell.  Mr. 
Winston  Churchill,  in  reply,  said  there  is  unfortunately 
no  truth  in  the  statement. 

Chinese  Trade-marks. 

Mr.  Tillett  repeated  on  December  7  the  question  he  asked 
some  time  ago  [C .  <£■  D.,  August  4,  p.  207)  on  this  subject. 
The  Foreign  Secretary  could  only  say,  further,  that  dis- 
cussion of  amendments  to  the  draft  regulations  is  still  pro- 
ceeding among  the  Powers  interested. 

Irish  Opticians. 

Mr.  Halpin  put  the  following  question  to  Mr.  Bryce  on 
Wednesday  : 

Whether,  owing  to  the  increase  of  defective  vision  in 
Ireland,  opticians  must  have  a  diploma  of  proficiency  before 
they  are  permitted  to  engage  in  the  trade  of  selling  glasses, 
or  fitting  the  same,  according  to  prescriptions  given  by 
medical  men  who  order  certain  grades  of  glasses  for  different 
cases  of  impaired  vision ;  whether,  in  view  of  the  forth- 
coming Dublin  Exhibition,  he  will  take  measures  to  prevent 
those  foreign  pedlars  who  make  a  living  by  following 
exhibitions  and  representing  themselves  as  American  optical 
companies  from  deceiving  persons  by  such  representations, 
they  being  without  any  status  or  qualifications  as  opticians ; 
that  those  who  obtain  concessions  for  selling  glasses  at  the 
forthcoming  Dublin  Exhibition  must  be  compelled  to  give 
the  name  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  domiciled,  also 
the_  city  and  place  of  business  in  the  same ;  and  that  to 
entitle  them  to  trade  as  opticians  at  exhibitions  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  they  must  satisfy  the  British  consul  in 
the  country  of  their  domicile  as  to  their  qualifications  and' 
proficiency. 

To  this  Mr.  Bryce  replied  :  "  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is 
necessary  that  persons  who  trade  as  opticians  in  Ireland 
should  hold  any  diploma  of  proficiency ;  and  I  am  advised 
that  the  Irish  Government  have  no  power  to  impose 
restrictions  such  as  the  hon.  member  suggests  upon  the 
sale  of  spectacles  at  exhibitions  or  elsewhere.  But  if 
pedlars  obtain  money  by  falsely  pretending  that  they  repre- 
sent companies  which  it  can  be  proved  they  do  not  repre- 
sent, the  police  will,  in  the  ordinary  eourse,  prosecute  them 
upon  an  information  being  sworn  by  any  person  who  has 
been  defrauded.  The  question  which  the  hon.  member 
raises  is  one  of  very  wide  import,  and  it  does  not  fall  within 
my  province  to  deal  with  it." 

Motor-spirit. 

Mr.  Harmood  Banner  asked  Mr.  Asquith  on  December  12 
when  it  is  intended  to  apply  the  provisions  of  Clause  1 
of  the  Revenue  Bill  [sic]  to  the  manufacture  of  alcohol 
for  use  as  motor-spirit.  The  Chancellor  replied  that  the 
industrial  methylated  spirit  authorised  by  Section  1  of  the 
Revenue  Act  cannot  in  any  circumstances  be  allowed  to  be 
used  for  motor-cars,  and  quoted  the  report  of  the  Alcohol 
Committee  to  the  effect  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  suggest 
that  mineralised  methylated  spirit  is  in  any  way  unsuitable- 
for  this  purpose. 
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Chemists'  Wtnbows. 


ATTRACTIVE  window-displays  originated  by  chemists 
themselves  are  always  worth  study,  so  it  is  with 
-pleasure  that  we  present  this  week  some  descriptive  notes  of 
a  series  of  displays  by  Mr.  Edward  Dangerfield,  chemist  and 
druggist,  with  Mr.  J.  Herbert  Lloyd,  Bedford,  who  has 
on  occasions  prior  to  this  given  his  fellow  C.  <£.-  D.  readers 
the  benefit  of  his  ingenuity  in  fhis  art.  Mr.  Dangerfield, 
having  whetted  the  appetite  of  the  local  public  for  un- 
common window-displays,  finds  it  necessary  to  introduce  a 
fresh  "  sensation  "  at  fortnightly  intervals  or  thereabouts. 

Cheistmas  Windows. — The  approach  of  Christmas  (nowa- 
days a  sort  of  refined  saturnalia)  almost  invites  spectacular 
and  bizarre  window-displays.  My  latest  essays  have  been  of 
a  humorous  and  pantomimic  character.  The  earlier  of  these 
consisted  essentially  of  a  green  garden  fence,  a  noble  police 

officer,  and  a 
couple  of  saucy 
boys.  The  boys' 
heads  appeared 
alternately  above 
the  palings ;  one 
slowly  and 
stealthily,  the 
other  suddenly 
and  jerkily. 
These  contrasted 
movements  were 
obtained  by 
means  of  a  re- 
volving cam. 
The  policeman's 
head  continually 
revolved  (in 

.defiance  of  the  most  elementary  principles  of  anatomy).  He 
himself  was  a  pleasing  and  impressive  sight  in  his  official 
panoply  of  blue  and  silver.  His  lamp  was  constructed  of  the 
usual  composition  wax  and  the  glass  ball  from  a  defunct 
ginger-ale  bottle.  In  front  of  the  fence  was  arranged  a 
tempting  display  of  jujubes,  brimstone-and-treacle,  tablets, 
etc.    Legend : 

The  officer  has  to  keep  his  eyes  about  him,  or  these  boys  would 
soon  have  the  jujubes  and  lozenges  I    They  are  Lloyd's  ! 

Members  of  the  local  police  force  much  appreciated  this  ex- 
hibition. Needless  to  say,  this  rather  complicated  arrange- 
ment required  careful  adjustment  and  a  considerable  con- 
sumption of  zinc  in  the  bichromate  cells  supplying  the  busy 
motor. 

My  Present  Display  is  of  a  less  ambitious  character.  In 
this  case  a  grinning,  sun-burnt  youngster  sits  on  a  pier,  fish- 
ing. He  wears  a  broad-'orimmed,  black-glazed  hat,  blue 
shirt,  and  somewhat  ragged  continuations.  His  arms  and 
legs  are  bare.  From  the  extremity  of  his  fishing-rod  dangles 
a  hire  with  crimson-and-green  float,  and  hook  on  which  is 
impaled  a  weird  monster  of  the  deep  (about  6  in.  in  length) 
evidently  a  codfish  by  its  beard.  Movement  is  imparted  to 
the  fisherman  and  his  "  take  "  bv  means  of  an  electro-magnet. 
Ine  window  is  otherwise  well  filled  with  cod-liver  oil  (Win- 
chesters, 8  oz.,  and  16  oz.),  emulsion,  malt  and  oil,  petroleum 
emulsion,  etc. 

{To  be  continued.) 


Scientific  progress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 

Blaudium  is  the  name  given  by  A.  Fliigge  to  pure  ferrous 

carbonate  prepared  by  a  process  which  he  has  patented  in 
Germany  (D.R.P.,  178,878  of  1905).    ^he  c^rfconlKtire 

fion  fn  fr^tl  T  T  sodlum  ^carbonate  in  aqueous  solu- 
tion in  presence  of  glycerin  or- sugar,  and  the  precipitate 
treed  from  water  by  centrifuge.  prw-ipttare 

A  Wew  Aromatic  A^ehyde.-Von  Soden  and  Trett  have 
ox.d.sed  the  alcohol,  nerol.  which  they  isolated  from  neroH 
«  J£Y°  u°  be  1S?^?™C,  w,th  geraniol,  and  find  that  the 
aldehyde  resulting  which  they  term  neral,  is  isomeric  with 
f'itvni  18  Pr°b?bl7  identical  with  the  so-called  citral  6 
a>  ™e  Principal  oxidatirvn-product  of  geraniol,  would 

n  neial6  tLT™^  ,dTM  a,8,  gerania''  and  ^1 
f,!  In       u  £*Awo  f^ydes.  as  well  as  the  two  alcohols,  are 
in  an  probability  stereoisomers. 

Persea  Oil._.jPari  Gras  has  distilled  the  essential  oil  from 
t no  leaves  of  Persea  gratissima,  which  have  a  flavour  recalling 
those  of  aniseed  and  tarragon.    It  is  sold  in  France  under  the 


name  "essence  d'Avocatier."  Its  characters  are  as  follows: 
Sp.  gr.  0.956;  op.  rot.  +2°  22';  refractive  index  1.51389; 
ester-value  3.8;  and  acetyl-ester  value  18.9.  It  is  soluble  in 
six  volumes  of  80-pcr-eent.  alcohol,  with  slight  turbidity 
and  separation  of  a  little  stearoptene.  Its  principal  con- 
stituent is  methyl-chavicol,  and  the  only  other  constituents 
identified  with  certainty  are  pinene  and  a  small  quantity  of 
a  solid  paraffin. 

Thorianite — This  cubical  Ceylon  mineral  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam Ramsay  received  three  years  ago,  and  which  was  named 
thorianite  by  Professor  Dunstan,  was  the  subject  of  some 
controversy  at  the  time  owing  to  analyses  by  pupils  of  the 
former  differing  from  the  results  obtained  by  Dr.  T.  A.  Henry, 
of  the  Imperial  Institute  laboratories.  The  fact  is  now 
recalled  by  a  note  in  the  "Chemical  News,"  1906,  233,  by 
Sir  William  Ramsay,  which  prefaces  a  paper  by  Dr.  E.  H. 
Biichner'dealing  with  the  composition  of  thorianite  and  the 
relative  radio-activity  of  its  constituents.  The  chief  interest 
of  the  paper  lies  in  the  resolution  of  the  constituents  of  the 
lead  precipitate,  and  we  merely  note  it  so  that  those  specially 
interested  may  refer  to  the  original. 


personalities. 

.Mr.  Page  Woodcock  has  resigned  his  position  on  the 
Lincoln  Town  Council  owing  to  his  removal  to  London. 

Alderman  H.  Potter  (Potter  &  Clarke)  has  been  elected 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Stepney  Borough 
Council. 

Mr.  W.  James  Leggatt,  Liverpool,  is  no  longer  con- 
nected with  the  Drug-stores  Association,  of  which  Associa- 
tion, under  another  title,  he  was  so  long  the  secretary. 

Councillor  A.  F.  Barnard,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Columbia  Road,  London,  E.,  has  been  elected  Chairman  of 
the  Electricity  Committee  of  the  Bethnal  Green  Borough 
Council. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  M.P.,  is  an  alderman  of  St.  Pan- 
eras,  and  last  week  attended  for  the  first  time  since  his 
accident  the  Borough  Bench,  receiving  a  cordial  greeting 
from  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  Lyman  Brown,  of  New  York  City,  managing 
director  of  A.  J.  White,  Ltd.,  London,  who  died  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  London,  on  October  8  last,  aged  65  years,  left 
estate  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  the  gross  value  of 
31,782Z.  2s.  Ad.,  of  which  the  net  personalty  has  been  sworn 
at  31,482Z.  6.?.  8d. 


Mrs.  Scale,  the  defendant  in  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  Ltd.  v.  Scale. 
(A  sketch  in  court  by  the  "  Morning  Leader  "  artist.) 
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©bsewatione  anfc  IReflectlons. 

By  Xraysee. 

The  Intelligent  Anticipation 

of  the  C.  &  D.  was  soon  justified 
by  the  Prime  Minister's  official  dismissal  of  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Bill.  Probably  only  five  people,  exclusive  of  those 
directly  interested  in  promoting  the  consumption  of  poisons, 
out  of  the  King's  forty  million  subjects  will  care  a  straw  if 
the  Bill  is  never  heard  of  again.  Among  those  five  are  two 
or  three  gentlemen  at  the  Privy  Council  office,  and  they 
may  be  reminded  that  no  British  Ministry  has  succeeded  in 
passing  any  Bill  relating  to  either  poisons  or  pharmacy,  since 
the  Arsenic  Act  in  1851,  without  the  direct  co-operation  of 
the  representatives  of  the  pharmaceutical  profession. 

The  L.C.C.  Progressives 

have  something  to  learn  in  the  way 
of  strategy.  They  know  they  are  on  a  slippery  slope,  and 
that  their  amiable  Moderate  colleagues  are  hoping  and  aim- 
ing to  encourage  their  precipitation  down  it.  The  Moderate 
leader  is,  or  was,  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  To  keep  him  in  that  position  until  April  would 
have  probably  saved  several  Progressive  seats,  and  a  smart 
diplomatist  would  have  certainly  manoeuvred  to  accomplish 
this  object.  The  Progressives  of  the  L.C.C.  muster  thirty 
or  forty  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Suppose  they  had 
offered  the  lot  for  pharmacy  on  condition  that  Mr.  Robinson 
remained  at  his  Bloomsbury  post.  They  would  at  least 
have  created  a  pretty  dilemma  for  his  two  loyalties. 

The  Proposed  French  Specialite  Tax 

has  excited  the  phar- 
maciens  of  the  Republic  to  the  extent  even,  according  to  the 
Paris  correspondent  of  this  paper,  of  bringing  the  cutters 
and  the  price-maintainers  into  temporary  harmony.  To 
recommend  the  tax  to  our  neighbours  as  the  result  of  our 
own  experience  might  suggest  to  them  the  story  of  the  fox 
who,  having  lost  his  own  tail,  tried  to  induce  his  fellow- 
foxes  to  have  their  tails  cut  off  for  convenience.  It  is,  of 
course,  impossible  to  say  whether  the  tax  on  proprietary 
medicines  has  damaged  the  business  in  them  here,  but  it  is 
certain  many  of  the  large  makers  of  them  do  not  think  it  has. 
They  at  least  would  oppose  any  proposal  to  repeal  the  duty. 
There  may  be  economic  or  ethical  arguments  against  the 
familiar  red  band,  but  these  probably  do  not  greatly  vex 
either  the  British  or  French  specialists.  But  what  might  be 
fairly  urged  on  the  French  Minister  of  Finance,  and  indeed 
on  our  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  is  that  if  he  resolves 
to  tax  proprietary  medicines  he  should  put 
A  Tax  on  Proprietaries 

in  all  other  trades.  Why  not  ?  Why 
should  not  all  sorts  of  products  in  which  exclusive  owner- 
ship is  expressly  claimed,  from  Pears's  soap  to  Panhard's 
motors,  share  in  the  benefit,  if  such  it  be,  of  the  Government 
stamp  or  its  equivalent?  These  makers  of  proprietary 
things  provide  a  goodly  proportion  of  the  work  of  our  Law 
Courts,  and  though  they  no  doubt  pay  their  own  lawyers' 
bills,  the  Judges,  the  buildings,  and  the  officials  generally 
are  kept  going  at  the  public  expense.  All  they  contribute  in 
other  businesses  than  medicine  may  be  25s.  for  fourteen 
years  for  a  trade-mark.  For  that  we  supply  a  public  of 
forty  millions,  we  spend  twenty-five  millions  a  year  to  teach 
that  public  to  read  their  advertisements,  and  we  protect 
them  against  pirates.  It  is  far  too  cheap.  Why  should  we  not 
charge  for  our  services  at  a  reasonable  rate?  And  if  the 
little  proprietary-medicine  trade  can  hand  over  to  the 
Revenue  a  third  of  a  million  a  year,  what  possibilities  are 
not  latent  in  the  foods,  the  drinks,  the  clothing,  the  house- 


hold goods  of  all  kinds  which  sport  the  apostrophe,  if 
guaranteed  by  a  Government  stamp  "to  imitate  which  is 
felony  "  ? 

The  Curious  Point 

extracted  from  the  Medical  Act  at  the 
recent  session  of  the  General  Medical  Council  by  Mr.  Arthur- 
Thomson  is  one  more  illustration  of  the  old  comment  of 
which  Lord  St.  Leonards  was  the  author,  that  "nothing  is 
so  difficult  as  to  properly  construct  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  nothing  more  easy  than  to  pull  one  to  pieces."  In  the 
recent  instance  the  Council  had  voted  on  a  motion  concern- 
ing the  examinations  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin. 
There  were  twelve  votes  in  support  of  the  motion  and  nine 
against  it,  while  seven  members  present  did  not  vote.  Mr. 
Thomson  thereupon  directed  attention  to  Section  9  of  the 
Medical  Act,  which  requires  that  "  all  acts  of  the  General 
Council  shall  be  decided  by  the  votes  of  the  majority  of 
the  members  present."  Clearly,  therefore,  the  decision  just 
recorded  was  not  valid.  .  The  exact  purport  of  the  words 
had  never  been  noticed  before,  and  perhaps  the  Council  has 
in  the  past  adopted  other  resolutions— possibly  it  has  struck 
names  off  the  Medical  Register— in  a  similar  illegal  manner. 
Dr.  Norman  Moore  thought  the  minutes  ought  to  be 
searched,  but  the  President  airily  skimmed  oyer  the  diffi- 
culty by  ruling  that  a  vote  so  taken  was  valid  if  it  had  not 
been  challenged.  That  ruling  is  obviously  absurd.  The 
General  Medical  Council  must  obey  the  Act  whether  it  likes 
it  or  not,  and  its  President  has  no  authority  to  limit  or 
extend  its  exact  terms. 
Jus  Dicere  non  Jus  Dare 

is  the  rule  which  guides  judges.  It 
is  their  duty  to  declare  the  law,  not  to  make  it.  Even  if  the 
consequences  are  the  opposite  of  what  it  is  believed  the 
Legislature  intended,  that  is  no  concern  of  theirs.  There  is 
a  Bill  now  before  Parliament  called  the  Licensing, 
(Removal  of  Doubts)  Bill,  which  deals  with  a  somewhat 
similar  case.  The  Licensing  Act  of  1904  said  "  the  whole 
body  of  justices"  must  do  certain  things,  and  the  High 
Court  held  that  to  mean  exactly  what  it  said  ;  that  a  decision 
was  not  valid  unless  all  the  justices  of  a  particular  court 
had  heard  the  case.  An  historic  instance  of  words  in  a 
statute  having  a  great  effect  not  originally  contemplated  was 
in  the  Act  passed  when  the  Hanoverian  dynasty  acquired 
the  British  Crown.  The  Parliamentary  oath  then  pre- 
scribed was  only  intended  to  be  a  test  of  loyalty,  not  of 
religion,  and  was  directed  particularly  against  the  Jacobites 
and  Romanists.  But  it  ended  with  the  words,  "  on  the  true 
faith  of  a  Christian,"  and  consequently  excluded  Jews. 
The  disability  was  only  removed  in  1858.  Moreover, 
In  Pharmaceutical  Legislation 

and  in  Acts  of  Parliament 
closely  related  thereto  we  have  had  a  fair  share  of  drafts- 
men's oversights  and  of  misapprehensions  of  explicit  statu- 
tory expressions.  The  famous  casus  omissus  of  companies 
first  suggests  itself.  Besides,  it  will  be  remembered  that  the 
true  meanings  of  the  seller,  of  executors'  rights,  and  of  the 
term  "patent  medicines  "  were  only  drilled  into  the  Blooms- 
bury  brain  after  visits  to  the  Law  Courts.  Then  there  was 
the  breakdown  of  the  early  Adulteration  Act  when  it 
appeared  that  inspectors  who  bought  food  or  drugs  with  a 
view  to  prosecution  were  not  personally  prejudiced,  as  the 
statute  required  them  to  be,  when  the  articles  were  adul- 
terated. And  lastly  may  be  mentioned  the  defeats  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  by  Mr.  Lamplough  a  number  of  years  ago, 
and  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  recently,  on  words  which  had  been 
before  the  great  lawyers  at  Somerset  House  for  a  century  or 
thereabouts,  but  the  signification  of  which  they  had  never 
grasped. 
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MILO 


FOOD 


NOTICE. 


ChrisiasHoiays 


The  Works  and  Offices  of  The 
"Sanitas"  Co.,  Ltd.,  will  be  closed 
on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednes- 
day, the  24th,  25th,  and  26th  inst. 


THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  Ltd. 

Locksley  Street,  Limehouse,  London,  E. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,   LONDON,  S,W 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCH&GERMAN 
-'toy  medicines 


PRICE    LIST   ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


CAUTION. 

It  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

Proprietors  of 
STEEDMAN'S  SOOTHING  POWDERS 
that  persons  representing  themselves  to  be 
authorized  travellers  of  the  firm  are  offering 
for  sale  spurious  powders,  Steedman  &  Co, 
beg  to  caution  the  trade  against  buying 
from  such  persons. 


STEEDMAN  &  CO  EMPLOY  NO  TRAVELLERS. 


NESTLE  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  CO., 

6  &  8  EASTCHEAP-  E.C. 


LUDDINGTON'S 

--,  2/6,    OILS,    and  5/-. 

BEST   KNOWN   LAMBING  MEDICINE. 
Attractive  Advertising.    On  the  P.A.T.A.  List. 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  LTD.,  LINCOLN. 


Trade  Terms  of 


SPRATT'S  PATENT,  Ltd.,  24  &  25  Fenchurch  St,,  LONDON,  E.C, 


EbftoriaX  Comments* 


Justice  and  Reform. 

The  Prime  Minister's  final  announcement  of  the  sacrifice 
of  Parliamentary  innocents,  and  the  formal  withdrawal  of 
the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  in  the  early  hours  of 
Tuesday  morning,  complete  the  announcement  by  the 
C.  &  D.  a  month  ago  that  this  was  to  be  the  issue  of  the 
Government's  attempt  to  amend  the  Act  of  1868  to  regulate 
the  sale  of  poisons.  In  this  "intelligent  anticipation,"  as 
"  Xrayser  "  dubs  it,  but  "  record  of  fact,"  as  we  prefer  to 
call  it,  we  do  not  profess  to  have  done  anything  more  than 
is  expected  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  but  prominence 
was  given  to  the  circumstance  by  the  retiring  President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  publicly  disputing  our  accuracy. 
Mr.  Robinson  will,  we  feel  sure,  be  the  first  to  acknowledge 
that  our  pages  quite  frequently  give  our  pharmaceutical 
leaders  first-hand  information,  besides  indicating  the  most 
profitable  line  of  policy  to  follow.  We  have  on  many  occa- 
sions during  the  past  year  argued  that  pharmacy  legislation 
on  the  basis  of  the  Society's  Bill  and  the  Government's  Bill 
should  not  be  proceeded  with  until  a  Select  Committee  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  considering  and  reporting  upon  the 
whole  question.  This  is  the  course  now  recommended  by 
the  two  pharmacist  M.P.s  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
Society's  Bill.  It  is  given  after  a  long  Session's  experience 
of  the  difficulties  in  securing  private  legislation,  and  the 
dangers  of  fighting  official  legislation  with  an  anti- 
pharmaceutical  bias.  The  appointment  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee depends  upon  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  attitude. 
Last  month  the  Council  vetoed  Mr.  Wootton's  proposal  to 
reconsider  its  attitude  to  the  Government  Bill;  now,  cir- 
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cumstances  force  it  to  do  so.  Will  it  take  up  the  task  in  a 
statesmanlike  manner  ?  If  it  do,  it  has  to  get  rid  of  many 
excrescences  of  opinion  and  tradition.  It  must  try  to  grasp 
■what  the  chief  duty  imposed  upon  the  Society  in  1868  was. 
For  eight-and-thirty  years  the  Council  has  regarded  the 
1868  Act  as  an  appendix  to  the  Charter  and  the  1852  Act,  all 
things  leading  to  the  strengthening  of  the  Society  as  a 
voluntary  body.  Time  after  time  it  has  ignored  the  checks 
to  this  policy,  and  even  now,  when  the  trade  as  a  whole 
looks  to  the  Society  as  the  champion  of  the  wrongs  suffered 
by  a  casus  omissus  in  the  1868  Act,  the  Council  through  its 
lack  of  foresight  and  efforts  to  further  the  Society  rather 
than  trade  interests,  has  brought  itself  into  a  chronic  state 
of  impecuniosity.  Periodically  we  have  a  cry  of  "More 
members,  more  guineas,"  and  committees  are  appointed  to 
give  effect  to  the  cry,  while  the  way  of  prosperity  really  lies 
in  "  Justice  and  Reform  of  statutory  provisions."  We  be- 
lieve if  the  Council  were  to  leave  the  Society's  own  affairs 
to  a  section  of  the  secretarial  department,  and  devote  itself 
exclusively  to  administration  of  the  1868  Act,  and  adequate 
amendment  thereof,  it  would  make  a  new  name  for  itself 
in  the  history  of  pharmacy.  There  has  been  no  more 
startling  proof  of  its  failure  on  the  old  lines  than  the  even- 
ing meeting  at  Bloomsbury  this  week,  when  not  a  single 
member  of  the  Council  was  present  to  preside. 


requirements.  It  is  clear  that  if  such  oil  is  not  finding 
buyers  in  the  States  on  account  of  the  rejection  of  some 
parcels  and  because  of  the  doubt  as  to  its  fulfilling  the 
new  Act  requirements,  the  offer  of  the  oil  here  at  a  low 
price  in  face  of  an  anticipated  shortage  on  the 
other  side  is  highly  suspicious.  Buyers  in  London  cer- 
tainly have  need  to  be  cautious  at  the  present  moment 
unless  they  can  get  some  guarantee  that  their  purchases  of 
"tin"  oil  are  from  bulked  stocks  which  are  of  a  satisfac- 
tory odour,  flavour,  and  yield  correct  figures  on  analysis. 
One  of  the  causes  of  superiority  of  English  oil  of  pepper- 
mint is  the  incessant  weeding  and  hoeing  of  the  crops.  On 
some  of  the  American  farms  great  care  is  also  taken ;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  many  crops  are  allowed  to  grow 
without  this  needful  precaution,  and  the  result  is  notice- 
able at  once  in  the  flavour  of  the  distillate.  The  weeds 
which  grow  with  the  mint  vary  with  the  year  and  the 
season,  but  a  small  proportion  of  cruciferous  plants  would 
make  all  the  difference  to  a  whole  year's  distillate,  and  for 
the  sake  of  saving  the  labour  of  weeding  a  large  parcel  of 
oil  would  be  more  or  less  spoiled.  The  effect  of  some 
weeds  on  the  oil  is  almost  nullified  by  drying  the  herb 
before  distillation,  and  of  course  any  "heating"  of  the 
green  herb  is  bound  to  affect  the  quality  of  the  oil. 


American  Peppermint  Oil. 

Mitch  uneasiness  has  been  caused  of  late  among  buyers  of 
American  peppermint  oil  by  the  occasional  delivery  and 
frequent  offers  of  oil  which  is  not  of  first-class  quality. 
This  feeling  is  increased  by  an  article  appearing  in  a  New 
York  contemporary,  in  which  the  statement  is  made  that 
spot  prices  in  New  York  have  dropped  and  yet  a  shortage 
of  supply  is  anticipated  from  crop-reports.  Dealers,  how- 
ever, are  not  accepting  the  low  offers,  because  they  have 
heard  of  the  rejection  of  several  parcels,  and  they  have 
reasons  to  believe  that  the  inferior  cheap  oil  is  being  worked 
off  before  the  new  Pure  Drugs  Act  comes  into  force  in 
January  next.  "Tin"  oil  of  excellent  quality  is  forth- 
coming, and  can  be  purchased  in  London  at  a  price,  but  it 
:.s  not  obtainable  at  the  price  for  which  some  inferior  oils 
are  offered  just  now.  Several  such  parcels  have  been  the 
subject  of  comment  in  Mincing  Lane  recently,  and  have 
caused  an  unsettled  state  of  the  market.  The  inferior 
parcels  of  which  we  speak  are  described  as  "weedy"  oil, 
and  are  said  to  have  been  prepared  from  herb  which  has 
been  largely  admixed  with  other  plants,  the  result  being 
an  oil  with  a  pronounced  flavour  which  unfits  it  for  con- 
fectionery and  essences.  Analysis  shows  the  oil  to  possess 
the  usual  chemical  characters  of  peppermint  oil,  but  analysis 
is  not  the  only  thing  needed.  A  judge  of  oil  can  "spot" 
the  odour  and  flavour  at  once,  and  the  parcels  cannot  be 
proved  to  be  adulterated,  as  the  analytical  factors  are 
within  recognised  limits.  We  give  figures  for  a  normal  oil 
and  a  weedy  one  : 


Normal 

Weedy 

Sp.  gr  

0  9068 

0  9083 

Opt.  rot.  (100  mm.)   

-26°  30' 

-31°  30' 

Total  menthol   

60  per  cent. 

59  per  cent. 

Soluble  in  70-per-cent.  alcohol  ... 

Iin3 

1  in  6 

The  solubility-factor  of  the  weedy  oil  is  outside  the 
U.S. P.  limit,  and  some  of  the  parcels  are  even  less  soluble 
than  this  one,  but  the  other  factors  accord  with  the  official 


Direct  Trading. 

Some  classes  of  retail  businesses  are  much  troubled  by 
manufacturers  and  importers  of  the  products  which  they 
sell  trading  direct  with  the  public.  They  argue — and  we 
think  it  will  be  admitted  the  argument  is  sound — that  re- 
tailers play  an  important  part  in  popularising  the  goods 
they  sell,  and  it  is  not  fair  to  them  that  manufacturers  or 
importers  should  compete  with  them  on  their  own  terri- 
tory. Fortunately,  we  have  rarely  received  complaints  of 
this  nature  from  the  retail  drug-trade,  "wholesale  only" 
being  a  well-observed  rule.  Indeed,  it  is  a  well-established 
custom  with  our  manufacturers  and  importers  to  refer 
persons  applying  to  them  direct  to  the  nearest  chemist  who 
stocks  the  articles  asked  for.  The  first  direct  appeal  to 
retail  customers  which  has  been  brought  to  our  notice  for 
several  years  is  embodied  in  a  reply-postcard  issued  this 
week  by  a  London  firm  of  manufacturers  and  importers 
of  toilet-requisites  and  fancy  goods.  The  postcard  con- 
tains the  following,  in  lithographed  writing  : 

As  you  will  shortly  bo  looking  about  for  suitable  Christ- 
mas gifts,  may  we  send  one  of  our  staff  to  call  upon  you 
with  some  beautiful  pump-sprays  for  perfume  made  under 
our  own  patent  ?  The  buyers  of  the  large  stores  and  shops 
tell  us  that  these  sprays  are  too  artistic  for  this  country,  yet 
we  know  such  work  is  greatly  admired  by  English  people 
visiting  the  Paris  Salon  and  galleries,  and  this  fact  induces 
us  to  approach  you  direct.  The  prices  range  from  10*.  to  51. 
Please  state  on  annexed  card  what  time  would  suit  you. 

The  writers  of  this  are  so  well  supported  by  the  retail 
trade  that  we  presume  the  card  has  been  issued  without  due 
thought  as  to  the  consequences  to  themselves  and  their 
customers.  It  is  not  flattering  to  the  business  acumen  of 
the  latter  that  they  have  predicted,  as  we  surmise  from  the 
card,  that  a  line  of  goods  is  so  artistic  as  to  be  unsaleable 
to  people  of  culture  and  wealth  in  the  West-end  of  London. 
If  that  be  so,  the  card  may  be  taken  as  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  challenge,  and  not  as  a  typical  example  of  direct 
trading.  In  either  case,  it  is  a  precedent  which  many  re- 
tailers will  regret;  and  if  it  were  to  become  an  established 
custom  on  the  part  of  houses  whose  goods  retailers  dis- 
tribute, it  would  be  so  strongly  resented  as  to  jeopardise 
the  wholesale  connection. 
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The  Young  or  the  Ancient. 

(A  propos  of  Mr.  Robinson's  Successor.) 
Think  ye  of  choosing  the  Young  Irrepressible? 

Think  ye  his  Wit  could  be  bridled  till  May  ? 
Anxious  we  watch  with  a  fear  inexpressible, 

Watching  the  Ancient  for  Yea,  or  for  Nay. 
"We,"  said  the  Scribe,  with  a  glance  enigmatical, 

"  Might  have  for  Premier  another  C.  B."  ! 
"  Tut,"  quoth  Duke  Michael  with  air  autocratical, 
"  The  style  of  the  Young  One  is  slightly  pragmatical- 
Try  him  till  May;  then  you've  C.-B. — and  Me  !  " 

The  International  Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry. 

The  meeting  of  the  International  Congress  in  Rome 
during  the  spring  appears  to  have  been  a  great  success  both 
from  the  point  of  view  of  numbers  and  of  financial  manage- 
ment. The  total  number  of  members,  including  ladies,  was 
2,760,  of  which  1,100  were  Italians  and  seventy  from  Great 
Britain.  Although,  as  was  evident  from  our  description  of 
the  Congress  at  the  time,  the  arrangements  made  were 
excellent  and  the  hospitality  profuse,  there  remains  from 
the  funds  collected,  after  allowing  for  the  cost  of  printing 
the  proceedings,  a  sum  of  about  20,000  francs.  The  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Congress  have  resolved  to  make  use 
of  this  surplus  in  an  original  and  practical  manner.  It 
is  to  be  divided  into  twenty  purses  of  1,000  francs  each, 
which  will  be  granted  to  a  similar  number  of  young  Italian 
chemists  or  pharmacists  who  may  wish  to  read  original 
papers  at  the  London  Congress  of  1909.  A  competition  has 
been  instituted  for  this  purpose  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  papers  are  to  be  sent  to  Professor 
E.  Paterno,  89  Via  Painsperna,  Rome,  before  March  31, 
1909.  It  is  announced  that  on  January  7  next  a  paper  will 
be  read  before  the  London  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Reid  on  the  subject  of  the  Congress 
at  Rome.  We  understand  that  the  King  of  Italy  has  been 
good  enough  to  send,  as  illustrations  to  the  paper,  some 
photographs  of  the  beautiful  rooms  in  the  Quirinal 
where  some  of  the  British  delegates  were  entertained. 

The  Main  Feature? 

[A  contemporary  advertises  a  recipe-book  one  of  the  features 
of  which  is  "  a  complete  list  of  errors."] 

The  simple  and  ingenious  mind, 

Is  privilege  of  the  Youthful, 
But  Second  Childhood  oft  we  find 

Unconsciously  truthful. 
But  frank  and  free  acknowledgment 

Robs  doom  of  half  its  terrors  ; 
So  pick  what  recipes  you've  sent 

To  swell  the  Book  of  Errors. 

"  Solving  Life's  Mystery." 

Another  and  more  lamentable  effort  than  Mr.  Butler 
Burke's  to  grow  living  cells  from  inorganic  matter  has  been 
made  by  Dr.  Leduc,  of  Nantes.  It  is  thus  described  in  the 
"  Daily  Express  "  : 

Into  a  diluted  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper  I  let  fall  a 
"  drop  "  of  syrup  containing  traces  of  ferrocyanide  of  potas- 
sium. The  drop  becomes  covered  with  a  membrane  of 
ferrocyanide  of  copper  which  water  can  permeate,  but 
which  is  impervious  to  the  sugar.  This  cell  is  similar  to 
the  cell  of  Traube,  but  differing  from  it  because  it  not  only 
has  the  faculty  of  swelling  and  increasing,  but  also  of 
putting  out  extensions  like  rootlets  and  little  stems,  and 
one  seems  to  see  these  extensions  slowly  growing. 

This  was  a  very  familiar  experiment  in  our  student-days, 
and,  far  from  being  a  proof  of  the  origin  of  life,  it  is  the 
result  of  osmotic  pressure  acting  at  the  point  of  least 
resistance  on  a  film  of  gelatinous  copper  ferrocyanide.  We 
learn  that  the  "  discovery  "  was  recently  communicated  to 
the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences — an  amiable  body,  but 
not  at  all  likely  to  elect  Dr.  Leduc  to  its  first  vacant  chair. 


Cbemtste'  Wmfcow-ticfcets. 


ii 


inter 


EMULSJ 


Report  on  the  designs  sent  in  competition,  and 
continued  from  the  "C.  &  D.,"  December  i,  p.  840. 

WE  are  now  dealing  with  designs  in  which  a  photograph 
is  embodied  as  part  of  the  artistic  arrangement.  Mr. 
Critchley,  Blackburn,  employs  a  photograph  of  a  laughing 
woman  as  part  of  the  design  on  a  window-ticket  referring 
to  "  Cynthia  Cream.''  This 
is  lettered  in  green  on  a 
white  card.     Fig.  35  is  a 
general    advertisement  for 
winter  specialities  sent  by 
Mr.  Henry  Logsdail,  King's 
Lynn,  the  design  being  by 
Mrs.  Logsdail.    The  centre 
photograph  is  a  local  scene, 
the  snow  which  pervades  the 
view     being  appropriate. 
The  card  errs  on  the  side  of 
being  too  general,  although 
it  is  only  put  forward  as  an 
idea ;    and    most    of  our 
readers  will  detect  the  slip 
in  the  spelling  of  eucalyp- 
tus.   Mr.  Logsdail  throws 
out    the    suggestion  that 
larger  or  smaller  window- 
tickets  can  readily  be  made 
from  a  given  card  by  photo- 
graphy.   Fig.  36  is  another  FlG-  35- 
example  of  a  card  designed  by  Mr.  G.  Philp,  Dunfermline. 
It  is  noticeable  for  the  way  the  photograph  has  been  im- 
proved by  trimming  and  made  to  contribute  to  the  design. 
Ihe  photograph  is  in  platinum,  the  warm,  black  tones  of 
which  harmonise  well  with  the  lettering. 


Ah 


THE  GLEN"  BOUQUET 


o. 


G.PHILP,  Chemist 

21-  6U  I  LDHML  STREET 

DUNFERMLINE 


Fig.  36. 

We  have  still  in  hand  a  goodly  number  of  designs  which 
have  been  engraved,  and  we  hope  to  dispose  of  them  as 
early  as  possible ;  and  we  shall  endeavour  to  announce  the 
awards  in  our  Winter  Issue,  January  26,  1907.  Originally 
we  promised  two  guineas  in  prizes,  but  we  shall  give  more 
than  that. 
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Gbe  Winter  Session  of  Cbemtets'  associations. 


Mr.  Longdin. 


Association  Presidents. 

Me.  Thomas  William  Longdin,  the  new  President  of  the 
Scarborough  Chemists'  Association,  is  one  of  its  founders,  and 
has  a  good  record  behind  him. 
After  his  apprenticeship  at 
Wakefield  and  a  short  time  as 
an  assistant  in  the  N.W.  dis- 
trict of  London,  he  was  on  the 
staff  of  the  late  Mr.  _  T.  B. 
Groves,  Weymouth.  His  good 
fortune  in  getting  so  able  a 
mentor  on  the  scientific  side  of 
pharmacy  was  followed  by 
equal  fortune  in  a  period  with 
Mr.  Freshfield  Reynolds  at 
Harrogate,  where  he  got  "  offi- 
cinal "  ideas  which  have  stood 
him  in  good  stead.  Ho  studied 
at  Westminster  College,  and 
passed  the  Minor  examination 
in  July  1888.  He  managed 
Mrs.  Crump's  pharmacy  at 
Skipton  for  some  time,  and  in 
1892  started  in  business  on  his 
own  account  in  Port  Street, 
Scarborough,  where  his  connection  is  wholesale  and  retail, 
drysaltery  as  well  as  drugs  and  pharmaceuticals  being 
included.  Mr.  Longdin  is  a  Freemason,  which  fact,  as  well 
as  a  natural  harmonious  bent,  has  something  to  do  with  his 
success  in  promoting  good  feeling  among  Scarborough 
chemists.  Outside  his  own  business  he  is  managing  director 
of  Iheakstons,  Ltd.,  and  a  director  of  two  other  companies. 
Municipal  honours  have  so  far  had  no  attraction  for  him,  or, 
rather,  he  has  no  time  for  them ;  but  the  day  may  come,  as 
ho  has  a  son  apprenticed  to  Mr.  E.  R.  Cross,  Ph.C, 
Scarborough. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  December  6,  at  8  p.m., 
the  President  (Mr.  Harvey  Palmer)  in  the  chair.  Ten 
members  were  present.  The  chief  item  of  business  was 
selecting  a  candidate  for  the  votes  of  the  Association  for 
the  Benevolent  Fund  election. 

Altrincham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Axe  and  Cleaver  Hotel  on 
Wednesday,  December  5,  Mr.  J.  W.  Unsworth  (President) 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  officers  and 
members,  who  discussed  general  trade  matters.  Mr. 
Horrocks,  of  Knutsford,  was  elected  a  member.  At  the 
next  meeting  officers  and  committee  for  the  coming  year 
will  be  appointed. 

Keighley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Temperance  Institute,  Keighley, 
on  Thursday  evening,  December  6,  Mr.  A.  R.  Kershaw 
(President)  in  the  chair.  The  principal  business  was  the 
confirmation  and  passing  of  rules.  Mr.  Parker  was  elected 
an  additional  member  of  the  committee.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  an  address  on  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Society  " 
at  the  January  meeting  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Dean,  and  a  lecture 
on  "  Bacteria  and  their  Products  "  at  the  February  meeting 
by  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant. 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 

A  Council-meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  the  President  (Mr.  W.  H.  Crosland)  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present  Messrs.  R.  Blanchford,  J.  Ceesar, 

G.  Curtis,  F.  S.  Horsey,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  H. 
Cuff).  Elections. — The  following  chemists  were  elected 
members  :  Mr.  W.  J.  Doe  (Wimbledon),  Mr.  G.  Nelson 
(Kilbuvn),  Mr.  J.  G.  Wallbridge  (St.  Helens),  Mr.  J.  H. 
Weston  (Runcorn).  The  following  chemists  were  elected 
Associates  :  Mr.  E.  C.  Allan  (Finchley  Road,  N.W.),  Mr. 

H.  F.  Hodgson  (Brentwood). 

Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Oriental  Cafe,  Church  Terrace, 
Oldham,  on  Tuesday  evening,  December  11,  Mr.  James  Lees 


(President)  in  the  chair.  Two  papers  were  read,  one  by  Mr. 
H.  Bagshaw  on  "  Bookkeeping,"  which  proved  very  interest- 
ing, most  of  the  members  present  taking  part  in  a  discussion 
upon  it.  The  other  paper  was  by  Mr.  E.  Walters  on  "  Stock 
Keeping  and  Storing.  "The  author  gave  a  lucid  account  of  his 
system  of  indexing  and  storing  the  thousand-and-one  articles 
which  a  chemist  stocks.  Altogether  a  very  pleasant  and 
profitable  evening  was  spent,  the  members  gathering  several 
new  ideas  and  "  wrinkles  "  which  may  help  them  in  conduct- 
ing every-day  business. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Representative  Company  of  chemists  and  druggists 
assembled  at  the  Dundee  Gasworks  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, December  12.  They  were  received  by  Mr.  Yuill,  the 
manager,  and  spent  an  hour  in  seeing  the  many  interesting 
processes  involved  in  gas-manufacture.  The  works  cover 
thirteen  acres,  and  have  been  brought  up  to  date  by  the 
introduction  of  a  carburetted  water-gas  equipment  and  many 
mechanical  labour-saving  devices.  Before  leaving  Mr. 
James  Russell  (President)  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Yuill,  who,  in  reply,  said  it  had  afforded  him  great 
pleasure  to  accompany  them,  because  chemists  by  their  train- 
ing are  able  to  understand  the  different  operations  carried 
on  in  gas-making  and  in  the  treatment  of  by-products. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting,  open  to  ladies,  was  held  in  the  Memorial  Hall, 
Albert  Square,  on  Wednesday  evening,  December  12,  Mr. 
George  S.  Woolley  (President)  in  the  chair,  when  there  was 
a  good  attendance,  the  attraction  being  a  lantern-lecture  by 
Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  F.C.S.,  of  Liverpool,  on  his 
impressions  of  Russia  and  Norway.  Mr.  Marsden  enter- 
tained his  audience  for  nearly  two  hours,  Mr.  Walton 
manipulating  the  lantern.  At  the  close  the  President  moved 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Marsden,  saying  that  after  all  he  pre- 
ferred the  English  to  the  Russian  pharmacy,  which  seems  to 
be  arranged  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Mr.  A.  J.  Pidd 
seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  with  long-continued 
applause. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, December  11,  Mr.  H.  W.  Gregory  presiding.  The 
chief  subject  discussed  was  the  matter  of  an  article  in 
the  "Bradford  Daily  Telegraph  "  of  Saturday  last,  stating 
that  the  opium-habit  is  a  worse  evil  in  Bradford  than 
the  alcohol-habit,  and  reflecting  upon  the  local  chemists 
in  regard  to  the  sale  of  laudanum.  The  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed by  all  the  members  present  that  the  statements  in 
the  article  were  greatly  exaggerated  and  unfair. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hanson  it  was  decided  not  to  sever  the 
connection  with  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations. — 
The  Prevention  of  Corruption  Act  was  read,  and  briefly 
discussed.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  whist-drive 
on  Tuesday,  January  8,  1907. 

Derby  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Bell  Hotel  on  Monday, 
December  10,  Mr.  C.  D.  Hart  in  the  chair.  There  was  a 
large  attendance  to  hear  a  paper  on  "  Pharmacists  and  the 
Pharmacopoeia,"  read  by  Mr.  S.  Taylor,  in  which  he  dealt 
with  much  of  the  work  done  by  pharmacists  during  the 
past  few  years  to  improve  the  galenicals  of  the  B.P. 
Specimens  of  many  improved  preparations  were  handed 
round  the  room,  and  added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the 
paper,  which  was  afterwards  freely  discussed  by  those 
present.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr. 
Taylor,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Readman. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in 
Robert  Gordon's  College  on  Wednesday,  December  5,  Mr. 
A.  L.  Bruce  (President)  in  the  chair.    There  was  a  good 
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attendance.  The  Chairman  feelingly  referred  to  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Paterson,  the  wife  of  the  Treasurer,  and  it  was  the 
unanimous  wish  of  the  members  that  a  letter  of  sympathy 
be  sent  to  ex-Bailie  Paterson  in  his  bereavement.  The 
Secretary  intimated  receipt  of  "  Eemington's  Pharmacy 
for  the  use  of  the  members  from  Messrs.  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.  The  suggested  amended  constitution  of  the 
Federation  of  Local  Chemists'  Associations  was  discussed, 
and  it  was  agreed  "  That  the  objects  of  the  proposed  con- 
stitution are  already  covered  by  the  work  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  the  C.D.A." 

Grimsby  Chemists'  Association. 

A  General  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Oberon  Hotel  on 
Monday,  December  3.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  those 
present  being  Messrs.  C.  Willson  (Vice-President)  in  the 
chair,  Ashton,  Colley,  Dewing,  Humphries,  Kershaw, 
Lunn,  Eobinson,  Sigley,  Sneath,  Whitaker,  and  Heely 
(Hon.  Secretary). 

Benevolent  Fund. — It  was  decided  to  support  the 
candidature  of  Messrs.  G.  F.  Ashton  and  W.  Hobson,  and 
to  give  a  guinea  to  the  fund  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
whist-drive  and  ball  which  took  place  in  November. 

Dinner. — Mr.  Whitaker  proposed  that  the  annual  dinner 
take  place  on  Thursday,  February  7.  Mr.  Sneath 
seconded,  and  the  motion  was  adopted.  It  was  also 
resolved  that  each  member  introduce  not  more  than  two 
friends,  that  the  price  be  not  more  than  3s.  6c?.,  and  that 
the  following  committee  should  make  the  arrangements  : 
Messrs.  Ashton  Colley,  Dewing,  Kershaw,  Whitaker,  and 
Heely.  Mr.  Helsby  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the 
Association,  this  bringing  the  number  to  twenty-five. 

Nottingham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  well-attended  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
December  12  to  hear  a  lecture  on  "American  Pharmacy" 
by  Mr.  T.  Maben  (of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.).  Mr.  F. 
Eoss  Sergeant  (President)  was  in  the  chair  and  introduced 
the  lecturer. 

Mr.  Maben  in  his  lecture  dealt  with  the  conditions  under 
which  modern  pharmacy  is  carried  on  in  America,  referring 
to  the  huge  aggregations  of  businesses  and  the  economic 
changes  that  are  thus  being  brought  about.  Interesting  par- 
ticulars were  given  of  the  historic  New  York  pharmacies — 
in  particular,  Fraser  &  Co.,  Caswell,  Massey  &  Co.,  and 
the  Hegeman  Corporation — and  lantern-views  illustrative  of 
the  various  departments  of  these  concerns  were  shown.  A 
description  was  given  of  the  laboratories  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  representing  the  wholesale  drug- 
trade  in  America.  The  distillation  of  santal  oil,  the  per- 
colation of  fluid  extracts,  in  which  tons  of  drugs  are  used  at 
a  time,  and  the  making  of  pills  and  tablets  were  described, 
as  well  as  the  bacteriological  and  biological  research  work 
carried  on  by  the  firm.  Numerous  views  were  shown  of 
places  visited  en  route,  these  including  New  York,  Niagara, 
Detroit,  Chicago,  Toronto,  Montreal,  and  Quebec. 

Mr.  Beilby  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Williamson  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  W.  Thomson,  Mr.  Sleight,  and  Mr.  J.  Wood 
(Ilkeston)  were  elected  members  of  the  Association. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  December  6,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Pollitt  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  an  exceptionally 
good  attendance  of  members,  the  occasion  being  a  lecture 
by  Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce,  M.A.,  on  "  How  Plants  Spread." 
Mr.  Druce  said  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  visit 
Leeds,  as  it  is  always  cheering  to  meet  brother-phar- 
macists. The  object  of  his  lecture  was,  he  said,  to  try 
and  explain  how  the  countryside  changes  by  the  extension 
of  certain  species  of  plants,  trees,  etc.  In  passing  through 
Britain  one  cannot  help  noticing  Nature,  and  one  can 
roughly  separate  the  scenery  into  a  number  of  groups  such 
as  pasture-land,  woodland,  heaths,  and  water.  By  means 
of  a  series  of  lantern-slides  Mr.  Druce  showed  the  changes 
under  each  of  these  four  divisions  and  explained  how  the 
seeds  of  plants,  natives  of  other  countries,  are  conveyed 
by  means  of  sea,  birds,  wind,  man,  or  cattle,  to  this  and 
other  countries.    At  the  close  of  the  lecture  the  President 


said  Mr.  Druce  had,  without  doubt,  delivered  the  mosfc 
fascinating  lecture  they,  as  an  Association,  had  ever  had. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Branson  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Druce, 
which  Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk  seconded  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bea- 
cock  supported.   Mr.  Druce  briefly  replied. 

Edinburgh  Chemists,'  Assistants,'  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Friday,  December  7,  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  took  the  form  of  a 
photograph-exhibition  and  social  evening.  Mr.  J.  Tai4 
(President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance  of  members  and  friends.  Upwards  of  sixty 
photographs  for  competition  were  sent  by  members,  and? 
the  prizes  were  allocated  by  Mr.  Eobert  Forbes,  photo- 
grapher, 79  George  Street,  who  reported  that  as  a  whole 
they  were  of  a  very  high  order  of  merit,  and  he  had  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  deciding  his  awards.  The  prize  for 
contact  prints  was  awarded  to  Mr.  D.  F.  Farmer  for  the 
picture  entitled  "Mac";  while  honourable  mention  was 
given  for  "Our  Backyard,"  by  Mr.  Alex.  Sutherland; 
"The  Crypt,"  by  Mr.  D.  F.  Farmer;  and  "The  Last 
Load,"  by  Mr.  Alexander  McCutcheon.  The  prize  for  en- 
largements was  awarded  to  Mr.  Alexander  Sutherland  for 
his  "  Winter."  Had  the  prize  been  judged  exclusively  from 
the  artistic  standpoint  he  would  have  given  first  place  to 
the  picture  "Gossips,"  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Brazier,  and  he  sug- 
gested that  a  special  prize  should  be  given.  The  work  was 
of  such  a  quality  that  he  would  suggest  that  members 
should  enter  the  wider  field  of  an  open  competition.  The 
report  was  read  by  Mr.  E.  0.  Eowland  (Vice-President), 
who  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Forbes.  During  the 
evening  an  excellent  musical  programme  was  rendered  by 
Misses  Hill,  Lamb,  Muirhead,  Smith,  and  Williamson,  Mrs. 
Eowland,  Master  D.  Moncur,  and  Messrs.  Bertram,  Murray, 

G.  H.  C.  Eowland,  Stephenson,  and  Tait.  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  the  artistes  were  thanked,  and  the  same 
was  done  for  the  committee,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  F. 
Henry.  A  fine  series  of  photographs  for  exhibition  only 
were  sent  by  Dr.  W.  Inglis  Clark  and  Messrs.  J.  Anderson, 
W.  J.  Clarke,  D.  F.  Farmer,  J.  A.  Forret,  J.  P.  Gibb, 
A.  H.  Gracie,  D.  S.  Napier,  Paterson,  G.  Eaper,  G.  Sommer- 
ville,  and  Stoddart  Malcolm. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

The  first  business  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  December  13,  at  the  Builders'  Institute, 
Exchange  Street,  this  also  being  the  first  meeting  held  in 
the  Society's  new  quarters.  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe  (President) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs. 

H.  G.  Williams  (Hon.  Secretary),  J.  Austen,  G.  Squire, 
E.  D.  Douglas,  J.  T.  Appleton,  j.  F.  Eardley,  J.  B.  Pater, 
J.  G.  Jackson,  J.  E.  Alcock,  E.  Dixon,  F.  H.  Fox,  J.  P. 
Norwood,  J.  G.  Eoebuck,  A.  Preston,  B.  Ellis,  and  others. 

New  Members— Mr.  J.  H.  Fox  (Sheffield)  and  Mr.  J.  P. 
Norwood  (of  Wath)  were  elected  members  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Sorby. — The  President  moved,  and  Mr. 
Eardley  seconded,  a  resolution  of  deepest  sympathy  with 
Dr.  Sorby  on  the  serious  accident  which  has  befallen  him. 

Benevolent  Fund. — The  President  announced  that  Mr. 
Charles  Hobson,  an  ex-Sheffield  chemist,  has  been  elected 
an  annuitant  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Federation  Matters. — The  President  read  the  Bills 
which  the  Federation  suggests  that  chemists  should  discuss, 
and  the  conversation  showed  that  the  members  appreciated' 
the  seriousness  of  the  effect  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation' 
Bill  on  chemists,  and  as  an  alternative  to  universal  in*- 
surance  it  was  suggested  that  it  would  pay  to  pay  alit 
assistants  more  than  250Z.  a  year. 

Co-operative  Buying. — Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson  intro- 
duced a  discussion  on  this  subject,  advocating  friendly  co- 
operation in  regard  to  "  patents,"  etc.,  and  submitted  a  set 
of  rules  providing  for  a  trade  section  of  the  Society,  each 
member  holding  a  101.  share  and  paying  5s.  subscription  tho 
first  year  and  2s.  6d.  a  year  afterwards.*  A  committee  of 
five  members  would  manage  the  concern,  and  goods  woul  i 

*  It  may  be  noted  that  if  twenty  members  join  such  an 
organisation  it  will  require  to  be  registered  as  a  limited  corac 
pany. — Editor. 
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be  supplied  on  a  strict  cash  basis  between  10  a.m.  and  4  p.m. 
daily,  except  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  by  the  storekeeper, 
who  would  be  paid  Id.  per  10s.  on  each  order.  The  Presi- 
dent pointed  out  that  a  scheme  of  this  kind,  if  adopted 
universally,  would  close  down  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  a  good 
general  discussion  on  the  principle  and  details  took  place, 
Messrs.  Eardley,  Squire,  Ellis,  Dixon,  Appleton,  and  Austen 
taking  part  in  it.  Mr.  Jackson  having  replied,  the  matter 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Jackson, 
Carr,  Williams,  Appleton,  and  Alcock,  with  power  to  add 
to  their  number. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  73  Newman  Street,  London,  W.,  Mr.  D.  J.  Williams, 
F.C.S.,  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  lectured 
to  sixteen  members  of  this  Association  on 

Crystals  and  Some  of  their  Properties. 
Mr.  Williams  dealt  with  the  subject  in  a  clear  and 
suggestive  manner,  and  his  exposition  was  aided  by  glass 
models  of  the  forms  and  classes  of  crystals,  specimens  of 
out-of-the-way  examples,  and  some  optical  apparatus.  His 
historical  remarks  discussed  the  work  of  Steno,  Rome  de 
ITsle,  Haiiy,  and  Mohs  in  systematic  crystallography,  and 
this  led  up  to  the  atomic  spheres  of  influence  of  the  corpus- 
cular theory  of  Professor  J.  J.  Thomson  and  the  use  of  his 
theory  by  Professors  Barlow  and  Pope  in  their  recent  paper 
on  the  correlation  of  a  chemical  and  crystalline  structure, 
which  Mr.  Williams  described  as  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able ever  read  to  the  Chemical  Society  (see  C.  &  D., 
November  10,  p.  719).  Hauy's  theory  was  that  crystals 
are  built  up  of  infinitesimal  bricks ;  the  modern  theory 
calls  these  units  "spheres  of  influence."  By  packing 
them  together  symmetrically,  according  to  the  valency  of 
the  atoms  which  they  represent,  the  crystalline  shapes  can 
be  worked  out.  He  suggested  experimenting  in  this  way 
with  pill-masses  made  with  a  tragacanth  basis,  cutting 
them  up  into  one,  two,  three,  etc.,  grain  sizes  to  represent 
the  respective  valencies.  The  six  classes  into  which 
crystals  are  divided  were  described  and  discussed,  as  well 
as  the  physical  properties  of  refraction  and  polarisation, 
and  the  conditions  of  crystallisation  considered.  Slow 
evaporation  produces  larger  crystals,  while  disturbance  of 
the  solution  modifies  the  form,  so  that  sodium  bicarbonate 
can  be  produced  in  the  floury  condition.  Small  particles 
of  foreign  substances  or  traces  of  acid  aid  crystallisa- 
tion. Mr.  Williams  concluded  with  a  moral.  Crystallo- 
graphy exemplifies  the  necessity  for  a  definite  nucleus 
whereon  to  build  a  thought.  Opinions  and  thoughts 
should  be  crystalline,  possessing  characteristic  defmite- 
ness,  symmetry,  and  brilliance,  produced  by  placing  on  a 
primitive  form  disintegrated  facts,  each  in  its  right 
position  and  at  its  proper  angle. 

Mr.  Clark  opened  the  comprehensive  discussion  with 
an  appreciative  reference  to  Mr.  Williams's  "  Home 
Study"  articles  in  the  C.  <L-  D.  Mr.  N.  Hirst,  B.Sc, 
pointed  out  that  there  is  much  room  for  the  application  of 
crystallisation  facts  to  works  conditions,  and  suggested 
that  a  paper  might  be  written  on  the  subject.  None  of 
the  many  questions  put  to  Mr.  Williams  found  him  with- 
out a  ready  and  informative  answer. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution  on  Thursday 
evening,  December  6,  the  President  (Mr.  Prosper  H 
Marsden)  in  the  chair.— Messrs.  J.  Collings  and  W. 
Matthews  were  elected  members. 

Miscellaneous  Communications. 
_  Mr.  A.  S.  Buck  had  recently  had  the  following  prescrip- 
tion to  dispense  : 

Caffein.  pur.   

Sodii  benzoat.   

Aquae  dest  

Fiat  inject,  hypoderm. 
As  the  caffeine  would  not  dissolve  in  this  amount  of  water, 
he  communicated  with  the  doctor,  who  gave  him  as  a  work- 
ing basis  35  grains  of  caffeine,  35  grains  of  sodium  benzoate, 
and  200  mmims  of  water.  What  he  sent  out  was  perfectly 
clear,  but  it  seemed  a  surprise  that  that  quantity  could  go 
into  solution.  He  asked  whether  any  of  the  members  had 
had  experience  of  this,  and  whether  the  sodium  benzoate  had 


gr.  lij. 
gr.  v. 

RX. 


any  action  in  dissolving  the  caffeine. — The  President  saicY 
caffeine  dissolves  in  sodium-salicylate  solution.  He  found' 
as  a  rule  that  medical  men  prefer  to  prescribe  caffeine- 
citrate  instead  of  the  pure  alkaloid. 

The  President  then  called  on  Mr.  G.  W.  Marris,  of 
Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb's  laboratories,  for  his- 
paper  on 

Some  Adulterated  Drugs. 
The  author  began  by  referring  to  the  inadequacy  of  some 
of  the  tests  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  to  detect  methods' 
of  adulteration  which  have  been  devised  since  it  was  pub- 
lished in  1898.  Moreover,  there  has  been  remarkable  pro- 
gress in  scientific  investigation  since  then,  and  full  advan- 
tage is  taken  of  that  fact  by  some  dealers,  particularly 
Continental  ones.  The  oleo-resins,  balsams,  gum-resins,, 
inspissated  juices,  etc.,  afforded  a  wide  field  to  the  adul- 
terator, who  may  be  the  collector,  but  is  more  usually  one- 
of  the  middlemen  through  whose  hands  the  drug  passes' 
before  final  shipment  to  our  shores.  Mr.  Marris  then  pro- 
ceeded to  give  the  results  of  the  examination  of  some  sophis- 
ticated drugs,  giving  details  respecting  copaiba,  liquid' 
storax,  and  Japanese  birdlime.  We  subjoin  abstracts  of 
his  notes  : 

Copaiba. — For  some  time  now  samples  of  copaiba  guaran- 
teed B.P.  have  been  offered  at  ridiculously  low  prices  on  the 
English  market.  These  cheap  balsams  emanate  from  Ham- 
burg, and  no  doubt  find  purchasers  here  among  those  to  whom 
a  low  figure  is  the  prime  consideration.  Samples  of  an  im- 
portation examined  by  the  author,  labelled  B.P.,  were  quite 
normal  in  appearance,  and  responded  to  all  the  tests  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  except  the  angle  of  rotation  of  the  volatile 
oil.  By  heating  on  the  water-bath  for  forty-eight  hours  only 
30  per  cent,  was  volatilised,  but  by  dry  distillation  46  per  cent, 
was  lost.  The  resin  gave  acid  and  ester  figures  (although' 
of  little  use)  agreeing  with  Dieterich's  normal  numbers.  So- 
far  the  copaiba  might  have  been  passed  as  B.P.,  but  on 
submitting  it  to  steam-distillation  the  essential  oil  obtained' 
was  found  to  be  slightly  greenish-yellow  and  somewhat  more 
empyreumatic  than  a  good  copaiba  oil  should  be.  Its  sp.  gr. 
was  0.904  and  rotation  (in  100-mm.  tube)  -9°  40'.  The  normal 
figures  are  sp.  gr.  0.889  to  0.910,  rotation  -7°  to  -20°.  A  type 
sample  of  direct  importation  from  South  America  gave  sp.  gr. 
0.900  and  rotation  - 18°.  Upon  fractionation  92  per  cent,  of 
the  oil  from  the  suspected  distilled  between  250°  and  270°  C, 
as  compared  with  90.3  per  cent,  from  a  genuine  sample.  The 
small  yields  below  250°  C.  were  concordant,  as  were  the 
residues.  The  rotation  of  the  fractions  also  accorded  well 
with  the  behaviour  of  similar  ones  obtained  by  the  same 
method  from  the  type  sample,  viz.  : 


Distilled  at 

Sample 

Type 

240°— 250°  C  

-7°  30' 

-13"  30 

250°— 260°  C  

-6°  30' 

-14°  40' 

260°— 270°  C  

-1° 

-  5° 

The  oil  was  only  slightly  soluble  in  90-per-cent.  alcohol,  and" 
easily  soluble  in  an  equal  volume  of  absolute  alcohol.  It  will 
be  seen,  therefore,  that  on  the  whole  there  was  no  definite 
departure  from  recognised  standards,  and  the  description 
B.P.  (as  far  as  tests  are  concerned)  is  borne  out  by  the  facts. 
The  oil  was  found,  however,  to  be  practically  insoluble  in 
90-per-cent.  acetic  acid,  this  suggesting  the  presence  of  petro- 
leum bodies.  The  U.S. P.  test  for  the  impurity  was  applied 
to  the  balsam,  and  it  and  other  tests  confirmed  the  presence  of- 
this  adulterant.  The  author  then  applied  some  colour-re- 
actions. He  condemned  the  B.P.  one  for  gurjun  balsam, 
saying  that  genuine  samples  give  it  sometimes.  One  tesir 
which  gave  definite  results  was  based  on  that  used  for  the 
detection  of  Surinam  balsam.  When  a  drop  of  the  sample 
was  added  to  5  c.c.  of  acetic  anhydride  it  was  found  to  be 
only  partially  soluble  therein,  while  a  number  of  genuine 
Maranham  balsams  were  almost  wholly  so.  The  addition  of  a 
drop  of  strong  sulphuric  acid  to  the  mixture  produced  most 
charming  colour-effects.  For  a  moment  it  remained  pale 
brownish-green,  and  then  changed  rapidly  to  a  rich  purple  or 
violet.  After  a  few  minutes  the  whole  became  a  fine  indigo; 
and  gradually  a  bluish-green  shade,  in  which  state  it  per- 
sisted for  hours.  With  samples  of  South  American  balsam 
the  test  produces  a  transiently  pale  yellowish-green  colour, 
then  gradually,  faintly,  but  persistently,  purple  or  violet. 
The  colour-tests  indicated  that  the  suspected  balsam  was  of 
different  botanical  and  geographical  origin  from  those- 
required  by  the  B.P.  Products  of  species  of  Hardwickia,  etc.,  . 
are  now  entering  Hamburg  in  increasing  quantities,  and  the  • 
published  tests  show  that  the  oils  from  these  are  either  much  ■ 
lower  in  rotation  than  the  South  American  varieties,  or  thatr 
they    are    dextrogyrate.     The    author   is   continuing  nfs~ 
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observations  with  the  view  of  definitely  ascertaining  what  the 
substitute  is. 

Liquid  Stohax. — In  another  class  of  drugs  the  presence  of 
foreign  bodies  is  so  common  that  to  demand  absolute  purity 
would  shut  out  most  of  the  supplies  on  the  market.  One  of 
the  foremost  examples  is  storax.  Fortunately,  the  presence  of 
aromatic  acid  renders  it  a  comparatively  easy  matter  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  the  quality  of  the  drug  as  required  for  phar- 
maceutical purposes,  but  great  care  must  be  taken  lest  the 
adulterant,  even  in  small  quantity,  causes  trouble  during 
manufacture,  or  seriously  lowers  the  quality  of  the  finished 
product.  The  fact,  pointed  out  in  "  Pharmacographia,"  that 
true  storax  is  only  partially  soluble  in  petroleum  spirit  has 
been  much  investigated.  Next  to  the  determination  of  the- 
cinnamic-acid  content,  the  quantity  and  acid  value  of  the 
petroleum-spirit  extract  are  the  most  valuable  tests  we  have, 
particularly  for  the  detection  of  colophony  resin.  The  figures 
used  below  as  standards  for  this  test  are  due  to  Othrens  and 
Flett,  and  two  samples  are  taken  as  illustrating  varieties  of 
the  drug  on  the  market  recently.  The  cinnamic  acid  was  esti- 
mated by  saponifying  with  alcoholic  potash,  distilling  off  the 
alcohol,  and,  after  washing  the  residues  with  ether,  decompos- 
ing the  soaps  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  The  precipitate  was 
collected,  treated  with  hot  water,  and  the  filtrate  allowed  to 
run  into  a  separator.  Having  shaken  out  three  times  with 
chloroform  and  washed  the  latter  till  free  from  sulphates, 
water  was  added  and  the  aromatic  acid  titrated  in  the  usual 
way.    The  method  was  suggested  by  that  used  by  Hooper : 


Normal 
Figures 

Sample  A 

Sample  B 

Water   

up  to  30  p.c. 

25  p.c. 

26.5  p.c. 

Ash  

1  p.c. 

2.3  p.c. 

1.35  p.c. 

Acid  value  

55  to  75 

66.9 

61.3 

Sap.  value  

100  to  140 

141 

140 

Sol.  in  pet.  ether  

37  to  48  p.c. 

66  p.c. 

39  p.c. 

Acid  value  of  pet.  ether  ext.  ... 

36  to  63 

94 

78.9 

Cinnamic  acid   

20  p.c. 

12  p.c. 

14  p.c. 

Sample  B  is  evidently  adulterated  slightly  (probably  with 
resin)  and  is  only  fair  in  quality.  It  is  a  type  of  many  sup- 
plies nowadays.  Sample  A  is  much  more  seriously  at  fault. 
During  the  extraction  with  petroleum  spirit  an  oily  looking 
sediment  collected  in  the  beaker,  which  ultimately  was  found 
to  be  theobroma  oil. 

Japanese  Birdlime. — This  product  is  used  in  making  fly- 
catching  devices,  partly  on  account  of  its  peculiar  odour, 
which  is  attractive  to  flies,  and  partly  by  reason  of  its  extreme 
tenacity.  It  is  much  used  in  our  Colonies  for  the  capture  of 
birds  by  coating  twigs,  and  of  animals  by  spreading  on  leaves, 
etc.  According  to  Divers  and  Kawakita,  it  is  made  from  a 
species  of  holly,  Ilex  Integra,  and  contains  ethereal  salts  of 
palmitic  acid.  It  also  yields  by  oxidation  two  alcohols. 
Caoutchouc  is  present  to  the  extent  of  about  6  per  cent.,  and 
lor  this  reason  it  has  been  suggested  that  birdlime  might  bo 
purified  sufficiently  to  be  of  use  for  the  manufacture  of 
plasters.  It  is  prepared  from  the  middle  bark  of  the  plant  by 
boiling  until  soft  and  tender,  and  then,  after  straining,  allow- 
ing to  ferment  in  pits  underground  until  the  whole  becomes 
•mucilaginous.  After  kneading  under  water  it  is  set  aside  to 
allow  foreign  matter  to  subside.  The  following  figures  were 
obtained  from  commercial  samples  : 


Water   

Soluble  in  alcohol... 
Soluble  in  pet.  ether 
Ash  


Sample  A 


Per  cent. 
37 

4,6 
60.3 

0.22 


Sample  B 


Per  cent. 
40 
10.7 
29.8 
25.5 


Several  subsequent  samples  gave  between  17  and  22  per  cent, 
of  ash,  which  consisted  of  calcium  carbonate,  and  its  addition 
is  found  to  be  very  general,  as  samples  from  Continental 
■drug-markets  were  as  bad  as  those  from  London.  The  adul- 
terated samples  are  almost  invariably  greener  than  the 
genuine,  and  yield  more  to  alcohol.  Sample  B  is  a  good 
example  of  this  class.  The  result  is  that  the  birdlime  is 
rendered  useless  for  some  purposes  abroad. 

The  President,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks,  referred 
to  a  sample  of  asafetida,  which  was  the  best  he  had  ever 
seen  and  the  only  sample  which  really  came  up  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia  requirements.  It  was  very  like  ammonia- 
cum  in  appearance,  and  had  a  nice  pinky  fracture  on 
breaking.  He  had  seen  a  sample  of  copaiba  which  was 
more  like  the  oil  than  the  balsam  required  by  the  B.P. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  said  a  paper  of  this  description  raised 
the  credit  of  the  Association.    Mr.  Conroy  had  brought 


some  valuable  papers  before  the  Association,  but  evidentlv 
the  adulteration  of  copaiba  is  very  different  at  the  present 
time  from  what  it  was  in  his  day.  The  physical  tests  are 
apparently  of  the  greatest  help  in  the  examination  of  oils, 
and  the  U.S. P.  has  gone  into  that  matter  much  better  than 
our  own. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower,  in  supporting  the  motion,  said 
there  is  no  doubt  adulteration  is  raised  to  a  very  fine  art. 
Storax  has  the  property  of  taking  the  adulterant  into  solu- 
tion when  compounded,  which  is  a  serious  thing. 

Messrs.  J.  Shacklady,  Percival,  H.  Martin,  and  T.  Wokes 
followed,  and  Mr.  Marris  replied. 


ftbe  Week's  poisoning. 

THREE  of  the  fourteen  deaths  that  have  occurred  from 
poisoning  during  the  past  week  were  misadventures. 
One  was  the  case  of  a  boy  two  and  a  half  years  old,  named 
Creighton,  son  of  Dr.  Creighton,  of  Manchester,  who  ob- 
tained a  bottle  of  glycerin  and  belladonna,  drank  a  quantity, 
and  died  in  Salford  Royal  Hospital.— The  only  death  by 
an  unscheduled  poison  was  the  suicide  at  Tolworth  of  a 
woman  named  Morison  with  spirit  of  salt. — John  Ackery,  a 
dental  surgeon  of  Queen  Anne  Street,  London,  W.,  poisoned 
himself  with  prussic  acid,  being  haunted  with  a  fear  that 
he  would  lose  his  reason.  An  electrician  named  Wilmott 
died  from  prussic-acid  poisoning  at  Manchester ;  while 
William  Bliss,  manager  of  the  Banbury  Savings-bank,  took 
potassium  cyanide  in  quantity  sufficient  to  kill  five  persons. 
— Three  deaths  were  due  to  poisoning  by  laudanum.  Two 
were  misadventures,  the  narcotic  being  accidentally  taken 
in  overdose  by  Margaret  Parker  (68),  of  Paddington,  and 
by  John  Brooke  (78),  a  medicated-lozenge  maker,  of 
Plaistow.  A  middle-aged  woman  (unknown)  was  found 
dead  in  a  Glasgow  hotel,  with  an  empty  laudanum-bottle  by 
her  bedside. — William  Thornton  (48),  a  Mile-end  french- 
polisher,  committed  suicide  with  potassium  bichromate. — 
A  clergyman  at  Tottington,  near  Bury,  the  Rev.  Frank  Mar- 
chant  Chetwynd,  poisoned  himself  with  an  overdose  of 
chloral. — Mrs.  Mary  Cooper  (55),  of  Burslem,  swallowed  a 
fatal  dose  of  carbolic  acid. — John  Henry  Raithby  (37),  a 
Brigg  carter,  obtained  a  quantity  of  Sanford's  rat-poison 
from  Mr.  A.  A.  Rhodes,  chemist  and  druggist,  Brigg,  and 
also  a  sixpenny  packet  of  a  strychnine  rat-killer  from  Mr. 
Finlay  McGillivray,  chemist  and  druggist,  Brigg.  Raithby 
was  known  to  the  seller  in  each  case,  and  an  entry  was 
made  in  the  poisons-book  before  the  strychnine  sale. 
Raithby  subsequently  took  the  poison,  dying  from  strych- 
nine-poisoning.— Margaret  Alice  Cheles  (43)  committed 
suicide  at  Kentish  Town  by  taking  oxalic  acid. — The  body 
of  Ellen  Soward  Birkby  (45)  was  found  on  the  beach  at 
Eastbourne.  At  the  inquest  Dr.  Adams,  the  police  sur- 
geon, who  had  made  a  post-moi  tern  examination,  gave  it  at 
his  opinion  that  death  was  due  to  poisoning. 


Mr.  Octavius  C.  Beale,  the  N.S.W.  piano-manufac- 
turer, whose  hobby  is  the  regeneration  of  mankind  by 
strictly  regulating  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines,  has 
reported  to  the  N.S.W.  Government  that  Great  Britain  is 
the  greatest  offender  in  not  controlling  the  sale  of  these 
medicines.  He  bases  his  conclusion  on  the  fact  that  the 
British  Government  derives  a  revenue  of  330,000/.  from  the 
sale  of  medicine-stamps,  and  he  also  makes  the  astonishing- 
statement  that  there  are  sold,  in  addition,  masses  of  Ameri- 
can soothing-syrups  containing  morphine,  opium,  or  chloro- 
form, or  all  combined,  which  escape  taxation  because  they 
do  not  specify  what  they  are  designed  to  soothe.  When 
we  interviewed  Mr.  Beale  last  summer  he  made  similar 
statements  to  us,  and  we  challenged  him  to  substantiate 
them  by  facts.  These  were  not  forthcoming  ;  while  we 
showed  him  that  the  Registrar-General's  returns  disprove 
his  notion  that  hundreds  of  children  die  annually  in  this 
country  from  soothing-syrups.  He  ignored  these  facts,  and 
his  report  does  not  refer  to  the  results  of  the  inquiries 
which  he  made  in  other  directions  where  the  replies  were 
opposed  to  his  pre-formed  views.  Yet  this  is  the  man  who 
is  now  leading  the  Australian  Parliament  and  public  by  the 
nose  on  the  proprietary-medicine  question  ! 
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BENEVOLENT  FUND  ELECTION. 

THE  election  of  three  annuitants  on  the  Benevolent  Fund 
took  place  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on 
December  11.    Mr.  N.  F.  Gulliver  was  chairman  of  the 
scrutineers,  and  declared  the  following  as  the  result  of  a 
scrutiny  of  the  voting-papers  : 

Ashton,  George  F  5,297 

Tomlinson,  Thomas    5,191 

Hobson,  William  5,156 


Leach,  John         ...       ...       ...       ...  3,574 

Beach,  T.  C  2,488 

Andrew,  George   1,819 

The  first  three  were  elected,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  at  the  last  Council-meeting  will  receive  the  first 
grant  at  once.  The  scrutineers  were  thanked  for  their 
services. 

EVENING  MEETING. 
The  second  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  in  the 
lecture-theatre  of  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on 
December  11.  Mr.  Edmund  White  was  in  the  chair,  being 
supported  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Chater.  Mr. 
White  explained  that  in  the  absence  of  the  President 
(through  political  business),  the  Vice-President,  and  a 
member  of  the  Council,  he  occupied  the  chair  as  senior 
member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  There  were  about 
forty  people  present,  including  six  ladies.  A  letter  was 
read  from  Professor  Greenish  regretting  that  an  attack  of 
catarrh  prevented  him  being  present  to  hear  a  paper  he 
was  much  interested  in.  Mr.  Hermann  C.  T.  Gardner 
then  read  his  paper,  entitled 

The  Displacement  of  Alcohol  from  Tincture  Marcs. 

This  was  a  continuation  of  a  previous  paper  given  before 
the  Society  on  April  11,  1905  (see  C.  &  D.,  April  15,  1905, 
p.  576) ;  but  reference  was  made  at  the  beginning  to  what 
previoas  workers  had  done  or  said  about  the  method  of 
displacing  alcohol  by  means  of  water.  Professor  Redwood 
advocated  a  press  in  preference  to  displacement,  and  Stod- 
dart,  in  1872,  said  the  process  depended  upon  the  use  of 
a  proper  form  of  percolator  and  on  not  packing  the  in- 
gredients directly.  Parker,  in  1894,  in  a  paper  before  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  concluded  that  "the 
process  is  quite  reliable  if  carefully  conducted,  but  is  better 
adapted  to  stronger  spirituous  preparations  than  to  proof- 
spirit  compounds."  He  also  observed  that,  "  in  the  down- 
ward displacement  of  alcoholic  tinctures  by  water,  diffusion 
of  the  latter  into  the  tincture  in  advance  of  the  rate  of 
percolation  takes  place  to  an  inconsiderable  extent  only." 
Coblentz,  in  the  1895  edition  of  his  "  Handbook  of  Phar- 
macy," considers  the  process  not  advantageous,  as  vegetable- 
tissues  swell  on  coming  into  contact  with  water.  Mr. 
Gardner  then  showed,  by  means  of  the  optical  lantern,  a 
table  of  the  results  he  had  obtained  with  a  large  number  of 
tinctures,  the  tables  giving  the  percentage  of  alcohol,  specific 
gravity,  percentage  of  extractive,  and  alkaloidal  estima- 
tion. The  terms  "firmly,"  "moderately  firm,"  and  "very 
firm  "  were  defined,  as  the  rate  of  percolation  and  displace- 
ment are  considerably  affected  by  the  packing.  The  degree 
of  fineness  of  the  powder  has  also  some  effect  on  the  rate  of 
percolation,  but  not  so  much  as  the  packing.  The  tinctures  in 
which  displacement  by  water  was  practised  were  found  to 
compare  satisfactorily  with  those  made  by  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  method,  slight  differences  being  noted  in 
some  cases  either  in  the  quantity  of  extractive  or  percentage 
of  alcohol.  All  these  were  shown  in  the  tables,  and  by  means 
of  plotted  curves  the  rate  of  displacement  was  graphically 
illustrated.  In  the  preparation  of  the  tinctures  Mr.  Gardner 
used  a  percolator  in  which  the  rate  of  flow  was  controlled 
by  connecting  the  exit-tube  with'  a  Wolff's  bottle.  The 
conclusions  which  Mr.  Gardner  came  to  were  that  displace- 
ment is  an  economical  process  not  disadvantageous,  and  best 
effected  in  the  controlled  percolator.  The  method  is  pro- 
bably not  satisfactory  with  starchy  drugs,  but  it  answers 
with  other  drugs  if  carefully  conducted. 

The  Chairman  thought  that  alcohol  from  tincture-marcs 


is  best  recovered  by  distillation  by  the  use  of  one  of  Bird's 
stills,  but  probably  Mr.  Gardner's  process  would  be  more 
suitable  for  those  cases  where  tinctures  are  made  on  a  small 
scale. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Parker  said  the  estimation  of  the  value  of 
the  finished  product  by  the  extractive  is  not  reliable,  as 
some  drugs  may  yield  extractive  to  the  water  which  follows 
the  alcohol.  The  assay  of  the  alkaloid  in  the  tincture 
was  the  best  way  to  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  process.  He 
always  prepared  essence  of  ginger  by  the  displacement 
method  :  it  was  slow,  but  quite  workable.  The  ginger, 
being  starchy,  does  not  absorb  alcohol  so  readily,  so  that 
the  displacement  in  the  case  of  ginger  is  rather  a  process 
of  washing.  In  making  64  oz.  of  tinct.  zingib.  fort,  he  is 
able  to  recover  the  alcohol  within  an  ounce — a  result 
superior  to  hydraulic  pressure.  Regarded  from  a  practical 
point  of  view,  a  considerable  amount  of  skilled  attention 
is  needed  to  secure  a  tincture  uncontaminated  with  water, 
and  in  those  cases  where  the  progress  of  the  water  is  not 
obvious  to  the  eye  the  process  is  tedious  and  risky.  With 
belladonna  and  ginger  it  is  easy  to  see  how  far  the  water 
has  travelled,  and  he  (the  speaker)  has  discarded  displace- 
ment except  in  the  case  of  these  two  tinctures.  With  bella- 
donna one  can  see  a  black  line  travelling  down  through 
the  percolator.  Mr.  Parker  then  gave  some  results  of  using 
the  process  of  displacement.  In  making  4  pints  of  tinct. 
cardamomi  co.  and  hand-pressing  the  marc  82.5  oz.  of  pro- 
duct is  obtained  and  82  oz.  by  displacement — practically 
the  same  as  pressure,  but  involving  more  trouble.  With  tinct. 
gentianas  water-displacement  is  exceedingly  unsatisfactory, 
fairly  adapted  for  tinct.  sumbul,  but  not  for  tinct. 
jaborandi.  In  the  case  of  jaborandi  the  coriaceous  nature  of 
the  leaves  may  allow  the  water  to  pass  round  rather  than 
through,  and  so  make  the  method  unsatisfactory.  Inci- 
dentally Mr.  Parker  noted  that  the  definition  of  the  fineness 
of  powders  in  the  B.P.  is  not  quite  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Wright  (Yeovil)  said  that  Professor  Redwood  taught 
his  pupils  that  pressure  is  best  for  recovering  the  residual 
tincture  from  marcs.  It  is  not  worth  the  trouble  to  use 
the  displacement-process. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Brewis  spoke  highly  of  the  recovery  of  tinc- 
ture by  means  of  Bird's  still,  the  invention  of  which  solved 
a  difficulty  which  manufacturers  had  been  unable  to  over- 
come. The  problem  of  dealing  with  larger  quantities  of 
marc,  up  to  half  a  ton,  is  another  problem  which  is  in  a 
fair  way  of  being  overcome. 

Mr.  H.  Finnemore  appreciated  the  value  of  Mr. 
Gardner's  research,  and  wished  that  more  young  chemists 
with  energy  and  time  would  do  similar  work.  It  seemed  to 
be  necessary  to  use  a  glass  percolator,  and  this  made  the 
process  unsuitable  for  conducting  on  a  large  scale.  It 
seemed  also  too  scientific  to  include  in  the  B.P. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  spoke  of  the  high  scientific  value  of 
the  paper,  but  remarked  that  there  were  cases  where  the 
use  of  water  might  be  a  disadvantage. 

Mr.  Gardner,  in  reply,  said  he  followed  up  the  process 
bocau.se  it  is  largely  employed  by  retail  pharmacists,  who 
do  not  as  a  rule  possess  facilities  for  recovering  alcohol  by 
distillation. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  concluded  the  meeting. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 
An  Evening  Meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edin- 
burgh, on  Wednesday  evening,  December  12,  Mr.  D.  B. 
Dott  (Chairman  of  the  Executive)  presiding,  when  Mr. 
George  Lunan,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  communicated  a 
report  of  an  investigation  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
upon 

Effervescent  Granules. 
He  first  discussed  the  question  whether  this  mode  of  ex- 
hibiting medicaments  is  holding  its  place  in  prescriptions, 
and  while  regretting  that  they  are  not  more  popular,  said 
they  should  certainly  be  retained  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
Effervescent  tablets  have  increased  in  favour,  but  have  draw- 
backs, and  their  manufacture  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
special  manufacturers. 
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The  next  question  discussed  was  whether  the  prepara- 
tions in  the  B.P.  should  be  added  to,  amended,  or  deleted. 
The  author  pointed  out  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  heating 
ihe  mixture  to  93.3° — 104.4°  C. ;  citric  acid  melts  under 
70°  C,  and  an  ordinary  granular  mixture  becomes  pasty  at 
ordinary  temperature  in  a  short  time.  Therefore  a  generic 
monograph  applicable  to  all  the  effervescents  need  not  name 
a  temperature  other  than  a  suitable  cne,  or  not  exceeding 
'85°  C.  on  the  surface  of  the  dish,  pan,  or  glass  tray  used 
to  render  the  mass  of  a  granulating  consistence.  If  the 
granule-mass  be  flattened  out  on  the  dish  and  pressed  down, 
the  temperature  will  vary  according  to  its  thickness  and  be 
greatest  at  the  point  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  dish, 
pan,  or  tray.  Working  with  the  monograph  quantity  (Im- 
perial weights)  all  the  masses  are  found  most  workable  at 
about  1£  in.  to  2  in.  thick,  then  cut  into  squares,  and  turned 
to  diffuse  the  heat  evenly  through  them.  By  kneading  and 
•compression  the  prepared  and  cut  mass  can  be  rendered  fit 
for  granulation  through  a  sieve,  at  a  much  lower  tempera- 
ture than  by  stirring  or  other  manipulative  process,  besides 
■having  the  great  advantage  of  allowing  the  manipulator  to 
make  a  granule  of  a  desired  and  uniform  size  without  leaving 
more  than  a  small  quantity  of  powdery  material.  As  to  the 
drying  temperature,  it  is  desirable  to  have  it  as  low  as 
possible  so  as  to  retain  as  much  of  the  C02  of  the  still  moist 
and  decomposing  mass.  But  with  effervescent  sodium  sul- 
phate, and  some  others  that  are  not  official,  it  is  advisable  to 
use  a  temperature  of  50°  C,  and  not  lower,  otherwise  they 
dry  slowly  and  a  large  quantity  of  powdery  material  results, 
'besides  a  proportionate  loss  of  CO,.  The  sentence  in  all  the 
'monographs,  except  Sodii  Sulphas  Effervescens — 

When  the  mixture  by  aid  of  careful  manipulation  has 

assumed  a  granular  character,  separate  it  into  granules  of 

uniform  and  convenient  size  by  means  of  suitable  sieves 
- — will  require  reconstruction  to  suit  the  facts  of  modern  phar- 
macy, and  this  is  dealt  with  later  in  the  paper.  The  author 
advocated  three  additions — namely,  effervescent  granule 
foasis,  effervescent  iron  and  ammonium  citrate,  and  effer- 
vescent potassium  citrate. 

The  constructive  part  of  the  report  was  next  submitted. 
The  author  proposed  that  in  the  appendices  to  the  B.P. 
'the  following  should  be  given  : 

Effervescent  Granules. 
General  Process  of  Preparation. 
Mix  the  sodium  bicarbonate,  the  sugar  or  gluside,  and 
the  medicament  when  present,  pass  them  through  a  No.  20 
to  No.  30  incorrodible  sieve,  subject  the  acids  previously 
•  mixed  to  the  same  process,  and  thoroughly  mix  the  two 
sifted  powders.  Place  the  mixed  powders  in  layers  on  a 
suitable  dish,  pan,  or  glass  tray,  heated  to  between  75°  C. 
and  85°  C.  if  required,  but  not  to  exceed  the  latter  tempera- 
ture. When  the  mass  by  means  of  proper  manipulative 
kneading  and  compression  has  assumed  a  uniformly  plastic 
■condition,  suitable  for  granulation,  rub  it  through  a  No.  5 
to  No.  10  incorrodible  sieve  according  to  the  size  of  granule 
desired  and  most  adapted  to  the  special  effervescent  prepara- 
tion. Dry  the  granules  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding 
-50°  C. 

The  product  should  weigh  100  oz.  (or  1,000  grams). 
The  author  then  submitted  formulas  which  he  recom- 
mended to  be  included  in  the  body  of  the  B.P.,  commenting 
•upon  each  of  them,  which  are  as  follows  : 

Granule  Effervescentes  pro  Base. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   55  oz.       550  grams 
Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder      ...    26^  oz.       265  grams 
<Citric  acid    in   powder  from  un- 

effloresced  crystals   21  oz.       210  grams 

Prepare  according  to.  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 
'Granules  in  the  appendices. 

The  product  should  weigh  about  95  oz.  (or  950  grams) — the 
■  difference  being  made  up  with  medicament. 

Granule  Effervescentes  Caffeine  Citratis. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   50  oz.       500  grams 
"Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder        ...    26  oz.       260  grams 
Citric  acid,   in  powder  from  un- 

effloresced  crystals   18  oz.       180  grams 

Refined  sugar,  in_ dry  powder        ...    12  oz.       120  grams 
Caffeine  citrate,  in  dry  powder     ...     5  oz.        50  grams 
Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 
^Granules  in  the  appendices. 
Dose  :  60  to  120  grains. 


Granule  Effervescentes  Ferri  et  Ammonii  Citratis. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   50  oz.       500  grams 
Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder        ...    26  oz.       260  grams 
Citric  acid,   in  powder  from  un- 

effloresced  crystals   18  oz.       180  grams 

Iron  and  ammonium  citrate,  in  dry 

powder   10  oz.       100  grams 

Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 
Granules  in  the  appendices. 
Dose  :  60  to  120  grains. 

Gbantjl.£  Effervescentes  Lithii  Citratis. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   53  oz.       530  grams 
Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder        ...    30  oz.       300  grams 
Citric  acid,  in  powder  from  un- 

effloresced  crystals.   20£  oz.       205  grams 

Lithium  carbonate,  in  dry  powder      5  oz.        50  gramy 
Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 
Granules  in  the  appendices. 
Dose :  30  to  60  grains. 

Granule  Effervescentes  Magnesii  Sulphatis. 

Impl.  Metric. 

Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   37  oz.       370  grams 

Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder      ...    19  oz.       190  grams 

Citric  acid,  in  powder  from  un- 
effloresced  crystals   13^  oz.       135  grams 

Soluble  gluside,  in  dry  powder    ...      g  oz.         1.25  gram. 

Desiccated  magnesium  sulphate, 
powdered  and  dried  at  a  tem- 
perature not  exceeding  100°  C. 
until    it   loses   20   per  cent,  of 

weight  40  oz.      400  grama 

Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 

Granules  in  the  appendices. 
Dose:  Repeated,  60  to  120  grains;  single,  i  to  1  oz. ;  best 

administered  in  warm  water. 
The  finished  product  will  contain  the  equivalent  of  50  per 

cent.  MgSOJH;0. 

Granules  Effervescentes  Potassii  Citratis. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   50  oz.       500  grams 
Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder        ...    25  oz.       250  grams 
Citric  acid,   in  powder  from  un- 

effioresced  crystals   18  oz.       180  grams 

Potassium  citrate,  in  dry  powder   20  oz.       200  grams 
Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 
Granules  in  the  appendices. 
Dose  :  60  to  120  grains. 

Granule  Effervescentes  Sodii  Citro-Tartratis. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   50  oz.       500  grams 
Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder        ...    26  oz.      260  grams 
Citric  acid,   in  powder  from  un- 

effloresced  crystals   18  oz.       180  grams 

Refined  sugar,  in  dry  powder     ...    15  oz.      150  grams 
Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 
Granules  in  the  appendices. 
Dose  :  60  grains  to  120  grains. 

Granule  Effervescentes  Sodii  Phosphatis. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   50  oz.       500  grams 
Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder     ...    25  oz.      250  grams 
Citric  acid,   in  powder  from  un- 

effloresced  crystals   20  oz.       200  grams 

Desiccated  sodium  phosphate 
(sodium  phosphate  powdered 
and  dried  at   100°  to  120°  C. 

until  it  loses  half  its  weight)...         25  oz.      250  grams 
Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent 
Granules  in  the  appendices. 

Dose :  Repeated,  60  to  120  grains ;  single,  \  to  £  oz. ;  prefer- 
ably in  warm  water. 

Granule  Effervescentes  Sodii  Sulphatis. 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder   50  oz.       500  grams 
Tartaric  acid,,  in  dry  powder        •••    25  oz.       250  grams 
Citric  acid,   in  powder  from  un- 

effloresced  crystals   20  oz.       200  grams 

Desiccated  sodium  sulphate 
(sodium    sulphate    deprived  of 

half  its  weight  at  100"  C.)         ...    25  oz.       250  grams 
Prepare  according  to  the  process  given  under  Effervescent' 
Granules  in  the  appendices. 

Dose:  60  to  120  grains  repeated;  \  to  i  oz.  for  single;  pre- 
ferably in  half  a  tumbler  of  hot  water. 
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Sodii  Tartro-stjlphas  Effehvescens. 

(An  alternative  process  to  the  last  given.) 

Impl.  Metric. 
Sodium  bicarbonate,  in  dry  powder    41  oz.       410  grams 
Tartaric  acid,  in  dry  powder        ...    37  oz.       370  grams 
Soluble  gluside,  in  dry  powder     ...       £  oz.  1.25  gram 

Exsiccated    sodium    sulphate  (de- 

firived  of  all  its  water  of  crystal- 
isation  (56  per  cent.)    22  oz.       220  grams 

Mix  the  dry  powders,  expose  them  for  an  hour  to  a  tempera- 
ture of  50°  C,  and  pass  them  through  a  No.  30  incorrodible 
6ieve. 

The  product  should  weigh  about  100  oz.  (or  1,000  grams)  and 
contain  50  per  cent,  of  sodium  sulphate. 

Dose:  Repeated,  60  to  120  grains;  single,  {  to  i  oz. ;  prefer- 
ably administered  in  warm  water. 

This  tartro-sulphate  is  a  superior  and  effective  efferves- 
cent saline. 

The  author  finds  a  strong  feeling  against  putting  a  limit 
on  the  available  CO*  of  the  official  effervescent  granules, 
as  advocated  by  Dyer.  Effervescent  granules  conforming 
most  strictly  to  the  B.P.  formula  might  be  found  under 
special  circumstances  not  to  fulfil  this  test,  whereas  a  poorly- 
prepared  substitute  might  yield  the  necessary  C02  and  not 
contain  the  B.P.  proportion  of  ingredients.  This  is  not  to 
be  read  as  meaning  that  the  effervescent  properties  should 
not  be  retained  to  the  utmost,  for  that  is  where  the  art  of 
effervescent-granule  making  becomes  a  personal  question. 

In  the  formulas  great  stress  is  laid  on  the  conditions  in 
which  the  ingredients  are  to  be  introduced,  "  in  dry  powder  " 
or  "  in  powder  from  uneffloresced  crystals,"  and  the  medica- 
ment is  placed  last  on  the  list  and  the  sodium  bicarbonate 
first.  This  is  to  ensure  uniformity  of  results,  because  a  great 
deal  depends  on  the  condition  of  the  ingredients,  and  a 
regular  system  of  writing  the  formula  is  desirable. 

The  author  then  dealt  more  in  detail  with  the  question  of 
massing,  neutrality  and  acidity,  and  size  of  granules,  all  the 
results  of  his  investigations  being  embodied  in  the  formulas, 
which,  he  said,  are  the  result  of  careful  observation  and 
many  experimental  trials,  the  result  of  which  were  not 
always  satisfactory.  He  acknowledged  assistance  from  the 
following,  to  most  of  whom  he  addressed  a  series  of  ques- 
tions, to  which  they,  after  considerable  experimental  work, 
replied — namely,  Mr.  Davidson,  Montrose ;  Mr.  R.  Glode 
Guyer,  Edinburgh  ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill,  Southwark,  London  ;  Mr. 
John  Lothian,  Glasgow;  and  Mr.  Ernest  Quant,  Torquay. 

Discussion. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  said  he  had  letters  of  apology 
for  absence  in  which  the  writers  expressed  their  views 
regarding  the  paper. — Mr.  Lothian  (Glasgow)  thought  the 
report  put  granules  on  a  more  satisfactory  basis  in  more 
senses  than  one,  and  he  agreed  with  the  author  in  all  main 
particulars.  The  formula  for  the  general  basis  and  that 
for  the  lithium  carbonate  had  been  tried  in  his  laboratory, 
and  the  granules  looked  very  fine  and  effervesced  extremely 
well.  It  was  a  good  idea  to  arrange  effervescent  granules 
in  a  group  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  It  would  be  an  advantage 
to  prescribers,  pharmacists,  and  students,  and  the  general 
directions  in  the  Appendix  would  save  redundancy.  It  was 
inadvisable  to  fix  a  limit  of  carbon  dioxide.  The  great  fault 
of  the  granulating-basis  in  the  present  B.P.  is  that  it  is 
too  inelastic  for  the  incorporation  of  large  and  varying  pro- 
portions of  exsiccated  or  partially  exsiccated  salts. — Mr.  A. 
McCutcheon  wrote  that  his  experience  coincided  with  Mr. 
Lunan's  that  the  use  of  granular  preparations  is  not  increas- 
ing, which  might  be  due  to  uncertainty  in  dosage  with  the 
ordinary  granule.  He  suggested  reducing  the  size  to  that 
of  the  granular  salines  now  in  common  use,  so  as 
to  secure  constancy  in  dosage. — Mr.  Davidson  (Mont- 
rose) in  his  letter  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  B.P. 
granulating  instructions  were  most  unsatisfactory  and  the 
temperature  much  too  high.  The  mixture  had  to  assume  a 
granular  character  by  aid  of  careful  manipulation,  pro- 
ducing an  inelegant  mixture  of  various-sized  granules  and 
a  considerable  proportion  of  powder.  Eighty-five  degrees 
Centigrade  is  ample  for  granulation,  but  the  dish  should  be 
near  that  temperature  when  the  mixed  powders  were  intro- 
duced so  that  a  pasty  mass  might  be  produced  at  once  and 
with  as  little  loss  of  carbonic  acid  as  possible.  A  No.  6 
sieve  gives  a  good  average-s'zed  granule.  He  uses  a 
specially  made  drying-cupboard  with  a  good  draught  for 
finishing  the  granules. — Mr.  C.  A.  MacPherson  wrote  that  in 


his  experience  the  demand  for  these  preparations,  never 
great,  has  diminished  of  late.  The  demand  is  confined, 
chiefly  to  proprietary  articles,  and  the  B.P.  preparations, 
seem  to  be  ignored,  and  if  deleted  would  not  be  much  missed. 
The  tendency  to  introduce  into  the  B.P.  preparations  which, 
can  only  be  profitably  made  on  a  large  scale  engendered  in 
the  minds  of  prescribers  the  idea  that  ordinary  dispensers, 
are  incapable  of  compounding  anything  requiring  careful' 
manipulation,  and  this  false  idea  is  insidiously  fostered  by 
the  plausible,  persistent  advertising  of  manufacturers. — Mr.. 
J.  P.  Gilmour  (Glasgow)  agreed  with  Mr.  Lunan  as  to  the 
demand  for  effervescing  preparations ;  while  Mr.  D. 
McEwan  (Edinburgh)  thought  there  had  been  a  distinct 
decrease.  He  approved  of  the  suggested  general  basis  being, 
made  official,  but  was  in  favour  of  the  deletion  of  the  others 
from  the  B.P.  except  caffeine  and  lithium. — Mr.  A.  K. 
Stewart  strongly  supported  a  formula  for  effervescent  citrate 
of  iron  and  ammonia.  Several  physicians  testified  that 
where  other  forms  of  iron  could  not  be  tolerated  this  pre- 
paration never  fails  to  give  excellent  results,  and  it  is  largely 
prescribed,  alone  or  combined  with  arsenic  or  strychnine. 
He  thought  the  demand  for  granular  effervescents  was; 
increasing,  it  being  a  method  of  administering  many  drugs 
in  an  elegant  and  efficacious  form. — Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  wrote 
that  his  experience  of  Mr.  Lunan's  forms  was  that  they 
worked  well. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  agreed  that  these  preparations  should 
be  grouped  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  he  disagreed  with 
Mr.  MacPherson's  statement  that  they  could  only  be  made 
on  a  large  scale.  He  often  made  4  or  8  oz.  using  an 
enamelled  evaporating-dish.  The  process  only  takes  about 
half  an  hour,  and  he  uses  sodium  eitro-tartrate  as  a  basis. 
As  to  the  suggestion  to  include  all  these  in  the  B.P.,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say  they  are  all  good.  He  thought 
bismuth  should  be  added.  He  preferred  a  No.  6  to  a  No.  8- 
sieve. 

Mr.  Glass  said  many  of  the  forms  mentioned  are  not 
used,  but  caffeine  and  lithium  are  common,  as  well  as  health- 
salt.  He  found  half  an  hour  sufficient  for  drying.  Granu- 
lating at  a  low  temperature  is  best.  With  a  high  tempera- 
ture one  might  miss  getting  granules  at  all.  He  contended 
that  pharmacists  should  make  their  own  granules. 

Mr.  T.  Stephenson  pointed  out  that  a  decrease  or  increase- 
in  the  demand  might  depend  on  the  interest  the  pharmacist, 
took  in  the  preparations  or  the  character  of  the  district  in 
which  he  was  located.  He  strongly  deprecated  the  use  of 
granules  for  arsenic  or  strychnine.  Granules  varied  so- 
much  that  the  dosage  would  be  unreliable. 

Mr.  Boa  said  the  fad  which  raged  twenty-five  years  ago- 
for  putting  all  sorts  of  medicaments  in  this  form  is  finding, 
its  level  now,  and  the  number  being  reduced  to  those  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Lunan  or  perhaps  less,  but  with  a  less  number 
the  output  of  those  found  suitable  is  much  greater.  The- 
effervescent  formula  worked  buf  to  about  6  per  cent.  He- 
hardly  regarded  this  form  as  suitable  for  serious  medication. 
He  favoured  a  No.  10  sieve  rather  than  a  No.  5.  There  is  no- 
difficulty  in  knowing  when  a  granule  is  dry,  and  he  advo- 
cated drying  slowly,  to  avoid  forming  a  crust  on  the  exterior 
and  thus  preventing  drying  in  the  interior. 

Mr.  Brazier's  experience  was  that  there  is  a  large- 
i'emand  for  effervescents  like  caffeine,  lithium,  and  potas- 
sium citrates  and  sodium  sulphate,  but  for  the  others  the- 
demand  is  small.  Mr.  Lunan's  formula  for  lithium  citrate- 
seemed  to  indicate  about  2  per  cent,  of  free  acid,  calculated' 
as  tartaric  acid. 

Mr.  McDiarmid  agreed  that  there  is  an  increasing  demand) 
for  these  preparations  except  magnesium  sulphate.  Mr. 
Lunan's  figures  in  many  cases  yielded  more  than  10O 
parts  total  weight.  He  asked  how  Mr.  Lunan  obtained 
granules  of  magnesium  sulphate  without  the  sugar.  The- 
heat  should  be  quickly  applied  in  granulating,  but  a  1^-in. 
or  2-in.  layer  is  too  thick.  The  formula  for  lithium- 
citrate  would  require  5  or  6  oz.  more  acid  to  make  the- 
carbonate  into  citrate.  Granules  made  at  a  low  temperature- 
take  longer  to  dry,  because  if  they  are  rapidly  heated  they 
are  apt  to  run  together.  Iron  and  ammonium  citrate 
should  be  mixed  with  the  acids,  because  if  mixed  with: 
sodium  bicarbonate  the  ammonia  would  escape. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Clark  advocated  pharmacists  making  these- 
preparations  themselves  if  they  wanted  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Somerville,  speaking  from  fifteen  years'  experience- 
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in  the  South  Side  of  Edinburgh,  said  medical  men  who 
formerly  used  this  form  of  medication  are  now  giving  it  up. 
He  attributed  that  to  the  introduction  of  tablets. 

Mr.  Plenderleith  was  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the 
general  basis,  and 

Mr.  Adam  Duncan  no'ted  the  instability  of  effervescent 
granular  preparations  and  their  tendency  to  attract  moisture. 

Mr.  Hill  thought  it  would  be  found  that  this  form  of 
medication  is  more  likely  to  be  in  demand  in  a  West-end 
than  an  East-end  district. 

The  Chairman  favoured  the  grouping  of  these  prepara- 
tions. Prescribers  .should  settle  whether  potent  drugs 
should  be  administered  in  effervescent  granules,  but  phar- 
macists should  discourage  the  practice.  He  moved  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Lunan. 

Mr.  Ltjnan,  in  reply,  referred  to  the  proposal  for  a 
bismuth  preparation,  and  said  it  is  a  bad  principle  to  put 
insoluble  powders  in  a  granular  form.  His  quantities  were 
nearer  100  oz.  than  the  B.P.  formula  yielded.  The  citric 
acid  is  increased  to  facilitate  granulation.  When  granules 
pressed  in  the  hand  do  not  stick  together  they  are  dry. 
Lithium  citrate  is  purposely  alkaline  ;  an  Edinburgh  doctor 
found  the  carbonate  superior  to  the  citrate  of  lithium. 

A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  lecturer  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  meeting. 


Cbermcal  Society 

A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thursday, 
December  6,  the  President  (Professor  R.  Meldola, 
F.R.S.)  in  the  chair.  The  number  of  papers  down  for  read- 
ing was  small,  and  the  number  of  authors  who  had  announced 
their  intention  of  being  present  to  read  their  communica- 
tions smaller  still.  The  first  paper  was  one  from  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  Research  Laboratory  by  Dr.  Crossley 
and  Miss  N.  Renouf,  and  dealt  with  some  further  trans- 
formations of  Derivatives  of  Dimethyldihydro- 
resorcinol,  a  substance  which  bids  fair  to  rival  camphor 
in  the  plenitude  of  its  derivatives.  Professor  Meldola, 
who  temporarily  vacated  the  chair  in  favour  of  Sir  W.  H. 
Perkin,  then  read  a  short  communication  dealing  with  the 
synthesis  and  properties  of  certain  Nitro-derivatives  of 
oi-naphthylamine.  The  last  paper,  read  by  Mr.  Leach, 
was  concerned  with  the  Nitrolamixes  obtained  by  the 
action  of  ammonia  and  other  bases  on  pinene  nitroso- 
chloride,  and  described  a  series  of  interesting  products  pre- 
pared by  the  action  of  various  reagents  on  these.  This 
work  is  being  continued,  and  the  author  hopes  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  still  unsettled  question  of  the  constitution 
of  pinene.  A  paper  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun.,  and  Mr. 
R.  Robinson  entitled  "  Some  Derivatives  of  Benzophenone  : 
Synthesis  of  Substances  occurring  in  Coco-bark,"  was  on 
the  list,  but  was  unfortunately  not  read.  There  was  some 
speculation  among  the  small  number  of  pharmacists  present 
at  tke  meeting  as  to  what  ' '  Coco-bark  ' '  is,  and  we  hazard 
the  opinion  that  "coco"  is  a  misprint  for  "  ccto,"  since 
it  has  long  been  known  that  cotoin  is  a  benzophenone  de- 
rivative. During  the  meeting  a  ballot  for  the  election  of 
fellows  was  held.  Among  those  elected  were  Professor 
O.  W.  Bethea,  who  lectures  on  pharmacology  at  the 
Missouri  Medical  College,  U.S.A.  ;  Mr.  C.  T.  Cockburn,  of 
Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co.,  Glasgow;  Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie, 
President  of  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board ;  Mr  G 
Naylor,  Ph.C,  of  Blackpool;  and  Mr.  G.  G.  Watt,  Ph.C 
of  the  London  College  of  Pharmacy. 


jfeethntiea. 

A  Staff  Dinner. 

The  annual  staff  dinner  of  Messrs.  John  Sanger  &  Sons 
took  place  at  Reggiori's,  King's  Cross,  on  Saturday, 
December  8.  Seventy  guests  were  present,  Mr.  Henry 
Sanger  presiding.  The  toast  of  "  The  Firm  "  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  J.  Smith,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  staff. 
The  Chairman  responded,  and  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
said  he  was  glad  to  learn  that  the  Cricket  Club  is  being 
re-started,  and  no  doubt  the  news  will  interest  other  clubs 
in  the  wholesale  trade.  A  long  and  varied  musical  pro- 
gramme added  much  pleasure  to  the  evening's  proceedings. 


Songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  D.  J.  Thomas,  H.  F.  Smith, 
Thorn.  Corlett,  J.  Wickins,  A.  Millner,  and  F.  Vause. 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  concluded  a  successful  evening. 

A  Smoke  at  Cardiff. 

The  first  smoking-concert  of  the  members  of  the  Cardiff 
and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association  took  place  at  the 
Park  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Wednesday  evening,  December  12. 
The  newly  elected  President  (Mr.  R.  Muniford)  occupied 
the  chair.  Songs  and  recitations  were  given  by  Mr.  Geo. 
Williams  and  Mr.  Geo.  Thomas,  members  of  the  craft,  and 
they  were  assisted  by  a  number  of  friends,  so  that  altogether 
a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

Whist-drive  at  Sheffield. 

The  annual  whist-drive  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Phar- 
macy Athletic  Club  was  held  at  the  Imperial  Rooms, 
Pinstone  Street,  on  Thursday  evening,  December  6.  It 
was  an  even  greater  success  than  last  year's,  there  being 
about  140  persons  present,  including  Mr.  R.  D.  Douglas 
(President)  and  a  fair  sprinkling  of  member-s  of  the  craft 
and  ladies.  During  the  interval  the  prizes  gained  in  the 
course  of  the  past  cricket  season  were  presented  to  the 
winners  by  Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson  (ex-President),  Mr.  W. 
Stathers  receiving  the  batting  prize  (given  by  Mr.  G.  J.  R. 
Parkes),  and  Mr.  J.  Weatherall  the  bowling  prize  (given 
by  Mr.  J.  Hull).  The  only  pharmacist  to  carry  off  a  prize 
in  the  whist-drive  was  Mr.  C.  A.  Gardner.  The  prizes 
were  presented  to  the  winners  by  Mrs.  J.  G.  Jackson.  The 
arrangements  generally  were  excellent,  and  reflected  great 
credit  on  the  committee  and  on  Mr.  Alf.  Preston,  the 
energetic  Hon.  Secretary. 

Then  and  Now. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Hull  and  District  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  December  6,  at  the 
Grosvenor  Hotel,  Hull,  Mr.  A.  Richardson  (President)  in 
the  chair.  The  company  included  Messrs.  J.  F.  Robson 
(Vice-President),  C.  B.  Bell,  W.  Staning  (Hon.  Secretary), 
R.  F.  Jones,  Sayers  (Sayers,  Silcox,  Cuzner  &  Co.).  Brig- 
house,  Keyser  (Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.),  Tebb,  and  Lincoln. 
After  the  loyal  toasts,  that  of  "The  Pharmaceutical 
Society "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Brighouse,  and  Mr.  Bell 
replied.  Mr.  Sayers  proposed  "  The  Hull  and  District 
Chemists'  Association "  in  a  short  and  happy  speech,  and 
Mr.  Richardson,  the  Chairman,  in  responding,  read  from  a 
card  that  the  inaugural  supper  of  the  Hull  Branch  of  the 
United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  was  held  at  the 
George  Hotel  so  long  ago  as  May  11,  1864 ;  and  the  present 
Society  is  the  same  body,  but  two  years  ago  it  gained  a  new 
lease  of  life,  after  lying  dormant  for  some  time,  and  took 
its  present  name.  Mr.  Stoakes,  in  a  humorous  speech,  pro- 
posed "  The  Press,"  coupling  with  it  the  name  of  Mr. 
Watson,  who  responded.  "The  Visitors"  was  submitted 
by  Mr.  J.  F.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Keyser  replied.  The  toast  of 
"  The  Vice-President  and  the  Hon.  Secretary,"  proposed  by 
Mr.  Bell,  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Robson  and  Mr.  Staning. 
A  selection  of  music  was  rendered  by  Mr.  Keyser,  Mr. 
Sayers,  Mr.  R.  F.  Jones,  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr.  A.  Jones,  Mr. 
Brown,  Mr.  Taylor-Farrell,  Mr.  Foster,  and  Mr.  Reeder 
(accompanist). 


3nformatton  Wantefc. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


194/68.  Who  are  agents  or  makers  of  "Dr.  Wilson's 
Horehound  and  Irish  Moss  Balsam  "  ? 

233/44.  What  is  "  Stenosine,"  or  where  can  it  be  ob- 
tained ? 

235/33.  Address  of  proprietors  of  Goodman's  veterinary 
preparations. 

234/7.  Address  of  proprietor  of  Barry  Evans's  hair- 
restorer,  formerly  of  Derby. 

236/41.  Address  of  Rex  Rheumatic-Ring  Co.,  formerly 
Tollington  Park,  London,  N. 

233/32.  Who  are  the  proprietors  of  Little's  Oriental 
Balm  and  Hunt's  asthma-cure  ? 
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tTrafce  TReport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  Londcn,  E.C.,  December  13. 

ALTHOUGH  an  active  business  is  not  looked  for  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  the  general  tone  of  the  markets  con- 
tinues good,  with  an  advance  in  the  price  of  several  important 
articles.  Consequent  on  the  rise  in  opium,  the  makers  of 
morphine  and  codeine  have,  as  was  anticipated,  again 
advanced  their  prices.  Quinine  is  very  firm,  but  holders, 
like  the  makers,  are  unwilling  sellers,  preferring  to  wait 
developments.  Cream  of  tartar  and  tartaric  acid  are  also 
firm,  and  among  heavy  chemicals  Liverpool  sulphate  of 
copper  is  much  dearer,  while  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  on  the 
easy  side.  Arsenic  is  extremely  scarce  and  dearer.  Crude 
drugs  and  essential  oils  show  few  movements ;  cascara 
sagrada  is  flat,  and  chamomiles  show  an  improved  demand. 
Camphor  is  very  firm,  but  these  high  prices  do  not,  as  a 
rule,  commend  themselves  to  speculators.  Menthol  and 
Japanese,  peppermint  oil  are  firm,  but  Wayne  County  is  very 
quiet.  Good  new  crop  vanilla  sold  at  firmer  rates,  and  the 
annual  castorum  sale  went  off  with  spirited  competition, 
prices  advancing  considerably.  Several  seed  oils  show  a 
downward  tendency.  The  changes  of  the  week  are  as 
follows  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Castorum 
Codeine  and 

salts 
Euonymus 
Morphine  salts 

Arsenic 
Copper 

sulphate 
Vanilla  (good) 

Ammonia 

sulpb  ate 
Coco-nut  oil 

(Ceylon) 
Cotton-seed  oil 
Rape  oil 
■shellac 
Star  aniseed 
oil 

Pepper  (white) 
Vanilla 

(common) 

Cablegram?. 

Hamburg,  December  13  : — Refined  camphor,  opium,  and 
citric  acid  are  all  firmly  held. 

Smyrna..  December  13  : — Sales  of  opium  on  American 
-account  continue  at  from  9s.  10c/.  to  lis.  Cold  weather 
prevails,  and  sellers  are  very  firm. 

New  York,  December  13  : — Business  is  active.  Opium 
is  firmer  at  $3.40  per  lb.  for  druggists'  by  cases.  American 
refined  camphor  in  barrels  is  strong  at  $1.17.  Peppermint 
oil  is  easy  at  $2.40  per  lb.  in  bulk.  Balsam  copaiba  has 
advanced  to  33c.  for  Central  American,  and  Peru  balsam 
is  also  dearer  at  $1.25.  Senega  is  dull  at  46c,  and  Rio 
ipecacuanha  is  advancing,  $1.95  being  quoted. 

Amsterdam,  December  13  : — At  the  auctions  of  cinchona- 
bark  held  here  to-day  8,668  packages  were  offered,  weigh- 
ing 823,352  kilos,  and  containing  the  equivalent  of 
43.461  kilos,  of  quinine  sulphate.  This  compares  with 
9,690  packages  or  47,552  kilos,  q.s.  offered  at  the  auction 
on  November  8.  Of  the  quantity  offered  8.668  packages 
sold  at  an  average  unit  of  5.10c  per  half -kilo.,  as 
compared  with  4.62c.  paid  at  the  November  auction.  The 
following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  pur- 
chased by  the  principal  buyers  :  (1)  The  English  and 
American  factories.  9.507  kilos.  ;  (2)  the  Brunswick  fac- 
tory, 5,642  kilos.  ;  (3)  the  Mannheim  factory,  6,371  kilos.  ; 
(4)  the  Amsterdam  factory ,_ 4,762  kilos.  ;  (5)  the  Frankfort 
and:  Stuttgart  factories,  5,^84  kilos.-;  (6)  various  buyers, 
11,578  kilos.    The  lowest  price  paid  for  manufacturing- 


barks  was  7-^c.  per  half-kilo.,  and  the  highest  55^c. ;  while  for 
pharmaceutical  bark  from  8|c.  to  45c.  was  paid.  The  21 
packages  Java  coca-  leaves  sold  at  from  41c.  to  40ic.  per  half- 
kilo. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  fair  all-round  demand  at  all  the  principal  centres 
of  the  heavy-chemical  market,  and  although  there  is  a  certain 
degree  of  quietness  in  some  articles,  the  general  condition  of 
the  market  must  be  considered  as  being  good.  From  now  to 
the  end  of  the  year  'there  will  naturally  not  be  so  much 
activity  as  there  has  been  ;  still,  for  the  season,  the  demand  is- 
a  full  average  on  both  contract  and  miscellaneous  account. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  quiet  and  rather  on  tho  weak  side, 
with  quotations  lower.  Present  nearest  figures :  Beckton 
12/  5s.  to  12/.  7s.  bd..  January- June  delivery  121.  10s.,  Beckton 
terms  12/.,  London  12/.,  Leith  12/.,  and  Hull  12/. 

Alkali  Produce.— Bleaching-powder,  with  continued  good 
demand,  maintains  a  firm  tone.  Soft-wood  casks,  free  on 
rails,  4/.  12s.  6c7.  to  4/.  17s.  6cZ.,  and  export  5/.  5s.  to  51.  15s. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  etc.,  according  to  market.  Caustic 
soda  is  fairly  active  on  both  prompt  and  forward  account, 
76  to  77  per  cent.,  10/.  10s.  to  10/.  12s.  65. ;  70  per  cent.,  9/.  15s. 
to  9/.  17s.  6(7. ;  and  60  per  cent.,  8/.  15s.  to  8/.  17s.  6c7.  per  ton. 
Ammonia  alkali  58  per  cent,  without  change  and  firm  at 
4/.  10s.  to  4/.  15s.  per  ton,  in  bags  free  on  rails.  Soda  crystals- 
are  in  somewhat  heavier  demand  at  62s.  bd.  to  65s.  per  ton, 
f.o.b.  Tync,  and  67s.  bd.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Saltcake 
well  maintains  its  steady  position  at  advanced  figure  of  40s. 
per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bulk.  Bicarbonate  of  soda,  6/.  12s.  6c?. 
to  6/.  17s.  6cZ.  per  ton,  in  1-cwt.  kegs,  f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  and 
larger  packages  6/.  7s.  6c7.  to  6/.  12s.  6r7.  per  ton.  Chlorates  of 
potash  and  soda,  3|cZ.  to  4c/.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity,  etc. 
Prussiate  of  potash,  6jcZ.  to  6ic/.  per  lb. ;  and  prussiate  of 
soda,  4gcZ.  to  5c7.  per  lb.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  continues  to 
maintain  a  very  firm  tone,  and  prompt  supply  is  scarce. 
Ordinary  crystals  in  large  casks,  6/.  to  6/.  10s.  per  ton,  and 
1-cwt.  kegs  7/.  to  10/.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and  quan- 
tity. Silicates  of  soda  steady;  140°  Tw.,  4/.  2s.  6cZ.  to 
4/.' 12s.  6cZ. ;  100°  Tw.,  37.  12s.  bd.  to  47.  2s.  bd.  ;  and  75°  Tw., 
3/.  51.  to  3/.  15s.  per  ton,  according  to  quantity,  quality,  and 
destination. 

Continental  Markets. 

Bismuth. — The  union  of  the  German  manufacturers  of 
bismuth-salts  has  broken  up,  and  as  a  result  of  competition 
between  makers  the  prices  of  subnitrate  have  declined  by 
lm.  per  kilo.  The  other  salts  and  the  metal  itself  are  un- 
altered. [The  London  market  is  not  likely  to  be  affected  by 
this  change.] 

Castor  Oil. — A  French  report  states  that  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Customs  Commissioners  it  was  agreed  that  an  import- 
duty  of  6  fr.  per  100  kilos,  should  be  imposed  on  oil-seeds. 
If  this  should  be  definitely  sanctioned,  the  duty  will  seriously 
affect  the  French  castor-oil  trade. 

Citric  Acid. — German  makers  are  optimistic ;  the  market 
during  the  last  few  months  has  been  as  follows:  Lower  prices 
for  next  year's  delivery  were  reported  from  England,  although 
afterwards  they  were  not  confirmed.  Makers  suspended  their 
offers  of  new  goods  for  1907,  and  crystals  free  from  lead  could 
be  had  at  315m.  per  100  kilos.  This  price,  however,  was  not 
general,  and  later  there  was  an  increase  of  a  few  marks. 
According  to  reports  received  from  Sicily,  lower  prices  for 
next  season's  citrate  of  lime  are  not  expected  :  producers 
of  raw  material  have  made  an  advance  which  is  supported  by 
the  Government,  so  that  important  interests  are  involved  in 
tho  maintenance  of  prices. 

Junifer-berries. — The  first  deliveries  of  this  year's  crop 
have  been  received  in  Germany  from  Italy,  but  the  quality 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Prices  have  fallen  somewhat,  but 
will  probably  harden  again  shortly,  as  the  crop  is  said  to  b© 
scanty. 

Marshmali.ow. — Prospects  for  the  forthcoming  crop  seem 
to  be  less  favourable  than  had  been  anticipated  ;  the  season, 
however,  is  not  yet  far  enough  advanced  to  allow  of  a 
reliable  forecast  being  given. 

Olive  Oil. — An  advice  from  Messina  dated  November  30 
states  that  the  bad  crop  reports  are  fully  confirmed,  and  in 
many  districts  it  is  rot  worth  while  to  gather  the  few  worm- 
eaten  olives.  In  spite  of  this  poor  outlook  values  have  slightly 
relaxed,  prices  having  already  reached  a  high  level.  At 
Gioja  a  good  stock  remains.  The  absence  of  export  demand 
and  esnecially  the  scarcity  of  orders  are  keenly  felt.  Reports 
received  from  the  South  of  France  and  in  both  tho  Rivieras, 
state  that  great  damage  has  been  caused  bv  the  "  oil  "  worm, 
and  by  the  dryness  of  the  summer.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
quality  of  the  oil  is  said  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sulphur. — An  advice  from  Messina  states  that  after  a  con- 
siderable interval  a  shipment  of  1.500  tons  has  boon  made  to 
Now  York.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  on  what  grounds 
this  shipment  was  made,  considering  that  the  :'  Consortium  " 
has  continually  refused  to  allow  shipments.    The  question  is 
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■asked,  Will  Mr.  Frasch  retaliate  ?  During  the  past  fort- 
night the  "  Consortium  "  has  again  raised  prices  by  5  cen- 
times all  round,  and  it  is  announced  that  prices  will  be  further 
increased.  This  advance  has  led  to  a  revival  in  all  branches 
of  the  industry.  Work  is  being  resumed  in  abandoned  mines, 
and  endeavours  are  being  made  to  discover  new  sulphur-beds. 
The  State  Bank  is  advancing  four-fifths  of  the  value  on  any 
•quantity  of  brimstone  that  is  produced,  so  that  there  is  no 
■lack  of  money  for  the  present.  The  "  Consortium,"  in  order 
•to  dispose  of  the  immense  stock  taken  over  from  the  Anglo- 
Sicilian  Co.,  apnears  willing  to  grant  substantial  reductions 
.in  price  to  acid  factories  and  pulp-mills,  if  they  will  sub- 
stitute pyrites  for  brimstone.  One  American  company,  it  is 
.said,  has  made  an  offer  of  about  40s.  f.o.b.  Sicily  for 
150,000  tons,  but  this  offer  is  about  10s.  too  low  to  warrant 
-acceptance. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  steady  at  Is.  7^d.  for  English  and  Is.  7c7. 
■for  foreign. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  firm  at  from  life?,  to  life?,  for  Eng- 
lish and  at  ll^c?.  for  foreign. 

Agar-agar  is  firm,  and  somewhat  difficult  to  buy  for 
•shipment.  Fine  quality  is  selling  at  Is.  6d.  and  No.  1  at 
Is.  5^c7.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — An  arrival  of  50  boxes  Curacao  has  taken  place. 
Socotrine  in  kegs  is  held  at  90s.  from  first  hands,  but  the 
.price  precludes  business. 

Aniseed. — Common  to  good  Russian  can  be  bought  at 
'25s.  to  26s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot.  Spanish  is  quoted  32s.  to 
Z4s.  per  cwt. 

Arsenic. — For  white  powdered  34s.  per  cwt.  has  been 
(paid  on  the  spot,  being  dearer. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Central  American  is  quoted  Is.  5d. 
;per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  in  cases  and  kegs,  and  Is.  4^c?.  in  casks. 
Filtered  Maranham  is  scarce  and  firmly  held  at  Is.  10^d. 
per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru  is  firmer  at  5s.  6d.  spot,  which  figure  has 
been  paid.  The  Hamburg  market  is  said  to  have  been 
cleared. 

Benzoin  has  been  selling  well  since  the  auctions  at  mostly 
'between  51.  and  11.  10s.  for  Sumatra.  The  three  cases  Siam 
Iree  almonds  offered  last  week  have  since  been  sold.  Twenty 
•cases  of  Palembang  in  tins  of  ordinary  quality  have  arrived, 
iiut  no  Sumatra. 

Camphor. — Very  firm.  The  small  sales  of  Japanese 
/refined  include  1-oz.  tablets  at  4s.  9(7.  and  £-oz.  at  4s.  10c?.  ; 
2^-lb.  slabs  have  been  sold  at  4s.  5d.  to  4s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  the 
spot  price  being  4s.  6d.  A  sale  of  50  cases  Chinese  crude  has 
-been  made  at  370s.,  c.i.f.,  to  arrive. 

Canary-seed  is  steady,  with  small  business  at  33s.  6c?. 
to  34s.  per  quarter,  c.i.f.  terms.  Good  Morocco  has  been 
sold  at  40s.  on  the  spot. 

Caraway-seed  is  firm  at  31s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  for  good 
•Dutch. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Quiet  at  40s.  per  cwt.  for  one-year- 
old  bark. 

Castorum. — The  annual  auction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Co. 
-was  held  in  London  on  Wednesday,  December  12,  when  the 
much  reduced  supply  of  1,527  lb.  was  offered,  compared 
with  2,588  lb.  a  year  ago.  With  keen  competition  prices  of 
all  qualities  advanced  considerably,  being  from  40  per  cent. 
■to  45  per  cent,  dearer  than  last  year.  The  following 
were  the  prices  paid  :  YF  firsts,  101s.  per  lb.  ;  first  and 
-seconds,  mouldy,  98s.  ;  seconds,  90s.  ;  thirds,  66s.  to  70s.  ; 
pickings,  50s.  to  53s.  ;  MR  firsts  and  seconds,  90s.  to  100s.  ; 
thirds,  64s.  to  70s.  Canadas,  firsts,  102s. ;  seconds,  90s. ; 
mouldy  firsts  and  seconds,  90s.  ;  thirds,  64s.  to  68s.  ; 
.pickings,  48s.  ;  NW  firsts,  106s.  ;  firsts  and  seconds, 
100s.  ;  seconds,  98s.  to  99s.  ;  thirds,  65s.  to  70s.  ; 
pickings,  48s.  to  51s.  ;  YF,  etc.,  cuttings,  etc.,  37s. 
At  Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.'s  sale  46  packages  of  Oregon 
■castorum,  weighing  about  623  lb.,  were  offered,  and 
practically  all  sold  at  higher  prices,  the  quality  on  the  whole 
'feeing  poor.  The  following  prices  were  paid  :  Firsts,  75s.  to 
.•81s.  ;  firsts  and  seconds,  51s.  to  71s.  ;  seconds,  45s.  to  55s.  ; 
thirds,  43s.  to  47s.  ;  unsorted  thirds,  38s.  ;  lean  and  damp 
,-pickings,  39s.  to  42s. ;  lean  small  pickings,  34s.  to  36s. ;  and 
-cuttings,  31s.  to  41s.  per  lb. 

Chamomiles  in  rather  better  demand  at  from  120s.  to 
Jl30s.,  the  latter  price  being    quoted  for  good  white. 


Holders,  however,  sell  very  sparingly  as  they  anticipate 
much  higher  prices  by  the  turn  of  the  year,  especially  as 
the  present  stocks  are  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the  demand 
until  the  new  crop  is  due. 

Cinnamon.— Steady  in  auction,  43  bales  Ceylon  selling 
without  reserve  at  from  lid.  to  ll^c?.  for  good  to  fine  firsts, 
and  8i>d.  for  good  thirds. 

Cloves. — At  auction  100  bales  Zanzibar  were  offered,  of 
which  20  sold  at  7^c?.  for  good,  and  four  cases  fine  Penang 
were  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  Early  in  the  week  some  1,500 
bales  Zanzibar  changed  hands  for  delivery  at  from  7-^gd. 
to  lid. ;  January-March  at  7\d.  to  7^'d. ;  March-May 
at  Tygd.  to  9j§c?.  For  arrival,  October-December  and 
November  shipments  are  dearer,  71J5c?.,  c.i.f.,  having  been 
paid,  with  buyers. 

Codeine. — The  makers  advised  an  advance  of  5c?.  per  oz. 
in  codeine  and  salts  on  Saturday  last,  and  now  quote  as 
follows  : — Codeine,  pure  cryst.,  9s.  9c?.  per  oz.  ;  pure 
precip.,  9s.  9c?.  ;  hydrochloride,  8s.  11c?.  ;  sulphate,  8s.  11c?.  ; 
and  phosphate,  8s.  lc?.  per  oz.,  net  cash  14  days.  A  re- 
duction of  3c?.  is  made  on  100-oz.  contracts  for  delivery 
over  six  months. 

Copper  Sulphate.- — A  further  10s.  to  12s.  per  ton  advance 
has  been  made  in  Liverpool,  where  spot  is  quoted  327.  to 
327.  7s.  6c?.,  and  32?.  5s.  for  forward  delivery.  The  London 
price  is  nominal  at  32?. 

Coriander-seed  is  slow  of  sale ;  and  the  quotation  for 
Morocco  is  nominal  at  15s.  per  cwt.  in  the  absence  of 
business. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firm  at  81s.  for  95  per  cent.,  83s.  to 
83s.  6c?.  for  98  per  cent.,  and  84s.  to  84s.  6c?.  for  99  per 
cent,  to  100  per  cent. 

Cumin-seed. — Our  quotation  of  last  week  was  for  Eastern 
seed  (Indian  and  Levant).  A  few  bags  of  good  quality 
Morocco  in  second-hands  could  be  bought  at  55s.,  but 
importers  are  holding  for  higher  prices. 

Dragon's-blood. — Sales  of  fine  reboiled  lump  have  been 
made  at  11?.  per  cwt.  Fine  bright  seedy  lump  is  held  for 
9?.,  ordinary  dull  lump  at  6?.,  and  fieed  at  9?. 

Ergot. — Fine  new  Russian  for  prompt  shipment  from 
Russia  is  quoted  at  Is.  3^c?.,  c.i.f.,  and  from  Hamburg 
Is.  2£c?.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked  for  old  crop. 

Fenugreek  is  quiet  at  12s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  for 
Morocco. 

Galls  are  firm  at  85s.  for  Persian  blue. 

Gambier. — Small  sales  of  good  free  cubes  have  been  made 
at  29s.  6c?.,  and  28s.  6c?.  for  blocky. 

Ginger. — At  auction  47  barrels  Jamaica  were  offered,  of 
which  a  few  sold  at  66s.  for  small  washed.  Small  and 
medium  Cochin  was  bought  in  at  53s.  to  55s.,  ordinary  rough, 
slightly  wormy  Calicut  at  30s.,  and  small  washed  rough 
Cochin  at  35s. 

Glycerin  is  a  steady  unchanged  market  with  a  fair 
demand.  Present  prices  are  likely  to  be  maintained  as 
tallow  remains  dearer. 

Gum  Arabic. — Soudan  sorts  have  been  rather  easier,  with 
small  sales  at  from  25s.  6c?.  to  27s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary 
to  fair  quality.  East  Indian  Ghatti  has  been  sold  at  higher 
prices,  including  No.  1  at  34s.  6c?.  c.i.f.  terms.  At  auction 
300  packages  Bombay  were  bought  in,  including  scented 
sorts  at  27s.  ;  19  cases  pickings  sold  at  18s.  Two  bags  dusty 
red  Australian  sold  at  95s.  6c?. 

Hydrastis  is  scarce  and  dear  at  6s.  8c?.  per  lb.  net. 

Insect  Flowers. — In  view  of  present  moderate  prices 
there  is  a  fair  demand,  dealers  anticipating  their  wants. 
Closed  Dalmatian  are  quoted  at  from  75s.  to  85s.,  "half- 
closed"  65s.  to  70s.,  and  open  flowers  52s.  to  55s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.  terms. 

Ipecacuanha. — Sales  of  "Johore"  have  been  made  at 
7s.  11c?.  per  lb.,  and  only  a  few  bales  are  now  left.  Rio 
is  held  at  from  8s.  Ic7.  to  8s.  6c?.,  Minas  at  from  7s.  9c?.  to 
7s.  11c?.,  and  Cartagena  at  7s.  6c?.  The  arrivals  this  week 
amount  to  one  package  of  Rio  only. 

Linseed  is  steady  at  48s.  6<7.  to  50s.  per  quarter  for  good 
quality. 

Menthol. — Quiet  and  inactive  speculatively.  Spot  is 
firm  at  8s.  6c?.  for  Kobayashi  with  a  small  business,  and  for 
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January-March  shipment  8s.  41,(7.  to  8s.  6(7.,  c.i.f.,  has  been 
paid  in  combination  with  oil  at  6s.  2d. 

Morphine. — As  forecasted  last  week,  the  makers  of 
morphine  salts  advanced  their  price  by  3(7.  per  oz.  on 
Saturday  and  now  quote  as  follows  : 


Morphine  acetate 

„  hydrochlor.  cryst. 
„  ,,  pulv. 

,,  me  conate  ... 
,,      pur.  cryst.  ... 

„  preeip... 
,,      sulph.  cryst. 
,,        ,,  pulv.... 
,,  tart  


100-oz. 

250-oz. 

i     tnf.i'a  ft 
V_jUIJ  l/L  til.  L 

finnan*  ff  i 

over 

over 

3  months.^ 

6  months. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5 

3 

5  2 

5  1 

5 

5 

5  4 

5  3 

5 

3 

5  2 

5  1 

6 

7 

6  54 

6  4 

6 

9 

6  7i 

6  6 

6 

7 

6  54 

6  4 

5 

5 

5  4 

5  3 

5 

3 

5  2 

5  1 

6 

7 

6  54 

64 

The  above  prices  are  per  oz.  net  cash  in  fourteen  days,  no 
falling  clause. 

Musk. — The  market  is  now  bare  of  blue-skin  Tonquin 
pod  in  first-hands.       ,  ' 

Myrrh. — Native  picked  Aden  is  quoted  57.  5s.,  good 
sorts  at  95s.,  and  sif tings  at  80s.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Aniseed,  Star. — Small  spot  sales  have  been  made 
at  5s.  7|(7.  to  5s.  8d.  per  lb.,  being  easier. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Small  sales  have  been  made  on  the  spot  at 
4s.  Id.  for  70  to  75  per  cent.  c.a. ;  4s.  8d.  for  75  to  80  per 
■cent. ;  and  4s.  9c/.  for  80  to  85  per  cent.  For  arrival  easier 
prices  have  been  accepted  recently,  3s.  10(7.,  c.i.f.,  having 
been  paid  for  70  to  75  per  cent.,  and  4s.  to  4s.  2d.,  c.i.f. 
terms,  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
December  10  that  there  has  perhaps  been  a  little  more 
interest  shown  in  the  market  for  non-congealing  cod-liver 
oil  for  prompt  delivery,  but  the  last  quotation  of  67s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.,  has  not  been  exceeded.  The  winter  fishing 
on  our  northern  coasts  began  a  month  ago,  but  for  the  past 
fortnight  it  has  been  interrupted  by  stormy  weather.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  15,730  barrels, 
against  14,178  barrels  at  the  same  date  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — The  twenty  cases  of  B.P.  oil,  con- 
taining 76  per  cent,  cineol,  offered  in  auction  last  week, 
were  sold  at  Is.  2^(7.  per  lb.,  not  Is.  2d.  as  reported. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Flat.  Sellers  of  American  H.G.H. 
ask  13s.  9(7.,  and  small  sales  have  been  made  thereat. 
Wayne  County  in  tins  is  quoted  at  from  10s.  to  lis.,  accord- 
ing to  holder  and  quality,  and  for  Japanese  dementholised 
(Kobayashi)  further  small  sales  have  been  made  at  6s.  1^(7. 
spot. 

Oils,  Fixed. — A  further  6(7.  has  been  knocked  off  the 
price  of  Ceylon  Coconut,  which  is  quoted  at  38s. ;  but  Cochin 
is  unchanged  at  43s.  spot.  Lagos  Palm  oil  is  also  unaltered 
at  last  week's  reduced  quotation  of  33s.  Both  crude  and 
refined  Cotton-seed  oils  are  easier  at  21s.  6(7.  and  24s.  to 
25s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  respectively,  llape  is  6(7.  cheaper,  at 
31s.  6(7.  for  ordinary  brown  in  barrels  and  at  33s.  3(7.  for 
British  refined  in  casks,  Jamba  being  offered  at  30s., 
and  Ravison  at  30s.  per  cwt.  Linseed  is  a  shade 
easier  on  balance  at  21s.  4^(7.  per  cwt.  for  London  pipes 
and  21s.  7J>(7.  in  barrels.  Turpentine  closes  at  from  49s.  3(7. 
to  49s.  6(7.  for  American  on  the  spot.  Petroleum  is  dull  at 
6|(7.  to  6^(7.  per  gal.  for  American  and  7^(7.  to  l^d.  for 
water  white,  Russian  being  5§(7.  to  5|(7. 

Olibanum. — At  auction  211  cases  were  bought  in,  com- 
prising palish  drop  at  40s.  to  45s.,  yellow  at  35s.,  garblings  at 
20s.,  and  sif  tings  12s.  to  15s. 

Opium  remains  firm,  in  sympathy  with  Turkey.  Good 
Smyrna  druggists'  is  quoted  10s.  to  10s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  and 
soft  shipping  seconds  at  from  lis.  9(7.  to  12s.  Persian  is 
unchanged  at  lis.  9(7.  for  fine. 

Smyrna,  November  30. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to 
200  cases,  including  76  cases  manufacturing  descriptions  for 
the  Continent.  26  cases  manufacturing  descriptions  for 
America,  and  28  cases  current  and  Karahissar  for  interior 


aneculators.  The  weather  continues  unfavourable  for  the 
speculators,    x  vwhere    stocks   are    getting    low  a 

fl'X^'l/a  vance  ma/bc  expected  before  the  year  is  out 
The  arrivals  in  Smyrnato  date  amount  to  2,957  cases,  against 

1  313  cases  at  the  same  period  last  year.   ,  . 

Smyrna,  December  1: -Large  sales  have  been  made  at 

advanced  prices,  the  transactions  amounting  to  213  cases^ 
compSg  48  cases  Karahissar  t.q.  at  the  parity  of  from 
K  to  9s.  8(7,,  160  cases  choice  Karahissar  at  £ rom 9s.  1M. 
to  10s  and  five  cases  "rejections  at  7s.  3(7.  per  id.,  c.i.i. 
European  ports.  Included  in  the  above  were  28  cases  for 
Peculators  Market  closes  very  firm,  with  buyers  While 
consumers'end  orders  with  no  price  limit  it  is  almost  certain 
that  the  present  high  quotations  will  advance  A  monthly 
review  of  the  Smyrna  opium-market  dated  November  30 
states  that  the  sali  amounted  to  588  cases  of .which  36  have 
been  taken  for  account  of  speculators  and  the  rest  tor 
America,  England,  and  the  Continent.  Prices,  owing  to  the 
We  purchases,  to  diminished  stocks,  and  to  unsuccessful 
sowings,  have  advanced  considerably  again.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  2,957  cases,  against  1,313  cases  at 
the  same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  to  3,159  cases^ 
against  1  261.    The  stock  in  first  and  second  hands  is  now 

2  454  cases,  against  3,474  cases  at  the  same  period  last  year, 
and  in  Constantinople  521,  against  762  cases. 

Pepper.— At  auction  116  bags  fair  greyish  Singapore 
were  bought  in  at  5^(7.,  and  100  bags  fair  heavy  Penang  at 
5(7  Privately,  the  spot  market  has  been  quiet  at  oj^rf.  ; 
for  arrival  moderate  quantities  for  January-March  ship- 
ment have  been  sold  at  4f(7.  to  4^(7.,  c.i.f.,  d/w.  White 
pepper  at  auction  was  lower,  120  bags  Sarawak  selling  at 
6-L(7  for  fair;  good  Singapore  was  bought  in  at  73(/. 
Privately,  fair  on  the  spot  is  quoted  61(7.,  and  for  arrival 
6^(7.,  c.i.f.,  d/w.,  has  been  paid  for  January-March 
shipment. 

Quicksilver.— Unaltered  at  77.  per  bottle  from  the 
importers  and  67.  17s.  6(7.  from  second-hand  holders. 

Quinine.— The  speculative  market  has  been  over- 
shadowed by  the  bark  auction  at  Amsterdam  to-day,  the 
result  of  which  is  announced  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  ^  The 
spot  price  of  good  German  sulphate  is  8^7.  "buyers,"  but 
there  are  very  few  sellers,  as  an  immediate  advance  is 
expected  on  the  result  of  the  bark-auction.  The  German 
makers  are  still  not  offering.  At  the  close  89(7.  was  paid  for 
spot. 

Sarsaparilla.— The  arrivals  amount  to  10  bales  grey 
Jamaica  and  3  bales  red  native.  All  descriptions,  with 
the  exception  of  Mexican,  are  scarce. 

Senega.— Although  firmer  in  the  U.S.A.,  spot  remains 
easy,  and  can  be  readily  bought  at  2s.  1(7.  net,  at  which  a 
small  business  has  been  done. 

Shellac— A  dull  market  has  prevailed  throughout,  and 
prices  are  easier  inclined,  with  small  sales  of  fair  TN  on  a 
basis  of  213s.  spot ;  the  range  of  quotations  may  be  given 
as  from  210s.  to  215s.  for  ordinary  to  fine  TN  qualities. 
Good  and  fine  marks  of  Orange  are  quoted  235s.  to  245s. 
H.  C.  Garnet  is  202s.  6(7.  spot.  Sales  in  "  futures"  have 
been  extremely  limited,  and  are  nominally  easier. 

Soda  Nitrate  is  steady  at  lis.  6(7.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary 
and  12s.  6(7.  for  refined,  Liverpool  quoting  lis.  3c7.  and  12s. 
respectively. 

Soy  is  quoted  Is.  6^(7.  to  Is.  7<7.  per  gallon,  duty  paid. 

Sulphur  is  somewhat  scarce  on  the  spot  momentarily, 
and  prices  have  been  advanced  in  Sicily.  Holders  quote 
flowers  at  67.  10s.,  and  roll  at  67.  2*.  6(7.  per  ton. 

Tragacanth. — The  better  qualities  have  been  in  good  de- 
mand during  the  past  few  days  at  between  107.  and  127.  ; 
fine  white  druggists'  is  quoted  at  from  137.  to  147.  10s. 
per  cwt. 

Turmeric. — Small  sales  of  Cochin  split  bulbs  have  been 
made  privately  at  lis,    Bengal  is  quoted  21s. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  the  small  supply  of  380  tins,  mostly 
new  crop  Seychelles  of  good  quality,  was  offered,  the  bulk 
of  which  sold  at  previous  rates  to  6(7.  advance,  brown  foxy 
and  split  being  easier.    The  prices  paid  were  as  follows  : 

Seychelles— Firsts,  fair  to  good  plump  beans,  8  to  8£  in.,  14s. 
to  14s.  6(7.  ;  8  in.,  12s.  6(7.  to  14s.  6(7.  ;  7i  to  8  in.,  Us  6(7.  to  13s. ; 
7J;  in.,  9s.  6(7.  to  10s.  6(7,;  7  to  7£  in.,  8s.  9(7.  to  12s.;  7  in., 
8s.  3(7.  to  9s.  6(7.  ;  6£  to  7  in.,  8s.  to  8s.  9(7.  ;  6^  in.,  8s.  to  8s.  3(7. ; 
6  to  6i  in.,  7s.  3(7.  to  8s.  6(7. ;  6  in.,  7s.  3(7. ;  5£  to  6  in.,  7s.  6(7, 
to  7s.  9(7.;  5^  in.,  7s.  9(7.;  5  to  5i  in.,  7s.  6(7.;  4  to  5  in., 
5s.  9(7.  to  7s.  Splits,  4s.  3(7.  to  6s.  3(7.  Brown  foxy,  4s.  3d. 
to  5s.  6(7.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Business  has  been  done  at  57s.  spot. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "Information  Wanted." 


Manufacturing  Tinctures  in  Bond. 
Sir, — I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  the  defence  of 
the  editorial  article  on  this  subject  by  "Rectifier." 
Section  69  of  the  Spirits  Act  of  1880  permits  a  rectifier  to 
"add  any  sweetening  or  colouring  matter  or  any  other 
ingredient  to  any  spirits  "  deposited  by  him  in  a  bonded 
warehouse,  but  the  section  states  that  this  addition  must 
be  in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  regulations.  In  main- 
taining that  this  clause  sanctioned  the  use  of  tincture- 
ingredients  rightly  or  wrongly,  you,  Mr.  Editor,  grasped 
the  hot  iron  and  struck  it  clearly  and  decisively,  but 
"  Rectifier  "  handles  it  very  gingerly  with  his  "if  so  "  and 
"it  would  appear."  The  "authorities"  quoted  by  me 
included  not  only  the  two  Revenue  Boards,  but  the  Treasury, 
with  its  chief,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  No  regu- 
lations for  adding  drugs  to  spirits  in  bond  are  prescribed 
by  them,  and  the  Legislature  often  empowers  them  to  make 
regulations  which  have  the  force  of  law.  The  latest 
example  of  this  is  seen  in  the  Revenue  Act  of  1906,  touching 
the  retailing  of  methylated  spirits.  The  colouring-matter 
referred  to  in  the  above-quoted  section  is  caramel  or  any 
substance  allied  to  sweetening-matter,  but  no  colouring 
extractive  matter  likely  to  flavour  or  change  the  character 
of  spirit  is  permitted.  The  compounding  of  potable  spirits 
in  bond  is  not  allowed.  Were  the  practice  permitted,  a 
distiller  would  be.  in  a  position  to  dispense  with  the  ser- 
vices of  the  licensed  rectifier  altogether  and  manufacture, 
without  a  licence,  all  his  tinctures,  essences,  liqueurs,  cor- 
dials, and  compounds  in  bond.  The  law  has  never  contem- 
plated manufacture  in  bond  of  potable-spirit  compounds, 
probably  on  the  ground  that  it  would  conflict  with  the 
interests  of  licensed  rectifiers,  unnecessarily  increase  ad- 
ministrative expense,  introduce  confusion  in  accounts,  and 
possibly  lead  to  errors  and  frauds. 

"Rectifier"  charges  me  with  inaccuracy  when  I  said 
that  "  there  is  neither  law  nor  regulation  which  permits 
the  manufacture  of  tinctures  in  bond  or  addition  of  any 
ingredient  in  the  preparation  of  medicinal  spirits  or  flavour- 
ing-essences, the  authorities  having  drawn  the  line  at  '  per- 
fumed spirits.'  "  As  a  refutation  of  this  statement,  I  am 
triumphantly  referred  to  the  manufacture  of  perfumed 
spirits  in  bond  !  A  "  tincture  "  is  not  a  "  perfumed  spirit." 
Even  in  the  so-called  manufacture  of  perfumed  spirits  in 
warehouse  only  the  perfume  itself  is  allowed  to  be  added 
to  or  extracted  by  the  spirit.  The  preparation  of  that 
perfume  must  be  made  outside  bond.  If  the  statement  of 
"Rectifier"  that  the  manufacture  of  tinctures  is  on  all- 
fours  with  the  production  of  medicinal  spirits  be  true,  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  in  sanctioning  the  perfuming 
of  spirits  in  bond  the  Revenue  Boards  have  acted  illegally. 
I  candidly  admit  I  do  not  know  under  what  authority  the 
Treasury  have  sanctioned  this  perfuming  of  spirits  in  bond. 
Under  Section  95  of  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act  large 
powers  are  given  to  permit  "alterations  and  repairs"  in 
bond,  and  if  the  perfuming  of  spirits  rest  upon  the  inter- 
pretation of  this  particular  clause  in  the  Act,  then  it  would 
follow  that  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  have  power  to 
permit  any  operation  in  bond.    But  this  I  doubt.  The 


operations  on  goods  are  prescribed  therein.  The  authori- 
ties may  have  stretched  a  point  by  a  liberal  interpretation 
of  the  permissive  powers  granted  them,  and,  if  so,  they 
have  certainly  drawn  the  line  at  compounding  potable 
spirits  in  bond.  In  my  letter  I  enumerated  the  operations 
allowed  on  spirits.  They  include  vatting,  blending,  rack- 
ing, bottling,  reducing,  methylating,  mixing,  filling,  per- 
fuming, fining,  filtering,  sweetening,  colouring.  Fruit 
juice,  wine,  drugs,  flavouring-essences,  or  any  other  non- 
prescribed  ingredient  cannot  be  added  to  spirits.  "Evi- 
dently," retorts  "Rectifier,"  "the  fortifying  of  wine  and 
lemon- juice  in  bond  and  the  addition  of  spirits  to  British 
sweets  and  foreign  wines  have  not  been  heard  of  by  me." 
Yes,  they  have,  and  were  not  overlooked  when  I  wrote  that 
sentence.  The  eagerness  of  "Rectifier"  to  put  me  right 
has  resulted  in  his  confusing  operations  on  wines  and  juice 
with  those  on  spirits. 

Though  I  am  branded  as  one  who  takes  a  somewhat 
narrow  reading  of  the  law  and  regulations  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  the  broadmindedness  of  the  authorities,  I  still  main- 
tain that  the  object  of  these  very  officials,  whom 
"Rectifier"  extols,  is  to  restrict  the  growth  of  "excres- 
cences " — i.e.,  unnecessary  operations  in  bond,  such  as,  for 
example,  making  of  tinctures,  flavouring-essences,  and  com- 
pounds. The  production  and  exportation  of  tinctures  have 
been  facilitated  by  these  officials,  but  not  in  bond.  The 
export  trade  of  British  manufactured  tobacco  has  been 
facilitated  by  the  same  officials,  but  not  by  bended  ware- 
house regulations.  Influences  and  political  pressure  in 
times  past  have  no  doubt  led  to  an  extension  of  these 
excrescences — such,  for  example,  as  the  bottlingof  spirits  for 
home  consumption.  The  same  causes  may  lead  to  the 
growth  of  other  excrescences  in  the  future.  Nevertheless, 
the  principle  of  ruling  out  of  bond  operations  which.,  can 
conveniently  be  done  on  the  licensed  premises  is  the  fairest 
all  round,  especially  to  those  traders  who  have  neither  the 
opportunity  nor  the  means  to  work  in  bond.  As  a  rule, 
bonded  warehouses  are  not  the  healthiest  places  for  opera- 
tions, and  those  manufacturers  who  use  them  do  so  for  the 
fiscal  advantages  gained  over  their  competitors  who  work 
on  the  duty-paid  article,  pay  licence-duty,  and  have  to 
submit  to  restrictions  that  at  times  hinder  business  and 
entail  worry  and  loss.  Rather  would  I  prefer  the  3-per- 
cent, waste  allowance  to  be  increased  all  round,  and,  in 
addition,  a  2-per-cent.  allowance  granted  cn  all  spirits 
bottled  out  of  bond  and  exported,  than  to  see  any  extension 
of  operations  occurring  in  a  bonded  ^warehouse. 

Yours  truly, 

Tinctures. 

The  Great  Unqualified. 
Sir, — I  was  glad  to  read  your  article  last  week ;  it  forces 
the  trade  to  admit  that  such  men  exist  (they  seem  likely  to 
compel  the  concessions  they  deserve).  I  never  could  agree 
with  the  conceited  attitude  of  the  ordinary  qualified 
towards  the  unqualified.  What  a  narrow  margin  often 
divides  the  best  of  us  !  The  new  President  has  a  finer 
chance  than  Jacob  Bell  to  bring  all  these  unqualified  into 
the  Society,  to  remodel  the  exams,  (necessity  will  compel 
him  to  do  something),  and  place  the  drug-trade  on  a  sound 
business  footing.  The  Privy  Council  would  not  have 
objected  had  we  asked  to  do  so  ten  years  ago,  but  we  waited 
— hoping,  and  dining  the  doctors  to  see  if  they  would  give 
up  dispensing — but  they  won't.  Why  wait  longer  ? 
r  Ishjiael.  (237/31.) 

StB, — As  one  of  the  great  unregistered,  and  also  a 
member  of  the  Drug-stores  Association,  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  with  reference  to  your  remarks  in  last  week's 
issue  of  the  C.  <6  D.  In  the  first' place,  why  do  registered 
chemists  object  to  their  weaker  brethren  putting  their  house 
in  order  ?  Do  they  wish  to  continue  indefinitely  the  treat- 
ment of  scorn  and  contumely  which  they  have  meted  out  to- 
all  and  sundry  who  do  not  possess  the  Minor  certificate? 
If  so,  they  are  very  much  mistaken.  It  would  be  very 
interesting  also,  and  incidentally  useful  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  if  you  would  direct  their  attention  to  one  only 
of  these  "chemists'  shops,"  instead  of  generalising,  which 
is  mostly  meaningless,  and  as  to  "  the  trade  not  having  quite 
realised  the  significance  of  the  fact,"  the  trade  must  have 
suffered  materially  from  the  supposed  beneficial  effects  of 
their  Minor  training  and  borrowed  Major  plumes  (L.S.D. 
Minor's)  if  that  is.the  case.    Why,  I  myself  have  been  one 
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of  the  "great  unregistered"  for  quite  twenty  years, 
although  a  former  student  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
As  te  the  "  conditions  favouring  the  growth  of  the  Drug- 
stores Association,"  I  should  say,  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
•Society's  edification,  that  the  cause  of  the  increasing  number 
of  unregistered  men  is  : 

1.  An  entire  incompatibility  between  the  trade  itself  and 
the  examinations,  except  for  a  favoured  few. 

2.  Want  of  time  and  money  to  enable  young  men  to  study 
conscientiously,  without  cramming. 

3.  Generally  speaking,  an  entire  absence  of  ultimate 
reward,  commensurate  with  the  labour,  self-denial,  etc., 
required  to  be  successful  at  Bloomsbury. 

With  respect  to  a  "  devolution  of  the  trade  having  taken 
place,"  this  is  absolutely  true  both  in  fact  and  figures,  which 
the  registered  chemists  will  find  out  some  day — the  sooner 
the  better  for  all  of  us,  both  registered  and  unregistered. 
I  do  not  like  the  words  "qualified"  and  "unqualified," 
which  are  often  as  not  untrue  and  insulting,  and  which  in 
many  instances  should  be  reversed.  If  our  masters  thought 
us  sufficiently  qualified  to  leave  us  in  sole  charge  for  weeks 
together,  how  is  it  when  "  on  our  own  "  we  become  unquali- 
fied ?  The  whole  thing  is  a  contradiction  and  immoral,  and 
should  therefore  be  illegal.  What  do  the  registered  men 
expect  the  unsuccessful  students  to  devolute  to?  They 
have,  with  but  few  exceptions,  devoted  the  best  years  of 
their  life  to  the  trade,  and  what  then  are  they  to  do  ?  It  is 
too  late  to  go  to  anything  else  in  many  cases,  and  conse- 
quently they  bow  to  the  inevitable,  and  help  to  swell  the 
ranks  of  the  "great  unregistered."  At  the  same  time,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  for  those  who  have  passed  the  Minor,  as 
they  have  evidently  evoluted  to  a  superfluity,  as  their 
services  are  far  and  away  in  excess  of  any  demand  for  them. 
Candidly,  I  think  registered  chemists  should  alone  have  the 
handling  of  all  physicians'  prescriptions,  poisonous  or  other- 
wise, when  they  get  any  to  handle,  and  the  unregistered, 
who  have  served  a  bond-fide  apprenticeship,  should  have 
the  rest,  when  there  is  any,  complying  with  all  necessary 
conditions  for  the  safety  of  the  public.  As  to  the  "  Phar- 
maceutical Society  Council  asserting  their  statutory  powers 
or  authority  more  boldly  than  they  have  been  doing,"  all  I 
have  to  say  is  that  the  Council  have  my  sincerest  sympathy, 
as  it  is  really  pitiful  to  witness  how  their  indefatigable  agents 
beseech  one  for  a  pennyworth  of  all  fours,  or  they  will  take 
^  oz.  of  paregoric,  2  oz.  of  oxalic  acid,  or  anything  at  all 
in  that  way,  for  the  "  safety  of  the  public,"  even  carbolic  acid 
will  do,  just  to  make  a  rather  less  supply  for  the  would-be 
suicide  to  get  at.  Yours  very  truly, 

Unregistered.  (236/34.) 

Graduated  Spatula  (237/5)  also  writes  facetiously  on  this 
subject. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Title. 
Sir,— I  notice  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  December  8,  that  the 
.Society  of  Apothecaries  are  promoting  a  Bill  to  secure  to 
their  licentiates  a  title  more  in  accord  with  the  work  they 
have  to  do,  and  to  which  they  are  certainly  entitled,  con- 
sidering the  training  they  have  undergone.  It  is  proposed 
to  call  them  licentiates  in  medicine  and  surgery,  so  that 
the  public  may  see  they  are  not  merely  apothecaries,  but 
duly  qualified  physicians  and  surgeons.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  present  is  an  opportune  time  for  the  assistant  licentiates 
to  endeavour  to  secure  a  more  adequate  title  for  themselves, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Association  of  Certificated 
Dispensers,  Apothecaries'  Hall.  London,  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain the  title  of  apothecary  and  licentiate  for  the  assistant 
licentiates,  and,  further,  in  any  future  Pharmacy  Bill  to  try 
and  secure  that  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  qualification  is  a 
sufficient  one  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  In  this  way  the  action 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  raising  the  standard  of 
qualification  for  the  retail  trader  would  be  neutralised,  and 
the  proprietor  of  every  drug-store  would  be  enabled  to 
obtain  a  qualification  without  the  great  strain  that  is  placed 
on  anyone  attempting  to  qualify  as  a  chemist  and  druggist. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Assistant  L.S.A.  (235/50.) 
Physiologically  Standardised  Ergot. 
Sir, — I  notice  in  the  report  of  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion meeting  at  Toronto,  published  in  the  "  British  Medical 
Journal,"  a  paper  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Dixon,  of  Cambridge,  on 
"Drug  Fallacies."  In  this  he  stated  that  "the  effect  of 
ergot  on  the  cock's  comb  is  not  brought  about,  we  believe, 


by  vaso-constriction  and  is  of  an  entirely  different  nature  to 
its  action  on  the  mammalian  blood-pressure.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  necessarily  a  criterion  of  useful  activity  in  the  drug." 
Thispoint  is  of  importance  to  the  retail  trade,  because  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  persistently  advertised  that  their 
ergot  preparations  are  physiologically  standardised  by  this 
means.  It  will  be  interesting  to  know  whether  they  intend 
to  abandon  the  cock's-comb  test,  which  Dr.  Dixon  condemns 
as  worthless,  and  use  in  its  place  what  is  apparently  the  only 
reliable  test — the  observation  of  mammalian  blood-pressure. 
It  shows  that  statements  as  to  the  value  of  physiologically 
standardised  drugs  ought  to  be  accepted  with  great  caution 
until  the  matter  has  been  more  thoroughly  investigated. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Pharmacist.  (236/59.) 

Extemporised  Feeding-bottles. 
An  ordinary  Schweppe's  soda-water  bottle  makes  as 
good  a  feeding-bottle  as  the  most  expensive  kind.  A 
big  teat  to  fit  it,  which  will  turn  inside  out,  so  that  it  can 
be  thoroughly  washed,  can  be  bought  for  fourpence.  This 
kind  of  bottle  is  easily  kept  clean,  and  will  never  give  rise 
to  diarrhoea. — Florence    Stacpoole   in    "Home  Chat," 
December  8,  1906. 
Sir, — The  above  cutting  gives  advice  which,  if  acted 
upon,  may  lead  to  trouble.    I  think  Messrs.  Schweppe  or 
any  other  mineral-water  manufacturer  would  have  some- 
thing to  say  on  the  matter.    If  I  were  in  the  position  of 
Messrs.  Schweppe  I  should  feel  inclined  to  write  to  this 
good  lady  and  tell  her  that,  however  good  were  her  inten- 
tions, she  was  distinctly  inciting  to  a  breach  of  the  law  and 
to  a  dishonest  act. 

The  public  should  understand  that  in  purchasing  mineral 
waters  they  do  not  buy  the  bottle.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  cost  of  bottles  is,  perhaps,  the  most  expensive  item  in 
an  aerated-water  manufacturer's  business.  The  bottle  is 
much  more  valuable  than  the  water  it  contains.  Any 
chemist  fitting  a  teat  on  one  of  these  bottles  would  be 
certainly  aiding  and  abetting.  It  may  seem  a  small 
matter,  but  the  loss  on  bottles  may  mean  to  any  maker  the 
difference  between  a  profitable  and  an  unprofitable  business. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Sutton  Coldfield.  Wm.  Bousfield. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "C.  &  D.  Diary,  1906,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Manager  (226/25). — If  it  is  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
old  Preliminary  examination  that  you  refer  to.  we  may  state 
that  it  it  not  accepted  even  pro  tanto  for  registration  as  a 
medical  student;  nor  do  any  of  the  qualifying  bodies  accept 
it. 

Alpha  (226/28). — You  will  see  from  the  epitome  of  the  Fer- 
tilisers and  Feeding-stuffs  Act  on  p.  227  of  the  C.  <£•  D.  Diary, 
1907,  that  quantity  is  not  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
terms  of  the  Act  will  apply  on  and  after  January  1,  1907,  to 
6(7.  tins  as  well  as  to  cartloads  of  the  fertilisers  and  foods 
described.  No  doubt  the  makers  or  others  who  supply  retail 
vendors  of  such  articles  will  furnish  invoices  describing  tho 
goods. 

Poor  Chemist  (233/18). — Read  the  notes  on  assistants  in  tho 
C.  <£  D .  Diary  1907,  p.  228.  We  cannot  undertake  to  decide 
whether  your  assistant  was  shamming  illness  or  not;  nor  can 
we  express  an  opinion  on  an  engagement  of  which  the  terms 
are  not  submitted. 

Xero  (236/19)  asks:  Is  it  illegal  under  the  new  Act  for  the 
prevention  of  corruption  to  present  a  doctor  with  a  box 
of  cigars  or  other  gift  at  Christmas  time?  [The  Act  comes 
into  force  on  Januarv  1,  1907,  and  applies  only  to  gifts  or 
considerations  corruptly  given  to  or  accepted  by  agents  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1907,  p.  229.  A 
doctor  is  not  an  agent  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.] 

N.  M.  (31/23). — The  legality  of  the  issue  of  printed  matter 
respecting  quinine  pessaries  to  private  individuals  depends 
entirely  upon  their  nature.  See  the  paragraph  on  p.  227  of 
our  1907  Diary. 

Omega  (234/60). — You  should  read  the  Medicine  Stamp- 
duty  article  in  the  new  Diary.  The  following  are  replies  to  your 
points:  (1)  It  is  the  manner  of  using  registered  trade-marks 
with  medicines  which  determines  liability  to  stamp-duty.  If, 
for  instance,  you  use,  say,  a  lion's  head  or  the  word  "  Omega  " 
on  all  the  goods  you  sell,  including  a  mixture  and  a  pill  (but 
no  other  medicines),  liability  would  not  by  such  use  be  in- 
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curred ;  but  if  the  mark  were  used  for  the  mixture  and  pill 
only  and  it  was  said  that  this  mark  was  the  proof  of  their  origin 
the  medicines  would  be  liable  to  duty  and  beyond  Exemption  3. 
(2)  You  tell  us  that  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue, 
dated  December  1,  1906  (26333  S,  1906),  says : 

Blaad's  pills  are  regarded  as  falling'  within  the  exemption  from 
Medicine  Stamp-duty  in  favour  of  "  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  "  remedies,  provided  that  they  are  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  a  recognised  published  formula  and  that  the  source  of 
the  formula  is  specified  on  the  label.  It  must  be  understood, 
however,  that  the  exemption  in  question  only  applies  to  cases 
where  the  preparation  is  sold  by  a  qualified  chemist  or  druggist. 

The  statement  about  the  disclosure  on  the  label  being  neces- 
sary is  at  variance  with  the  Board's  express  statement  to  the 
contrary  in  a  letter  addressed  to  us  on  August  11,  1904,  in 
which  they  said  "  the  only  exceptions  to  the  rule  are  Gregory's 
powder  and  Blaud's  pills."  Afterwards  they  added,  on 
evidence  which  we  submitted,  four  other  preparations,  pro- 
nouncing them  free  from  liability,  which  is  quite  a  different 
thing  from  exemption.  We  suspect  that  your  letter  is  a 
clerk's  error.  (3)  "  Whooping  mixture  "  we  would  regard  as 
a  dutiable  title.  Although  the  word  "  cough  "  is  not  men- 
tioned, it  is  an  obvious  holding-out  of  a  medicine  for  the 
ailment  characterised  by  a  "  whoop." 

W.  C.  M.  (228/41).— Wine  licences,  see  C.  <t  D.  Diary, 
1907,  p.  269;  Licence  duties,  p.  265.  The  cost  of  a  spirit 
licence  varies  according  to  the  rental  of  the  premises. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

I  We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Velox  (215/74).— Yellow  Poisonous  Sheep-dip.— Your 
sample  has  approximately  this  composition  : 

Arsenic  sulphide  (orpiment)  ...    2^  lb. 

Flowers  of  sulphur    2  lb. 

Caustic  soda    ^  lb. 

This  quantity  is  used  for  100  gals,  of  sheep-dip,  the  powder 
being  boiled  up  with  part  of  the  water. 

B.  H.  dj  Co.  (213/16).—  Toilet-cream.— We  make  this  out  to 
be  compounded  from  creme  d'amandes,  there  being  also 
glycerin  present.  The  following  arc  suitable  quantities  with 
which  to  experiment : 

Creme  d'amandes  8  oz. 

Glycerin    £  oz. 

Lavender-water    1  oz. 

Rose-water   2  oz. 

Geranium  oil    1  dr. 

The  lavender-water  and  rose-water  to  be  added  last  in  very 
small  quantities  at  a  time. 

Kalium  (224/8).— Sheep-dip  Paste.— The  paste  you  send  is 
made  from  a  similar  formula  to  the  following: 

Creosote  or  dead  oil    224  lb. 

Tallow   112  lb. 

Coconut  oil   22^  lb. 

Caustic-soda  lye  (sp.  gr.  1.34)  ...  112  lb. 

Black  rosin  45  lb. 

On  a  small  scale  this  can  be  imitated  by  mixing  dead  oil 
with  soft  and  hard  soap,  but  without  rosin  it  is  difficult  to 
make  the  paste  as  firm  as  your  sample. 

E.  H.  Ii.  (227/50).— Hayes's  Asthma-remedies.— There  are 
four  chief  remedies  for  asthma  sent  out  by  the  Hayes  In- 
stitute, those  you  send  being  (1)  a  mixture  of  potassio-tartrate 
of  iron,  with  a  vegetable  tincture,  probably  senna;  (2)  a  mix- 
ture containing  potassium  iodide ;  (3)  cp.psulcs  of  cinchonidino 
su  phate.  The  other  important  mixture  contains  syrup  of 
calcium  iodide. 

_  TV.  X.  (220/62).— (1)  Carbolic  Tooth-powder.— The  follow- 
ing formula  was  devised  to  yield  a  powder  like  your  sample. 
Ihis  class  of  dentifrice  does  not  involve  the  use  of  calcium 
carbonate,  the  basis  being  a  natural  earth,  with  which  the 
carbolic  acid  does  not  form  a  chemical  compound.  Kiesel- 
guhr  by  itself  is  generally  too  light  for  use  in  a  tooth-powder; 
that  is  why  the  density  of  the  powder  is  increased  by  adding 
kaolin :  ° 

Kaolin    3xij. 

Kieselguhr    ^iv. 

Carbolic  acid   '3vj. 

Powdered  quillaia  extract   5ij. 

Eosin      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  iv. 

Oil  of  rose-geranium   nixx. 

Oil  of  lavender         ...    mxv. 

The  eosin  must  be  first  dissolved  in  a  little  water  and  triturated 
with  part  of  the  kaolin,  the  perfume  and  carbolic  acid  being 
also  mixed  with  separate  portions  of  the  basis  before  mixing 
and  sifting.    (2)  The  Hair-curling  Powder  did  not  reach  us. 


Hypo.  (218/52).— Beetle-powder.— The  following  is  similar 
in  composition  to  the  sample  you  send : 

Borax  ...       ...       ...       ...    8  oz. 

Bath-brick   8  oz. 

Powdered  sugar   ...    1  oz. 

Mix.  To  use  the  powder  it  is  sprinkled  in  the  haunts  of 
the  insects. 

Occasionally  powders  of  this  class  contain  unslaked  lime  an<3 
starch  or  flour,  and  we  should  be  inclined  to  think  the  lime- 
would  be  a  better  basis  to  use  than  the  bath-brick,  but  such  a 
powder  would  not  keep  well. 

Omega  (215/25). — The  experiment  has  resulted  in  your 
making  one  of  the  many  aniline  violet  dyes.  Perk  in' s  violet 
was  made  by  the  oxidation  of  aniline  (containing  toiuidine)  in- 
acid  solution,  and  although  he  used  chromic  acid  you  have 
reached  perhaps  the  same  goal  by  another  route.  If  you  wish, 
to  follow  up  the  matter  you  should  consult  Schultze  &  Julius's 
"  Systematic  Survey  of  the  Organic  Colouring-matters  "  (Mac- 
millan),  which  contains  in  abbreviated  form  the  various- 
methods  of  making  several  hundred  different  aniline  dyes. 
There  are  other  more  elaborate  treatises,  the  titles  of  which  we 
shall  be  glad  to  give  you  if  the  information  will  be  of  any  use. 

J.  G.  M.  (4/06). — The  gelatinisation  of  your  cough-mixture- 
is  due  to  bacillary  action,  the  micro-organisms  probably 
occurring  in  the  infusion  of  senega  or  ipecacuanha  wine,  ana> 
the  sugar  is  good  feeding  material.  The  only  way  to  prevent 
the  change  is  to  sterilise  the  ingredients  (except  the  spirit 
and  chloroform-water)  by  boiling  for  five  minutes,  and  add- 
these  when  it  becomes  cold. 

/.  E.  0.  (228/22). — Liq.  Sulphur.— By  this  you  mean  the 
preparation  (liq.  calc.  sulph.  arat.)  made  by  boiling  16j  oz.  of 
slaked  lime  and  25  oz.  of  sulphur  in  a  gallon  of  water  to  100  oz. 
The  writing  with  Iodine  Evanescent  Ink  is  not  supposed  to- 
disappear  in  a  few  days,  but  in  course  of  time.  With  a  pure 
rag-paper  the  marking  is  more  evanescent  than  with  some  of 
the  cheap  pulp-papers. 

A.  II.  (235/8). — Removing  Enamelled  Letters  from 
Window. — The  putty-knife  is  the  most  generally  employed 
for  this  purpose,  but,  as  you  indicate,  injury  to  the  letters  is- 
likely  to  result.  The  chemical  methods  which  are  sometimes 
tried  are  not  uniformly  successful.  They  are  based  on  the 
principle  of  softening  the  cement  that  has  been  employed  for 
fastening  the  letters  on  the  glass.  The  cement  is  either  white- 
lead  and  dammar  varnish  or,  less  frequently,  calomel  and 
glycerin,  while  the  softening  agents  that  are  tried  are  methy- 
lated spirit,  paraffin,  and  glycerin. 

B.  H.  (234/70).— (1)  Bromfton  Cough-mixture.— The 
following  recipe  is  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  : 

Ac.  hydrocyanic,  dil.    3ss. 

Liq.  morph.  hydrochlor   3iss. 

Syr.  tolutan   3j\ 

Inf.  rosse  ad   }^vj. 

Misce.  Dosi :  Jss.  in  a  wineglassful  of  water  three  or  four 
times  a  day. 

(2)  Indiarubber  Solution  for  sticking  scams  of  waterproof 
garments. — This  is  the  rubber  solution  for  which  a  formula 
was  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  October  13,  p.  592. 

L.  T.  A.  P.  (India). — Instruction  in  Optics. — In  the  issue  of 
the  C.  &  D.  which  is  current  at  the  time  of  writing  (Decem- 
ber 8)  there  are  two  advertisers  who  offer'  the  instruction  you 
require. 

Business  Cbanoes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements  } 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  M.  E.  Murray  will  shortly  open  a  pharmacy  at  Ben 
Rhydding,  near  Ilkley,  Yorks. 

Mr.  John  Stanley,  chemist  and  druggist,  Uttoxeter,  is 
retiring  from  business. 

The  Western  Drug-stores,  Ltd.,  have  started  business 
at  23  The  Broadway,  Southall. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Sawyer,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  R.  P.  Critten,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
100  High  Street,  Southwold. 

Mr.  H.  Katzner  has  opened  the  premises  recently  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  E.  G.  Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
165  Blackstock  Road,  Finsbury  Park,  London,  N. 

Mr.  J.  Austin  Bayes,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  now 
sole  proprietor  of  the  business  at  Fenny  Stratford,  Bucks, 
formerly  carried  on  under  the  title  of  Horton  &  Bayes. 
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WALL  DTUg-fixture. — Second-hand  12-ft.  run  of  mahogany-fronted 
drug-drawers,  glass  labels  and  knobs,  plate-glass  mirror 
poison  cupboard,  lockers,  shelves,  and  pilasters ;  excellent  condition  ; 
price  £1010s.;  12-ft.  mahogany-top  counter,  with  panelled  basswood 
front,  £4  4s.  ;  6-ft.  mahogany  wall-case,  8  ft.  6  in.  high,  £7  10s. ;  5-ft. 
mahogany  best  plate-glass  oounter-case,  mahogany  display  and 
serving  shelves,  and  velvet  trays,  90s.  ;  mahogany  plate-glass  per- 
fumery case,  plate  mirror  back,  and  mahogany  writing  desk,  55s. 
Philip  Josephs  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  93  Old  Street,  Goswel'l  Road,  London,  E.C. 


.    ALL  UNREGISTERED  DRUGGISTS  AND  DRUG  STORE  PRO- 

prietors  and  others  who  claim  the  Revenue  exemption  should  com- 
municate immediately  (in  their  own  interests)  with  the  Liverpool 
Battalion  in  Embryo,  under  your  old  Parliamentary  Secretary ; 
send  in  thousands  for  my  pamphlet,  6  pages,  an  exposition  of  the 
true  position  incidental  to  your  interests  and  my  generalship  versus 
raw  recruits  and  fog-horns;  thanks  for  encouraging  letters:  replies 
in  due  course.  Leggett's  Drug  Stores,  Liverpool,  is  sufficient 
address ;  follow  the  General  in  1907. 


A GOOD  GIFT. — A  nice  New  Tear's  or  Birthday  present  for  a 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  or  apprentice  or  assistant  to  one,  is  a 
oopy  of  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  or  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
bound  in  half-morocco.  The  first-named,  thus  bound,  is  8s.  bd.,  and 
the  second  12s.  bd.  (with  bd.  extra  for  postage),  both  being  obtained 
from  The  Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


200  CHEMISTS  FIND 

Great  increase  in  their  sale  of  TOOTH-BRUSHES  since  they 
purchased  SLACK'S  COMBINED  PATENT  SHOWCARD 
AND  STAND.  Shows  at  a  glance  price  of  brushes  shown.  All 
Sundry  houses  will  obtain  Sangrers',  Quilliams", stock  at  z/-  net,  or 
I  send  one  2/3,  two  4/4  post  free. 

%JVVl&Mfid> CcUbfl      WEST  BROMWICH. 


Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

term:  s. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  name  and  address.    One  pe7iny  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 

No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

"PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL "  posted  every  Saturday  for 
"  Chemist  and  Druggist."  Llewellyn,  Chemist,  Ogmore  Vale, 
Glam. 

CLEARANCE. — Books,  aeronautics,  botany,  chemistry,  electricity, 
microscopy,  optics,  photograph}',  pharmacy,  etc. ;  air-pump 
wanted.   "  Chemist,"  14  Orchard  Road,  Kingston,  Surrey. 

ELEVEN  movable  atlases  of  the  human  body,  by  Professor 
Witkowski,  M.D.,  text  and  translation  by  English  physicians ; 
cost  7s.  bd.  each;  will  take  3s.  per  atlas,  or  30s.  the  lot;  grand 
condition.   Sleigh,  Chemist,  Willenhall. 

OFERS. — "Squire's,"  "  Pharmacopedia,"  "B.P.,"  Ince's  "Latin," 
"  P.J.  Formulary,"  "  Green  "  (vol.  i.),  Abney's  "  Photography," 
"  Perkin  and  Kipping"  (2  vols.),  "Jago"  (advd.),  Draper's 
"Heat,"  Muter's  "Analytical,"  "Modern  Mioroscopy  "  (Cross 
and  Cole),  Southall's  "  Mat.  Mediea,"  "  Quantitative  Analysis  " 
(Clowes  and  Coleman),  Newth's  "  Inorganic,"  "  Diet  and  Food  " 
(Haig),  all  as  new,  also  "  Attfield,  1898,"  "  Jago,"  in  good  condi- 
tion.   Brown-  &  Piddock,  Bearwood,  Birmingham. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

28  lb.  Chromium  oxide  green;  what  offers?  "  S.  B.,"  44  Drayton 
Road,  King's  Heath,  Birmingham. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

BUTCHER'S  84s.,  1905  "  Midg  "  camera,  excellent  condition,  very 
little  used,  also  solid  leather  case  for  same ;  57s.  all.  Sleigh, 
Chemist,  Willenhall. 

OVERSTOCKED. — Kodak  Cameras,  one  No.  1  F.P.  Kodak,  one  No.  2 
ditto,  one  No.  3  ditto,  one  No.  3  (A)  ditto,  one  No.  3  Folding 
Brownie ;  new  in  April  last ;  what  offers  ?  Hake,  Chemist,  Birk- 
dale,  Lanes. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

SAND'S  liver-seeds,  4s.  per  doz.,  post  free;  Peace  pillows,  unopened, 
half  face  value ;  1  doz.  Brand's  essence  of  beef,  lis.  bd.  Miller, 
389  High  Street,  Cheltenham. 

11  "  GLAZEIT  "  at  bd.;  2  Schering's  Urotropin,  1  oz.  at  Is.  bd., 
2  Is.  Kissingen  Varalettes  at  bd.  ■  2  Is.  Vichy  Varalettes  at  bd. ; 
1  2s.  9d.  Rosinwecd  tar-mixture  at  Is.;  1  2s.  9d.  Atkinson's  pre- 
servative at  Is. ;  what  offers  for  100  dozen  Id.  packed  herbs?  list 
sent  on  application.   Sleigh,  Chemist,  Willenhall. 

SHARES. 

SHARES  for  sale.   See  p.  60. 

SHARES. — What  offers  ?  20  £5  shares  Bleasdale,  Ltd. ;  25  £1  shares 
Kaputine,  Ltd.    Broadhead,  Chemist,  Batley. 


SHOP  FITTINGS. 

O'BRIEN'S  Cash  Till,  with  coin  exhibiter ;  good  working  order; 
list  price  £5  5s. ;  will  take  £3,  carriage  forward.  Stilino, 
Newton  Abbot. 

COUNTER-CASE,  mahogany,  30  in.  by  1Q  in.  by  8  in. ;  ditto  flat 
tooth-brush  case,  20  divisions,  40  in.  by  18  in.  by  6  in. ;  Swan-neck 
carboys,  46  in.  high,  as  Maw's;  what  offers,  cash  or  saleable 
patents?    Sampson,  Bath. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

HOMOEOPATHIC  remedies  by  Leath  &  Ross,  about  100  311.  tinctures, 
13  |-oz.  ditto,  65  ^ij.  pilules,  as  new;  also,  outside  lamp;  what 
offers?  Rudall's,  Cash  Drug-stores,  Devonport. 

HOME-MADE  mushroom  ketchup ;  warranted  the  pure  juice  of 
freshly  salted  mushrooms ;  a  few  gallons  for  disposal ;  price  4s. 
per  gal.,  sample  id.   Batley,  Chemist,  Uppingham. 

COMPLETE  set  volumetric  chemicals  and  apparatus  for  sale,  not 
unpacked;  65  8-oz.  stoppered  bottles,  never  been  opened;  cost 
£4 ;  sell  £1  15s.  Hughes,  27  Jeffrys  Road,  Clapham. 

1  8-GUINEA  Optimus  microscope,  mechanical  stage,  1  and  \  in.  ob- 
jectives, 2  eye-pieces,  and"  usual  accessories,  very  little  used; 
"Modern  Physician"  (Wilson),  5  vols.,  unsoiled;  highest  offer. 
39/13,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

CANTILEVER  enlarger  condenser,  8}  in.  gallery  to  work  on,  and 
large  focussing  screen,  with  movable  glass,  good  condition,  £8, 
a  bargain  ;  overstocked,  Erasmic  soap,  3  in  box,  and  Is.  shaving 
soap ;  Damschinsky's  hair-dyes,  Is.  id.,  2s.  black,  brown,  2s. 
blonde ;  Cook's  antiseptic  soap,  3  per  cent,  biniodide ;  offers. 
"  Pharmacist,"  56  Dansom  Lane,  Hull. 


WANTED. 

WATER-BED,  in  good  condition.   40/26,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
VITADATIO,  Is.  size;  state  quantity  and  lowest  price.   W.  Furness, 

Chemist,  Accrington. 
MINOR  books,  chemists'  books,  for  cash  or  exchange.   Gower,  Eook- 

seller,  Waterloo,  Liverpool. 
"  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST,"  March  11,  1905.    May  &  Bakeb, 

Church  Road,  Battersea,  S.W. 
CANADIAN  Display  Stand,  No.  3 ;  must  be  in  good  condition. 

Williams,  Chemist,  Llanbradach. 
TWO  second-hand  tincture  presses,  4-gal.  size.    State  price  and  full 

particulars,  23/39,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
STUDENT'S  Chemical  and  Botanical  Reagents,  Apparatus,  etc. 

"M.,"  104  Dodworth  Road,  Barnsley. 
FORMULA    suiting    good    toilet    line    purchased;    good  price. 

W.  Lewis,  12  Shelden  Street,  London,  W. 
SMALL  Stone  Mill  to  grind  spices;  must  be  cheap;  send  full  parti- 
culars and  lowest  price.    Apply,  236/28,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
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Coming  igventa. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  receive!  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 


Saturday,  Deeember'l5. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League.  Match  :  Muter's  v.  Square. 
Monday,  December  17. 

'Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club.  Annual  smoker 
and  presentation  of  prizes,  at  the  Carlton  Hotel,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Dr.  Geo.  Coull  in  the  chair.  Vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  recitations,  club-swinging,  etc. 

Wednesday,  December  19. 

'Moyal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  London, 
W.,  at  8  p.m.  Exhibition  of  slides  presented  to  the  Society 
by  Mr.  James  Hilton. 

Thursday,  December  20. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  94  West 
Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9  p.m.  "  Pharmacy  Notes," 
by  Mr.  John  Lothian,  and  "  Some  Observations  on 
Parenols  as  Applied  to  B.P.  Ointments." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.   Musical  and  social  evening. 

Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association,  Constitutional  Club 
Rooms,  at  8.30  p.m.  Discussion  on  proprietary  prepara- 
tions and  compressed  drugs. 

fjhemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  London,  W., 
at  8.30  p.m.  The  following  papers  will  be  communi- 
cated :  "  A  New  Laboratory  Method  for  the  Preparation 
of  Hydrogen  Sulphide,"  by  Mr.  F.  R.  L.  Wilson;  "  The 
Reaction  of  Acids  with  Methyl  Orange,"  by  Dr.  V.  H. 
Veley.  "  Contributions  to  the  Study  of  the  Calcium  Phos- 
phates :  (1)  The  Hydrates  of  the  Calcium  Hydrogen  Ortho- 
phosphates;  (2)  The  Action  of  Ammonia  Gas  on  the 
Calcium  Hydrogen  Orthophosphates,"  by  Mr.  H.  Bassett, 
jun. 


St.  Vincent  Association. — The  annual  general  meeting 
will  be  held  at  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  on  Friday,  January  4, 
1907,  at  7.30  p.m.  Representatives  desirous  of  joining  the 
Association  should  communicate  with  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Bailey,  13  Devonshire  Square,  E.C.  . 
_  The  meeting  arranged  by  the  Western  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, London,  for  December  19,  will  not  take  place  owing  to 
the  near  approach  of  Christmas. 


College  Botes. 


Football. — An  Inter-Pharmacy  League  match  between 
teams  representing  London  College  and  Muter's  was  played 
on  December  8,  under  very  unpleasant  climatic  conditions, 
and  resulted  in  a  runaway  win  for  the  Londoners.  Neither 
aide  was  fully  represented,  for  Muter's  were  one  short  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  first  half,  and  the  Londoners  were 
playing  three  reserves.  The  game  was  soon  resolved  into  a 
series  of  goal-scoring  processions  by  the  London  forwards, 
who  piled  on  twenty-two  goals  to  Muter's  nil.  The  goal-aggre- 
gate of  the  London  College  team  is  now  fifty  goals  against 
two  in  four  matches — a  record  for  the  Inter-Pharmacy  League. 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. — The 
last  botanical  excursion  for  the  present  year  took  place  on 
Thursday,  December  6,  to  Kew  Gardens,  after  which  the 
annual  smoking-concert  was  held  in  connection  with  the 
College  Football  Club  at  the  Rose  and  Crown  Hotel,  Kew, 
An  excellent  repast  was  provided  by  the  Principal  (Mr. 
G.  S.  V.  Wills).  A  lengthy  programme  was  rendered  very 
successfully,  during  which  the  toast  to  the  College  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  O.  J.  Banlcy.  Mr.  Wills,  in  responding,  spoke 
of  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  during  the  thirty-two 
years  which  had  elapsed  since  the  first  visit  of  Westminster 
students  to  Kew.  There  had  been  an  increase  of  institutions, 
but  out  of  about  16,000  chemists  on  the  register  over  5,000 
were  Westminster  men.  Later  in  the  evening  Mr.  Wills  was 
presented  with  a  dinner  service  from  the  present  students  of 
Westminster  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Edwards  (Hon.  Treasurer  of  the 
Football  Club).  Mr.  Wills  responded  very  feelingly.  Mr. 
J.  E.  Walden  was  also  presented  with  a  silver-plated  cake- 
basket  bv  Mr.  S.  C.  Farrer  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Football 
Club).  Mr.  Walden.  in  responding,  thanked  all  the  students, 
and  said  he  had  been  connected  with  Westminster  College  for 
over  thirty  years.  The  toast  to  the  Football  Club  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Walden,  the  Captain  (Mr.  C.  J.  Golding) 
replying.  The  programme  was  contributed  to  by  Messrs. 
Walden,    Farrer,    Golding,    Healey,    Gibbon,    E.    H.  F. 


Williams,  D.  J.  Williams,  Tozer,  Fry,  Reeve.  Ashton,  and 
Vaughan.  A  very  pleasant  evening  was  concluded  bv  the 
singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  and  the  National  Anthem. 


WHERE   TO  STUDY. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  in  this 
issue : 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C. 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
London,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kennington 

Park  Road,  London,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and  Botany, 

323  Clapham  Road,  London,  S.W. 
South  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy,  186  Clapham  Road, 

London,  S.W. 

Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  100  and  102  Burlington 

Street,  Manchester. 
Barrie,  Thos.  S.,  157  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 


2>eeo6  of  arrangement. 


Robinson,  Bernard  Christopher,  86  Everton  Road,  Liver- 
pool, Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee,  Alfred  A.  W.  Jones, 
41  North  John  Street,  Liverpool,  accountant.  Dated  Decem- 
ber 4 ;  filed  December  5.  Liabilities  unsecured,  138?.  14s. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  601.  The  following  are  creditors :  Clay, 
Dod  &  Co.  (34?.);  Sumners,  Ltd.  (111.);  Ayrton,  Saunders  & 
Kemp,  Ltd.  (11?.) ;  Mrs.  Taylor  (15?.)  (all  of  Liverpool) ;  rent 
25?. 

Adams,  Charles  Mansley,  339  Lord  Street,  Southport, 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist,  Surgical-instrument  Dealer  and  Op- 
tician.— Assignment  upon  trust,  etc.,  trustee  to  be  at  liberty 
to  carry  on  and  manage  the  business  for  such  period  as  he 
may  think  fit.  Trustee,  Thomas  H.  Crane,  Lord  Street, 
Southport,  C.A.  Dated  December  3 ;  filed  December  8. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  1,415?.  16s.  2c?. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
1,541?.  13s.  4f?.  The  creditors  include:  Allen  &  Hanburys, 
Ltd.  (29?.);  Burge,  Warren  &  Ridgley,  Ltd.  (35?.);  Hearon, 
Squire  &  Francis  (21?.);  R.  Hovenden  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (10?.); 
Ingram  &  Royle,  Ltd.  (15?.);  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  (12?.); 
C.  Renner  (15?.) ;  H.  Silverlock  (12?.) ;  Burroughs  Wellcomo 
&  Co.  (4?.) ;  G.  Culver,  Ltd.  (3?.) ;  Gallenkamp  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
(4?.);  J.  L.  Hatrick  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (4?.);  J.  Levi  &  Co.  (7?.); 
Meggeson  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (3?.);  Sutton  &  Co.  (4?.);  P.  Harris  & 
Co.,  Ltd.  (8?.);  A.  de  St.  Dalmas  &  Co.  (6?.);  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  (95?.);  Kodak,  Ltd.  (7?.);  J.  H.  Hay- 
wood (10?.) ;  J.  T.  Cocking  (4?.);  rent,  rates,  etc.  (234?.); 
bankers'  claims  (410?.). 

Whitehead,  Herbert  Joseph,  72  Ledsam  Street,  Birming- 
ham, Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee,  William  Burton, 
2  Chapman  Road,  Small  Heath,  Birmingham,  chemists' 
traveller.  Dated  December  3  :  filed  December  8.  Liabilities 
unsecured,  671?.  Is.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  75?.  12s.  6d.  Com- 
position of  10s.  in  the  £,  payable  in  instalments  at  two,  four, 
six,  eight,  and  twelve  months  from  November  9,  1906,  secured 
by  an  assignment  upon  trust,  etc.  Debtor  to  pay  trustee  3?. 
weekly  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  said  instalments.  The 
creditors  include :  T.  F.  Bristow  &  Co.  (4?.) ;  Ashton  & 
Parsons.  Ltd.  (4?.) ;  Bruce.  Green  &  Co.  (4?.) ;  Armour  & 
Co.,  Ltd.  (3?.);  G.  Boehm  (4?.);  Meggeson  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (4?.); 
and  J.  Sanger  &  Sons  (4?.),  all  of  London  ;  Cuxson,  Gerrard 
&  Co.,  Birmingham  (10?.) ;  J.  F.  Whitehead,  Birmingham 
(150?.) ;  Wyleys,  Ltd.,  Coventry  (37?.) ;  E.  H.  Butler  &  Son, 
Leicester  (6?.) ; '  Vauxhall  Mcthylating  Co.,  Liverpool  (3?.); 
Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd..  Liverpool  (9?.) ;  Blyton, 
Astley  &  Co.,  Manchester  (3?.) ;  Erasmic  Co.,  Warrington 
(7?.). 

Re  John  W.  W.  Agnew,  Carlisle  Circus,  Belfast,  Pharma- 
ceutical Chemist. — The  debtor  filed  a  petition  for  arrangement, 
accompanied  bv  the  usual  affidavit  of  assets  and  liabili- 
ties, on  November  28.  The  secured  creditors'  claims  amount 
to  230?.,  unsecured  liabilities  1.170?.,  estimated  net  assets 
525?.  At  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  a  statement  of  affairs 
prepared  bv  Messrs.  Lawther  &  Alexander,  C.A..  Waring 
Street,  Belfast,  was  submitted,  and  it  was  proposed  that  the 
estate  be  vested  in  Mr.  -  John  Lawther  for  realisation  tls 
a  going  concern.  Among  the  unsecured  creditors  are: 
S.  R.  Agnew,  Belfast  (169?.);  T.  McMillan  &  Co.,  Belfast 
(42?.)  ;  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan.  Ltd..  London 
(34?.  14s.) ;  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons.  London  (32?.) ;  Meggeson  & 
Co.,  London  (22?.  12s.);  J.  &  J.  Haslett.  Ltd.,  Belfast 
(21?.  15s.)  :  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd..  Liverpool  (20?.  13s.) ;  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd..  Liverpool  (17?.  14s.) ;  Anderson  & 
McAulev.  Ltd.,  Belfast  (17?.) ;  Barron.  Harveys  &  Co..  London 
(17?.) ;  Hearon.  Squire  &  Francis,  Ltd.,  London  (16?.);  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  London  (10?.). 
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Conunbrum  Column. 


The  transcription  of  the  facsimile  order  which  Mr.  H. 
Hopkinson,  of  Grantham,  sent  us,  given  in  the  C.  <fc  D., 
December  1,  p.  826,  is  as  follows  : 

— Will  you  please  send  me  2  small  botftles]  of  your  small 
Liver  Prills]  same  as  I  have  had  before  '.' 
We  received  a  large  number  of  postcard  solutions  of  the 
problem,  which  did  not  present  many  difficulties  to  the 
greater  part  of  those  who  competed.  The  lapses  occurred 
chiefly  in  the  words  "small  liver  p.,"  various  renderings 
being  given,  such  as  : 

Liver  parvules.  Ammonia  liniment. 

Vials  of  your  liver  pills.      Small  tin  Vaseline] 

Size  V.  Linctus. 

Swan  lint.  Liver  pills. 

Tinct. 

0,ne  competitor  managed  to  read  the  article  required  as 
"2-oz.  bot.  of  your  small  size  Is.,"  which  still  leaves  a 
good  deal  more  to  the  imagination  than  is  desirable  when 
dealing  with  an  order  for  medicine.  The  final  words  "  I 
have  had  before"  were  a  stumbling-block  for  some  con- 
tributors, "I  had  had  before"  and  "those  had  before" 
being  the  chief  variants.  Quite  a  number  of  postcards 
reached  us  by  a  morning  post  on  November  30,  and  one  com- 
petitor hung  on  to  the  telephone  in  a  vain  endeavour  to  be 
first  with  his  solution.  We,  of  course,  cannot  take  any 
notice  of  telephone-messages  in  postcard  competitions. 
After  carefully  going  through  several  hundred  postcards 
and  comparing  the  post-marks  of  those  giving  an  accurate 
transcription  of  the  facsimile,  we  find  that  the  5-5.  is  won  by 
Mr.  Ernest  L.  Thomas, 

173  High  Street, 

Camden  Town, 

London,  N.W. 

Mr.  Thomas's  card  bears  the  post-mark  "  London,  N.W. , 
November  30,  9.15  a.m.,"  while  the  competitor  dating  his 
card  8.30  a.m.  seems  to  have  been  still  earlier  afield. 

We  are  indebted  to  several  subscribers  for  sending  us 
tracings  of  difficult  prescriptions.  These  we  cannot  use, 
as  this  column  is  confined  to  photographic  reproductions  of 
originals.  Nevertheless  we  thank  those  who  have  taken 
sufficient  interest  in  these  exercises  to  send  what  they  rightly 
think  would  puzzle  most  dispensers. 

Another  Problem  Next  Week. 


Demerara  Dcunos. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Mr.  W.  H.  Archer,  who  has  been  dispenser  at  his 
Majesty's  Penal  Settlement,  Massaruni,  for  the  past  eleven 
years,  has  been  transferred  to  the  public  hospital,  New 
Amsterdam. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Blue,  druggist,  Georgetown,  stands  charged, 
together  with  a  schoolmaster,  with  having  used  a  certain 
instrument  on  a  woman  for  an  unlawful  purpose.  Bail  was 
granted  in  $1,000  each. 

At  the  Five-yearly  Election  for  the  Court  of  Policy 
(which  is  really  the  local  Parliament),  Mr.  C.  P.  Gaskin, 
proprietor  of  Messrs.  Isaacson  &<Co.,  New  Amsterdam,  has 
again  come  out  at  the  top  of  the  poll.  Mr.  Gaskin  has 
represented  his  county  politically  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Particulars  of  Dispexserships  on  emigrant  vessels  are 
not  often  published.  Between  the  ports  of  Calcutta  and 
Demerara,  and  vice  versa,  there  is  a  regular  annual  series  of 
shipments  of  Indian  coolies,  each  vessel  carrying  a  surgeon- 
superintendent  and  two  or  three  dispensers.  In  a  sailing- 
ship  the  chief  dispenser  receives  $200  for  the  voyage  from 
Calcutta  to  Demerara,  besides  30c.  a  head  for  each 
coolie  landed  in  good  condition.  This  brings  his  remunera- 
tion up  to  about  80?.  for  the  voyage,  which  lasts  from 
eighty  to  100  days.  On  the  return*  journey  to  Calcutta  the 
voyage  is  longer— sometimes  as  much  as  168  days— but  the 
remuneration  is  enhanced  to  $225  and  35c.  a  head.  On 
board  steamers,  which  make  the  trip  in  about  six  weeks, 
there  is  a  "reduction  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  sailing-ship 
allowances.  Steamers  carry  about  850  coolies,  and  sailing- 
ships  between  600  and  7C0. 


an  Buction  Sale. 


THE  bankrupt  stock  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Scott,  chemist  and 
druggist,  who  traded  as  Maitland  &  Co.  at  East  India 
Dock  Road,  Poplar,  was  sold  by  auction  on  December  11 
at  the  sale-rooms  of  Messrs.  Fryer,  Cooper  &  Co.,  3  Red- 
cross  Street.  London,  E.C.  The  stock  was  large,  though  not 
quite  in  first-rate  condition,  but  the  bidding  was  fairly 
brisk,  good  prices  being  obtained  in  many  instances.  The 
buyers  were  mainly  of  the  general  broker  type,  but  several 
chemists  were  present,  and  some  of  them  bought  largely. 
Among  the  buyers  were  Mr.  W.  S.  Steeples  (of  Romford), 
Mr.  Callam,  and  Mr.  Millar,  all  of  whom  got  "bargains," 
seeing  they  knew  what  they  were  buying.  The  miscel- 
laneous lots  were  lumped  together  in  a  rather  extraordinary 
manner,  and  many  a  gold  mine — metaphorically  speaking — - 
was  to  be  found  by  the  retailer  who  bought  such  lots  as  5, 
which  was  catalogued  as 

200  bottles  and  packets  of  proprietary  articles. 
The  lot  sold  for  6s.,  and  the  contents  were  fearful  and 
wonderful.  The  stamped  patent  medicines  sold  well.  The 
bulk  of  them  were  proprietaries  of  the  bankrupt  firm,  but 
there  was  a  fair  sprinkling  of  popular  sellers.  An  idea  of 
the  prices  secured  may  be  obtained  from  the  following  : 


Lot  s.  d. 

27  100  patent  medicines,  stamped   16  0 

28  100  patent  medicines,  stamped   28  0 

29  200  patent  medicines,  stamped        •. ..  60  0 

30  200  patent  medicines,  stamped         ...  26  0 

31  200  patent  medicines,  stamped         ...  21  0 

32  200  Allen  &  Hanburvs',  Savory 

&  Moore's.  Ridge's,  Frame, 

and  other  foods   32  0 


Lint  sold  at  lid.  per  lb.  ;  boric  wool  at  Id.  per  lb.  ;  and 
trusses  at  9d.  each.  Twenty-nine  Camwal  syphons  (filled) 
sold  for  40s.,  and  thirty  empty  syphons  for  32.?.  There 
was  brisk  competition  for  "  Erasmic,  Oowana,  and  other 
toilet  soaps,"  about  200  doz.  being  sold  at  from  Is.  4d.  to 
Is.  5d.  per  doz. 

A  feature  of  the  sale,  so  far  at  least  as  chemists  are  con- 
cerned, was  the  large  quantity  of  galenicals  sold.  These 
were  nearly  all  in  the  original  Winchesters,  unopened, 
bearing  the  labels  of  Burgoyne.  Burbidges  &  Co.  They 
were  put  up  in  lots  of  three  Winchesters,  thus  : 

A  Winchester  Friar's  balsam,  1  do.  chlorodyne,  1  do.  tr. 

tolu. 

This  was  knocked  down  to  a  chemist  for  16^.  There  were 
several  Winchesters  of  poisons,  such  as  chlorodyne  and 
paregoric,  interspersed  among  more  harmless  preparations; 
for  instance,  3  lb.  decoct,  sarsa?  co.,  ^  Winchester  mist.; 
senna?  co.,  were  put  up  along  with  4  lb.  acid,  carbolic,  liq. 
But  the  miscellaneous  collections  of  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations were  the  most  amusing — or  most  alarming,  accord- 
ing to  the  point  of  view.  Lot  234,  "a  box  containing 
bottles  of  drugs  as  lotted,"  consisted  approximately  of  the 
following  : 

4  lb.  pulv.  scammon.  co.  ;  4  oz.  tr.  cubebaa :  5  lb.  ol.  succini 
rect.  ;  8  oz.  sperm  oil ;  3  oz.  tr.  cinnam.  B.P.  ;  2g  lb.  tr. 
quillaise  B.P.  ;  1  oz.  tr.  guaiaci  simp.  ;  1  oz.  inf.  rosse  dulc. ; 
1  oz.  lavender  water;  2  lb.  acid,  sulphuric.  B.P.  ;  ^  lb.  liq. 
rhamni ;  i  lb.  liq.  extract  of  witch  hazel ;  1|  oz.  chloroform; 
i,  lb.  ext.  ipecac,  liq.  ;  2  oz.  pure  benzole ;  £  lb.  acid,  hydro- 
brom.  dil.;  12  oz.  ol.  camph.  essent.  ;  ^  lb.  lin.  camph.  co. 
B.P.  :  5  oz.  aq.  anethi  cone.  ;  1  lb.  ext.  glycyrrh.  liq.  ;  4  oz. 
collod.  flex. ;  6  oz.  vin.  opii  B.P. ;  1  lb.  pulv.  soda  tart.  B.P. ; 
3  oz.  acid,  carbol.  liq.;  i  lb.  terebene  pur.;  2  oz.  liq.  bis- 
muthi  B.P.  ;  1  lb.  "—his  recrystallised  "  (label  partially 
destroyed). 

This  interesting  collection  was  bought  by  one.  of  the 
chemists  present  for  5s.  The  preceding  lot,  "80  part- 
bottles  of  drugs  and  six  large  tins  of  disinfectant,"  con- 
tained, among  other  things,  about  1  dr.  acid,  hydrocyan. 
dil.  B.P.,  £  oz.  chloral' hydrate,  ^  lb.  hydrarg.  perchlor., 
and  ^  lb.  extract  ergota  liquid.  The  purchaser  secured  it 
for  10s.  Not  a  word  was  mentioned  by  the  auctioneer  as 
to  the  poisonous  character  of  any  of  the  articles  sold. 

The  -Acting  British  Consul  at  Trieste  reports  that  the 
Austrian  Ministry  of  Commerce  has  granted  to  the  Anglo- 
Austrian  Bank  and  to  Dr.  C.  Appollonio,  of  LTmago 
(Istria).  and  G.  Vianelli.  Rovigno  (Istria).  permission  to  esta- 
blish in  Rovigno  a  limited  company  for  the  manufacture  of 
chemical  products. 
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